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USDA and Department of Defense 
announce addition of agriculture training for 
transitioning military service members 

1

WASHINGTON, Sept. 14, 2015 – Agriculture Deputy Secretary Krysta 
Harden and Dr. Susan Kelly, Director of the Department of Defense's 
Transition to Veterans Program Office, today announced the 
integration of agriculture into the career training and counseling 
programs Service members receive as they transition out of the military. 
Information about USDA resources and programs will now reach 
200,000 transitioning Service members every year. 

"Rural America disproportionately sends its sons and daughters to serve 
in the military. When Service members return home, we want them to 
know that rural America has a place for them -- no matter where 
they're from," said Deputy Secretary Harden. "This expanded 
collaboration between USDA and DOD …Continued on next page   
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Senate Field Hearing on Pipeline Safety 
scheduled for Billings 

1

From the Billings Gazette: Before 
the U.S. Senate decides the 
future of the nation’s oil pipeline 
police — the Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration — the U.S. Senate 
Commerce Committee will hold 
a public hearing in Billings. 

The committee will be in Billings 
on Sept. 18 to take comment on 
extending the life of the agency 
known as PHMSA. 

There have been two oil pipeline 
breaks on the Yellowstone River in 
the past five years. Together, the 
disasters near the communities of 
Billings and Glendive have 
dumped at least 93,000 gallons of 
oil into the nation’s longest 
undammed river. 

The Sept. 18 field hearing at the 
Montana State University Billings 
library was requested in June by 
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U.S. Sen. Steve Daines, R-Mont., 
who noted that 18,800 of the 2.6 
million miles PHMSA regulates are 
located in Montana. 

“Montanans know the 
importance of safely transporting 
our natural resources, whether 
through pipelines, highways, or 
rail lines,” Daines said. “This field 
hearing will allow PHMSA and 
others in Washington to hear 
directly from Montanans, local 
officials and industry leaders 
about ongoing work to improve 
safety and create jobs.” 

Daines is a member of the 
Commerce Subcommittee on 
Surface Tranportation and 
Merchant Marine, Infrastructure 
Safety and Security, whose 
chairwoman, Sen. Debra Fischer, 
R-Neb., will attend the hearing 
scheduled for 10 a.m. in room 148 
of the Montana State University 
Billings library. READ MORE 

Service members, 
continued 

2

From page 1…will help to ensure 
that returning Service members 
know that there are a wide 
variety of loans, grants, training 
and technical assistance for 
veterans who are passionate 
about a career in agriculture, no 
matter their experience level." 

"Our transitioning Service 
members leave the military with a 
variety of essential skills - including 
leadership and discipline - that 
could be directly applied to a 
career in agriculture," said Dr. 
Susan S. Kelly, Director of the 
Department of Defense's 
Transition to Veterans Program 
Office. "For those members who 
are considering farming or 
ranching as a post-service 
career, I encourage them to 
learn more about the 
opportunities, preferences, and 
incentives offered by the USDA." 

Every year, approximately 
200,000 Service members 
complete the Transition 
Assistance Program as they 
prepare for civilian life. This 
partnership will help to ensure 
that returning Service members 
know about the incentives for 
military veterans in USDA 
programs, and the many ways 
USDA can support military 
veterans and their families, from 
farm loans to conservation 
programs to nutrition assistance 
to rural rental housing and 
homeownership opportunities. 
Veterans can also visit 
www.usda.gov/veterans, a 
website designed specifically to 
educate them about USDA 
programs. 

READ MORE 
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   Geographic extent Houses  Population 
   km2 % Total % of U.S. Total % of U.S.

Conterminous U.S. 7,827,696 100.0 130,878,255 100.0 306,675,006 100.0

WUI  771,066 9.9 43,832,007 33.5 98,714,846 32.2

   Interface WUI 157,619 2.0 25,911,583 19.8 59,422,925 19.4

   Intermix WUI 613,447 7.8 17,920,424 13.7 39,291,921 12.8

The 2010 WUI in Numbers: Area, Houses, and Population in the WUI
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Map Description
The wildland-urban interface (WUI) is the area where 
structures and other human development meet or 
intermingle with undeveloped wildland, and it is a 
significant zone for wildfire management and impact (Bar 
Massada et al. 2014, Radeloff et al. 2005, Syphard et al. 
20091). This map displays the extent of the WUI in the 
conterminous United States for the year 2010.

