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6 A damp, good time 
Montana Range Tour a success, despite soggy weather 

By the numbers alone, the 2015 Montana Range tour was a substantial 
event. With 155 attendees, 30 speakers, 7 different landowner sites, 
and 2.3 inches of rain, the event made a lasting impression on many 
people!  

The MACD crew was there with our rain slickers, and as always we had 
a great time learning about the myriad projects happening around the 
Madison Valley. We toured a cooperative noxious weed project that 
spanned seven years and six landowners; a riparian fencing project; a 
stream restoration; a wildlife management area that includes livestock 
grazing to improve forage; and a dryland intensive grazing & club 
moss management project. We’d like to give a hearty “Job Well 
Done!” to Madison Conservation District and the other partners that 
helped put on the event. 

If you’d like to see more photos from the tour, Madison CD has a great 
gallery on Google. Click here to see it. 

And to the next tour site, we’ll just say, the bar has been set. 

http://madisoncd.net/2015/09/a-montana-range-tour-for-the-record-books/
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Sage Grouse Listing “Not Warranted” 

1

By now you have almost certainly 
heard that the federal 
government has decided that 
there is no need to list sage 
grouse as an endangered 
species. 

This is great news for Montana’s 
farmers and ranchers, and a 
huge success for conservation 
groups across the state, including 
SWCDM.  

With collaboration and 
cooperation, we have been able 
to turn around the fate of a 
species, and that is thanks to all 
of you—conservation districts, 
agencies, private landowners, 
students, citizens—that helped. 

But our work is not over. Sage 
grouse still need our active 
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protection if they are to make a 
full recovery, and in time we are 
bound to discover that another 
species is in eminent danger, and 
the cycle will begin again. 
Threaten, proactively protect, 
and celebrate the recovery. 

We as a nation have made a 
moral decision that our needs as 
humans do not necessarily 
outweigh the extinction of a 
species. The Endangered Species 
Act is a reminder that we have 
stepped too close to the line, and 
we need to make immediate and 
dramatic changes to our 
behavior. It’s never easy, and 
debate over where the line lies is 
a valuable part of the process. 
But we’d rather not let it get to 
this. 

3

So perhaps the lesson that we 
should take from this event is to 
remember that our fates are tied 
with those of the plants and 
wildlife that surround us—whether 
the strands that tie are natural or 
legal, obvious or invisible. We can 
only flourish if they too flourish, 
and we must forever balance our 
priorities with theirs if either is to 
succeed. 

SWCDM and our partners will 
continue our commitment to 
sage grouse conservation, as 
part of our commitment to the 
success of agriculture in 
Montana, and we strive to honor 
that commitment through the 
principles of collaboration and 
cooperation.  

We hope you do too. 

Photo from the Seattle Times 

http://www.swcdmi.org
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Montana Cowboys in Russia 
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From National Geographic: A 
great migration is underway in 
the world of cattle ranching. 
Cowboys from the United States, 
Canada, and Australia are taking 
cattle herds numbering in the 
thousands to start ranches on the 
Eurasian steppes. Why? Because 
the people of Russia and 
Kazakhstan have asked for their 
help solving a major food security 
problem. Their beef cattle 
industry has all but disappeared. 

The collapse of the Soviet 
Union back in 1991 was hard on 
the people, but it was 
cataclysmic for cattle. When 
collective farming ground to a 
halt, many cattle farms were 
forced to liquidate their herds to 
pay off creditors, transactions 
that ended with a trip to 
slaughtering plants.  

Few farms kept up breeding 
programs to replenish their 
numbers. It created a downward 
spiral in the Soviet Union’s primary 
cattle-producing republics: Russia 
and Kazakhstan. By 2008, Russia’s 

2

national herd had plummeted 
from52 million cattle to just 20 
million. Kazakhstan’s herd shrunk 
from 10million to 4 million head. 
The situation was so grave, these 
nations were spending a 
combined $4 billion importing red 
meat to feed their people. Cargo 
ships delivered beef from as far 
away as Australia and Brazil. 

Today, wherever in the world 
cowboys ride, they are cultural 
descendants of the steppe 
nomads. They are like time 
capsules of pastoral know-how 
that has been lost. It makes 
sense that Russia and Kazakhstan 

1

As this year's grain harvest winds 
down, thoughts may already be 
on nitrogen needs for next year's 
crop. A Montana State University 
Extension web-based decision 
tool to help calculate optimal 
nitrogen fertilizer rates for small 
grains has been revised and is 
ready for use.  

The calculator is available for 
winter wheat, spring wheat, and 

3

are turning to them now for help 
jumpstarting their cattle industries. 

In recent years, the two 
countries have passed food 
security laws that allocate a total 
of $10 billion in government-
backed loans for farmers to 
import breeding cattle, 
equipment, and cowboy 
expertise. These programs aim to 
wean Russia off imported meat 
by 2020 and Kazakhstan by 2017. 
They’re making progress. To date, 
150,000 cattle and several 
hundred cowboys now call the 
steppes their home on the range. 