Defining the WUI
The WUI is composed of both interface and intermix 
communities (Stewart et al. 20071). In the WUI, housing 
must meet or exceed a minimum density of 6.18 houses 
per km2 (one structure per 40 acres). The distinction 
between interface and intermix is based on the 
distribution of houses and wildland vegetation across 
the landscape. Intermix WUI is where housing and 
vegetation intermingle, while in interface WUI, housing is 
in the vicinity of a large area of wildland vegetation. Areas 
that do not meet the WUI requirements represent other 
land-use classes.

Land Use Definitions

WUI 
•   Intermix: Area with ≥6.18 houses per km2 and ≥50 

percent cover of wildland vegetation.

•   Interface: Area with ≥6.18 houses per km2 and <50 
percent cover of vegetation, located <2.4 km of an 
area ≥5 km2 in size that is ≥75 percent vegetated.

Non-WUI, Vegetated 
•   No Housing: Area with ≥50 percent cover of wildland 

vegetation and no houses (e.g., protected areas, steep 
slopes, mountain tops).

•   Very Low Housing Density: Area with ≥50 percent 
cover of wildland vegetation and <6.18 houses per km2 
(e.g., dispersed rural housing outside neighborhoods).

Non-Vegetated or Agriculture 
•   Low and Very Low Housing Density:  Area with 

<50 percent cover of wildland vegetation and 
<49.42 houses per km2 (e.g., agricultural lands and 
pasturelands).

•   Medium and High Housing Density:  Area with <50 
percent cover of wildland vegetation and ≥49.42 
houses per km2 (e.g., urban and suburban areas, 
which may have vegetation but not dense vegetation).

Mapping Approach
Mapping the WUI requires spatially explicit information 
on housing density and wildland vegetation cover. We 
used housing density information from the 2010 U.S. 
Census (http://www2.census.gov/census_2010/04-
Summary_File_1) at the census block level, and 
wildland vegetation cover from the 2006 National Land 
Cover Dataset (http://www.mrlc.gov/nlcd2006.php).1 
“Wildlands” represent vegetation cover types for which 
human manipulation is minimal, including forests, native 
grasslands, shrubs, and wetlands. 
1 See Literature Cited in main document for full citations.

Data Sources
Shapefiles for North America and major cities from 
Natural Earth Data version 2.0.0. 
The Great Lakes and state boundaries taken from Natural 
Earth Data version 3.0.0. All Natural Earth Data from 
www.naturalearthdata.com accessed 6/17/2014.
Fire data from National Interagency Fire Center  
(http://www.nifc.gov). Layers of WUI and non-WUI 
classes were developed by this study.

In light of recently destructive wildfires, have a look 
at the Wildland Urban Interface across the US. 

http://billingsgazette.com/news/government-and-politics/senate-hearing-on-oil-pipeline-regulator-scheduled-for-billings/article_ef376069-5de5-517c-836b-c286cf66222b.html#ixzz3ljc87IzB
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAOC/bulletins/119ad0a
http://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/data/WUI
http://www.swcdmi.org
http://www.usda.gov/veterans
http://www2.census.gov/census_2010/04-Summary_File_1
http://www.mrlc.gov/nlcd2006.php
http://www.naturalearthdata.com
http://www.nifc.gov
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Sage Grouse habitat restoration helps 
songbirds, too 

1

New research released as part 
of the Sage Grouse Initiative’s 
Science to Solutions series shows 
that restoring sagebrush 
ecosystems not only benefits 
ranching and sage grouse but 
other wildlife, too. This new 
study shows that populations of 
Brewer’s sparrow and green-
tailed towhee, two sagebrush-
dependent songbirds, climbed 
significantly in places where 
invading juniper trees were 
removed. 

Conifers invade and degrade 
sagebrush ecosystems, dispersing 
the wildlife that once called 
the habitat home. Over the past 
two centuries, fire suppression, 
historic overgrazing and 
favorable climate conditions 
have led to spread of conifers 
into sagebrush habitat. More 
than 350 species of wildlife 
depend on the sagebrush 
ecosystem, and many of those 
species have suffered population 
declines because of these 
invading trees and other threats. 