READ MORE 

2

barley produced after fallow. 
Users enter soil nitrate level, 
organic matter, yield goal, as well 
as anticipated wheat price, 
nitrogen fertilizer price, and 
protein discount and premium. 
With that information, the 
calculator provides estimates for 
yield and protein response to 
applied nitrogen. It also suggests 
the amount of nitrogen to apply 
for maximum net revenue, using 

MSU updates nitrogen calculation tool 

3

models that are based on multi-
year field trials in several locations 
across Montana.  

This program has been available 
online since 2009. It was 
upgraded this summer by Kate 
Binzen Fuller, Extension agriculture 
economics specialist. The original 
version of the tool was funded by 
the Montana Fertilizer Advisory 
Committee. 

Access the tool here 

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2011-02-10/montana-cowboy-airlifts-herd-to-russia-seeks-to-whet-appetite-for-beef
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2011-02-10/montana-cowboy-airlifts-herd-to-russia-seeks-to-whet-appetite-for-beef
http://theplate.nationalgeographic.com/2015/09/17/going-home-home-on-the-steppes-of-eurasia/#.Vfw5CSTYSBg.email
http://www.msuextension.org/econtools/nitrogen/
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Save the Date! 

SOIL HEALTH WORKSHOPS 
 

Hosted by NRCS, SWCDM, and 
Soil & Water Conservation Society 

 
Nov. 2 Missoula 
Nov. 3 Great Falls & 

Bozeman 
Nov. 4 Billings 
Nov. 5 Plentywood 
 

Register online at 
www.swcdmi.org/programs 

 
For more information call 

Ann McCauley, 406-444-5711. 

MACD Submits Comments on Pipeline Safety  

1

The US Senate Commerce, 
Science and Transportation 
Committee recently held a field 
hearing in Billings to discuss  the 
upcoming reauthorization of 
the Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration 

MACD did not attend the 
meeting, but submitted the 
following comments.  

These are formal comments to be 
entered into the Congressional 
record regarding 
the pipeline safety hearing noted 
below our comments.  

1. We would like to express our 
interest in safe pipelines across 
the USA. 

2. We would like to bring to light 
that Conservation Districts have 
an 80 year + knowledge of local 
people, lands and waterways. 

2

3. We would request that you 
include the Districts early on in the 
case of a spill. We believe that 
our knowledge of local lands and 
people would be of value. 

4. We would like to mention that 
there are 3,000 Districts 
nationwide with 15,000 locally 
elected officials. 

5. We would like to mention that 
in some states such as Montana, 
Districts have specific 
responsibilities ref waterways 
regarding stream crossing permits. 

6. In Montana at least, we would 
like to participate in trainings to 
learn technical aspects 
of pipeline stream crossings. This 
might best be accomplished at 
one of our annual conventions. 

 

Tiberi to sit on panel at 
Harvesting Clean 
Energy Conference 

MACD Policy Director Jeff Tiberi 
will be sitting on a panel 
discussion at the National Center 
for Appropriate Technology’s 
Harvesting Clean Energy 
Conference tomorrow in Billings. 

The panel will discuss the Clean 
Power Plan, which is a proposal 
from the Obama Administration 
to cut carbon dioxide emissions 
from coal-burning power plants 
32 percent by the year 2030 in 
order to fight climate change. 

Other members of the panel 
include: Laura Rennick Andersen, 
DEQ; Tom Livers, DEQ; Ben 
Brouwer, Montana Renewable 
Energy Association;  Kirk 
Bushman, Montana Public 
Service Commission 
Commissioner; and Chris 
Pope, Montana Representative. 

USDA recently shared statistics on women in agriculture, with 
the following infographic. See more from other states on 
their website. 

http://www.swcdmi.org/programs
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=women-in-ag.html
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Grants 
223, Mini-Education, & District 
Development Grants 

These Conservation District 
Bureau grants are due October 
15. Projects will be ranked and 
awarded at the RCAC meeting 
during MACD convention.  More 
Info. 

 

319 Mini Grants 

SWCDMI is pleased to offer mini-
grants up to $2,000 to help fund 
local education and outreach 
efforts that address nonpoint 
source water quality issues. NEW 
FOR 2015: projects no longer 
need a WRP to apply. 
Applications due 10/30. More 
Info. 

 
DEQ Unspent Funds Call for 
proposals 

Contact Mark Ockey 
at mockey@mt.gov/444-6697 for 
details. 

FSA New Farmer Outreach & 
Education Grants 

The FSA is offering $2.5 million in 
grants to nonprofits and public 
institutions of higher education 
that develop proposals to 
improve farmer outreach and 
education on topics such as 
financial training, value-added 
production, recordkeeping, 
property inheritance and crop 
production practices. More Info 
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Workshops/Meetings 
Ecological Stream Restoration 
in the Context of Montana 
Regulations 

Hosted by Montana Water 
Center. Water resource 
professionals involved with the 
application and permitting 
review process, project design, 
funding, and/or 
implementation of stream, 
riparian, and floodplain 
restoration projects will want to 
consider joining us. October 
13-14, Bozeman. More Info. 

Yellowstone River Cumulative 
Effects Analysis Study Findings 

Interested members of the pubic 
are invited to the following public 
meetings for review and 
discussion of the findings. 10/13 
Big Timber; 10/14 Huntley; 10/15 
Glendive. More Info. 

Montana Forest 
Products Week 

MT Forest Products Week is 
October 18-24, and the Forest 
Products Roundtable is calling 
all woodworkers, forest 
landowners, and forest workers 
-- anyone with a passion for 
working forests, stewardship 
and wood products – to take 
part in the fifth annual 
celebration.   More Info. 

The Montana Conservationist 
strives to present news & 
information relevant to Montana’s 
Conservation Districts. However, 
the views and opinions expressed 
here do not necessarily represent 
those of MACD or its affiliates. 

OPPORTUNITIES 

ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 

Registration Open 
Registration is now open for the 
annual MACD Convention, to be 
held November 17-19, 2015 in 
Missoula  at the Holiday Inn 
downtown.  

Please visit the MACD website at 
www.macdnet.org to register 
online or access a PDF 
registration, and to get 
information on reserving a room 
at the hotel. 

We hope to see you there! 
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Jobs 
Watershed Coordinator 

The Greater Gallatin 
Watershed Council is seeking 
an independent contractor to 
coordinate watershed 
activities within the Gallatin 
Watershed. Proposals due 
10/1. More Info 

Watershed Coordinator 

The Sun River Watershed 
Group (SRWG) is seeking an 
independent contractor to 
coordinate watershed 
projects within the Sun River 
watershed in north-central 
Montana. Proposals due 12/1. 
More Info 

 

http://dnrc.mt.gov/grants-and-loans
http://dnrc.mt.gov/grants-and-loans
http://swcdmi.org/programs/319-mini-grants/
http://swcdmi.org/programs/319-mini-grants/
http://mockey@mt.gov/444-6697
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/outreach-and-education/index
http://deq.mt.gov/wqinfo/nonpoint/319grants.mcpx
http://yellowstonerivercouncil.org/
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/forestry/forestry-assistance/biomass/forest-products-week
http://www.macdnet.org
http://www.greatergallatin.org/
http://macdnet.org/blog/2015/09/29/sun-river-watershed-group-seeks-coordinator/
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Dealing with Drought in 
the Gallatin Valley 

 

MWCC Symposium  

 

MACD Board Conference 
Call 

 

Streambank, Floodplain, & 
Riparian Restoration 
Workshop 

 

Yellowstone River 
Cumulative Effects 
Analysis Presentations 

 

Montana Forest Products 
Week 

 

MACD Executive 
Committee Conference 
Call 

 

Coming Up: 

Have an event to share? 
Please email 

tmc@macdnet.org with 
details on your organization’s 

upcoming workshops & 
events, so we can let the rest 

of the conservation 
community know! 

6-9 

3 

18-24 
 

13 

12 

A word on Conservation District funding 

Harold Blattie, from the Montana Association of Counties, recently 
pointed out that our website had incorrect information about the way 
districts were funded. We had previously stated that CDs could levy up 
to 1.5 mills. However, as Harold pointed out, that limit was changed to 
floating mills in 2001. 

Here is Harold’s explanation of how district funding is calculated now: 

“Prior to 2001, Conservation Districts were limited to levying 1.5 mills on 
the taxable value of the real property within the district.  The 2001 
Legislature removed that specific mill limit and made the conservation 
district levy ”subject to 15-10-420” which allows the number of mills to 
float so that the district receives the same dollar amount as the prior 
year, plus a modest amount of allowed growth, plus the revenue 
generated by newly taxable value.   

The Department of Revenue annually certifies the taxable value of the 
district as well as the value of new property. If you do not receive it 
directly from DOR, contact your local Clerk and Recorder. Those 
amounts are critical in determining the allowable levy each year.  A 
spreadsheet has been developed to assist in that calculation and is 
available on the MACo website at: 
http://www.mtcounties.org/sites/default/files/forms-
downloads/resources/fiscal-information-forms/mill-levy-computation-
form.xls 

To begin the calculation for any given year, you need to know the 
maximum allowed in the prior year.  That dollar amount is entered into 
Line 1 of the form.  Next the certified taxable value is entered into line 
(5).   Finally, the value of newly taxable property is entered into Line 
(5)(c) as a negative number. 

The form will then tell you the maximum amount that can be levied that 
year in Line (7) in mills and in Line (8) as dollars. 

The supervisors then need to determine whether to levy the maximum 
allowed or a lesser amount.  If the decision is to levy a lesser amount, 
that authority carries forward to the following year and beyond.” 

  

We’re certain this is the first time that we’ve ever made a mistake. Thank 
you to Harold for pointing it out! 
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October 

13-15 

http://www.mtcounties.org/sites/default/files/forms-downloads/resources/fiscal-information-forms/mill-levy-computation-form.xls
http://www.mtcounties.org/sites/default/files/forms-downloads/resources/fiscal-information-forms/mill-levy-computation-form.xls
http://www.mtcounties.org/sites/default/files/forms-downloads/resources/fiscal-information-forms/mill-levy-computation-form.xls
mailto:tmc@macdnet.org
http://www.swcdmi.org