2

Three years after removing trees 
in an Oregon project area, 
Brewer’s sparrow numbers 
increased by 55 percent and 
green-tailed towhee numbers by 
81 percent relative to untreated 
areas. These two songbirds, both 
identified as species 
of conservation concern by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, serve 
as early indicators of the 
effectiveness of restoration work. 

Todd Forbes, Field Manager of 
the Bureau of Land 
Management’s Lakeview Oregon 
Resource Area, says that, 
although the original conifer 
removal project project was 
designed with sage grouse 
habitat in mind, “there are many 
different wildlife and plant species 
that benefit from the restoration 
of these open sagebrush 
habitats.” BLM co-funded the 
study on the project area, along 
with the Intermountain West Joint 
Venture. 
READ MORE 

319 Mini Grants 
Upcoming 

Have a water-related education 
and outreach project that needs 
a little additional funding? 

SWCDM is pleased to announce 
that the fall funding cycle is 
about to begin for 319 Mini 
Grants. 

These grants are for up to $2,000 
for projects that address nonpoint 
source water quality issues. 

Eligibility 

Eligible applicants include 
conservation districts, watershed 
groups, local and county 
agencies, school districts, etc. 
that are capable of managing 
federal funding. 

Additionally, beginning with this 
funding cycle, it is no longer a 
requirement that mini-grant 
projects implement a DEQ-
approved Watershed Restoration 
Plan (WRP). However, priority may 
be given to projects that 
implement a WRP when all other 
project requirements are met. A 
list and map of DEQ-approved 
WRPs can be found on DEQ's 
WRP website.  

Application 

The grant application is available 
on the SWCDM website at 
www.swcdmi.org/programs/319-
mini-grants. 

Applications are due by the end 
of the day on Friday, October 30. 

We look forward to receiving your 
applications and assisting you 
with your projects! 

  

Brewers Sparrow 

http://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/category/science-to-solutions/
http://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Science-To-Solutions-Sagebrush-Songbirds-9.9.2015.pdf
http://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Science-To-Solutions-Sagebrush-Songbirds-9.9.2015.pdf
http://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/sagebrush-songbirds-benefit-from-sage-grouse-habitat-restoration/
http://montananps319grants.pbworks.com/w/page/40496302/Watershed Restoration Plans
http://montananps319grants.pbworks.com/w/page/40496302/Watershed Restoration Plans
http://www.swcdmi.org/programs/319-mini-grants
http://www.swcdmi.org/programs/319-mini-grants
http://www.swcdmi.org
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NACD receives grant to develop guidelines 
for water quality trading programs  

1

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture today announced the 
award of 45 projects under the 
Conservation Innovation Grants 
(CIG) program to develop and 
advance the conservation of 
natural resources.   

These projects include efforts to 
increase habitat for pollinators, 
develop new ways to attract 
private investment in natural 
resource conservation, give 
agricultural producers greater 
access to greenhouse gas 
markets, and help farmers and 
ranchers make their operations 
more resilient to climate change. 

2

NACD applied for and received a 
Water Quality Trading CIG, which 
will be utilized to	  develop 
guidance materials and engage 
in outreach and training to 
increase participation of soil and 
water conservation districts in 
nutrient trading programs. In 
many water-quality trading 
programs, district employees are 
the conservation experts 
interacting with agricultural 
producers – generating credits 
from the installation of 
conservation practices. 

Additional	  information is available 
from NRCS on the CIG program 
and NACD's project. 

Save the Date! 

SOIL HEALTH WORKSHOPS 
 

Hosted by NRCS, SWCDM, and 
Soil & Water Conservation Society 

 
Nov. 2 Missoula 
Nov. 3 Great Falls & 

Bozeman 
Nov. 4 Billings 
Nov. 5 Plentywood 
 

Register online at 
www.swcdmi.org/programs 

 
For more information call 

Ann McCauley, 406-444-5711. 

US Supreme Court revokes approval of 
neonicotinoid sulfoxaflor 

1

A US federal court on Sept. 10 
struck down EPA’s approval of 
the insecticide sulfoxaflor from 
Dow AgroSciences, citing the 
neonicotinoid’s possible risk to 
bees. 

EPA’s 2013 decision to register 
sulfoxaflor “was based on flawed 
and limited data,” a three-judge 
panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit found. 

“Given the precariousness of bee 
populations, leaving the EPA’s 
registration of sulfoxaflor in place 
risks more potential environmental 
harm” than does striking it down, 
the panel ruled. The court 
ordered the agency to obtain 
further data on the chemical’s 

2

effects on bees before deciding 
whether to reapprove Dow 
AgroSciences’ registration of 
sulfoxaflor, which has been sold 
under the trade names Transform 
and Closer. 
  

The compound is commonly sold 
under trade names such as 
Transform, Closer, Seeker, and 
Isoclast.  

Conservation Districts and 
producers, etc. are encouraged 
to assess whether they have this 
chemical on hand and are 
advised to mark it as “Not For 
Use” and set aside until further 
notice. 

READ MORE 

3

The Montana Invasive Species 
Advisory Council (MISAC), is 
asking people involved in any 
type of invasive species work in 
Montana (i.e., outreach and 
education, watercraft inspection 
stations, weed control) to 
complete a survey by September 
30, 2015.  

The survey is designed to gather 
information identifying gaps in 
Montana’s invasive species 
program and gain a better 
understanding about how to 
improve MISAC efforts. 

You can access the survey here: 
http://form.jotformpro.com/form/
52266446266965. 

Invasive Species 
Council seeks input 
on programming 
gaps 

http://www.mmsend55.com/link.cfm?r=1898611509&sid=81737040&m=11044734&u=NACD&j=29798249&s=http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD399008
http://www.mmsend55.com/link.cfm?r=1898611509&sid=81737040&m=11044734&u=NACD&j=29798249&s=http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD399008
http://www.swcdmi.org/programs
http://news.agropages.com/News/NewsDetail---15831.htm
http://news.agropages.com/News/NewsDetail---15831.htm
http://form.jotformpro.com/form/52266446266965.
http://form.jotformpro.com/form/52266446266965.
http://www.swcdmi.org
http://form.jotformpro.com/form/
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Grants 
Reclamation and 
Development Planning Grants 

The Reclamation and 
Development Grants Program 
(RDGP) Planning Grants are state-
funded grants designed to fund 
projects that: 1)Help plan RDGP 
projects 2) Site assessment 3) 
Grant writing for natural resource 
cleanup grants. Closes 9/25  
More Info. 

223, Mini-Education, & District 
Development Grants 

These Conservation District 
Bureau grants are due October 
15. Projects will be ranked and 
awarded at the RCAC meeting 
during MACD convention 11/17.  
More Info. 

 

Workshops 

Dealing with Drought in the 
Gallatin 

Join the Greater Gallatin 
Watershed Council for our 10th 
annual Fall Tour.  Learn about 
local efforts to save water, 
improve efficiency, and plan for 
future water needs with the goal 
of creating drought resilient 
communities and ecosystems. 
October 3, Bozeman. More Info. 
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Ecological Stream Restoration 
in the Context of Montana 
Regulations 

Hosted by Montana Water 
Center. Water resource 
professionals involved with the 
application and permitting 
review process, project design, 
funding, and/or 
implementation of stream, 
riparian, and floodplain 
restoration projects will want to 
consider joining us. October 
13-14, Bozeman. More Info. 

Yellowstone River Cumulative 
Effects Analysis Study Findings 

Interested members of the pubic 
are invited to the following public 
meetings for review and 
discussion of the findings. 10/13 
Big Timber; 10/14 Huntley; 10/15 
Glendive. More Info. 

 

Jobs 
Water Planner, DNRC 

This position is a Water 
Resources Planner within the 
Water Management Bureau of 
DNRC. This position supports 
efforts to improve water-use 
efficiency, water conservation, 
and water measurement for 
municipal, domestic, 
agricultural and industrial 
water use across Montana.  
Closes 9/21. More Info. 

 

 

The Montana Conservationist 
strives to present news & 
information relevant to Montana’s 
Conservation Districts. However, 
the views and opinions expressed 
here do not necessarily represent 
those of MACD or its affiliates. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
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Montana Forest 
Products Week 

MT Forest Products Week is 
October 18-24, and the Forest 
Products Roundtable is calling 
all woodworkers, forest 
landowners, and forest 
workers -- anyone with a 
passion for working forests, 
stewardship and wood 
products – to take part in the 
fifth annual celebration.   
More Info. 

AREA MEETINGS 
9/21 Area 6 Meagher CD 
9/22 Area 4 Stillwater CD 
9/23 Area 1 McCone CD 
9/24 Area 2 Richland CD 
9/29 Area 3 Choteau CD 
9/30 Area 5 Lincoln CD 

If you’d like to attend one of the 
area meetings this fall, please 
contact the administrator at the 
host CD to register. You can find 
their contact information here. 

 

ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 

The block of hotel rooms for the 
MACD Annual Convention is now 
open to book. 

The 2015 Convention will be held 
November 17-19, 2015 in Missoula  
at the Holiday Inn downtown. 
Contact Kala Parker at 532-2059 
to save a room. 

Please only reserve a room for a 
specific person so that we can 
ensure there are enough 
available for everyone.  

http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/resource-development/reclamation-and-development-grants-program/reclamation-and-development-planning-grants-program
http://dnrc.mt.gov/grants-and-loans
http://greatergallatin.org/falltour2015/
http://deq.mt.gov/wqinfo/nonpoint/319grants.mcpx
http://yellowstonerivercouncil.org/
https://mtstatejobs.taleo.net/careersection/200/jobdetail.ftl?job=15142080
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/forestry/forestry-assistance/biomass/forest-products-week
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/docs/conservation-districts/2015ConservationDistrictsdirectory.pdf
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/docs/conservation-districts/2015ConservationDistrictsdirectory.pdf
mailto:mkala.parker@himissoula.com
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Soil Health Day, 
Broadwater & LC CDs 

 

Area Meetings 

 

DEQ 319 Final Project 
Proposals Due 

 

Flint Creek Watershed Tour 

 

 

 

MWCC Symposium  

 

MACD Board Conference 
Call 

 

Streambank, Floodplain, & 
Riparian Restoration 
Workshop 

Yellowstone River 
Cumulative Effects 
Analysis Presentations 
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Coming Up: 

Have an event to share? 
Please email 

tmc@macdnet.org with 
details on your organization’s 

upcoming workshops & 
events, so we can let the rest 

of the conservation 
community know! 

6-9 

28 

21-30 

13 

12 

September 

What happens when a deaf producer 
wants to attend your workshop? 

The Carbon County CD recently partnered with NRCS to host a Healthy 
Soils Tour. It seemed like your usual Conservation District Workshop—tour 
some ranches, discuss principles of soil health, talk about some 
techniques to improve it, call it a day. But what if you’re trying to reach 
someone who can’t hear what you’re saying? 

Krist Walstad of NRCS wrote the following about the process they went 
through to secure a sign language interpreter for the workshop. We 
thought it might be of interest to other Conservation Districts hosting 
tours. 

“The Columbus NRCS was notified that one of their producers had 
interest in attending the Healthy Soils Tour in Fromberg, August 27, 
2015.   This producer is deaf and asked if it was possible for NRCS to 
provide an interpreter, as his usual interpreters were not available.  This 
led the office into a process to find out.  It turns out that we can pay for 
this service.     

Here is what we learned from the process:  

• You need a request from the producer, it is nice to have it well in 
advance. 

• You need to try to get quotes from 3 different companies or 
individuals. 

• The interpreter may need a 15 min break every hour if they are 
alone.  We ended up with two interpreters tag teaming the 
event. 

• There are different types of sign language.  Exact English was 
recommended for the subject matter (Ag lingo). 

An AD-700 needs to be filled out and signed by the AC, it is 
recommended that we pay with a Credit Card.  Payment was handled 
by Mary Ann, our Administrative Assistant. 

It was rewarding experience, I felt proud that our agency was able to 
make it happen. 

The producer was very thankful that NRCS provided this service.  He said 
he got a lot out of our tour and the interpreters did a wonderful job.  He 
asked a lot of follow-up questions and got answers.  Thanks to all 
involved in making this happen: Mark Johnson, Mary Ann Quinn, Keri 
Bilbo, Patti Renevier, and Bart Huber.” 

Thanks for sharing, Krist! 

30 

October 

13-15 

mailto:tmc@macdnet.org
http://www.swcdmi.org

