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Working Together on the Musselshell 

A wonderful article this morning in Last Best News highlighted the good 
work done through cooperation on the Musselshell River.  

The lengthy article discusses the history of the Musselshell River that 
brought together diverse partners in the mid nineties—including state 
and federal agencies, water users associations, two county 
commissions, conservation districts, a cabin-owners association, local 
schools and the Montana Conservation Corps—and the successful 
projects those groups have completed together. 

That initial cooperative effort has spawned a spirit of cooperation 
across the entire watershed, and as the article discusses, that spirit and 
the relationships it built were life saving when the floods of 2011 hit the 
watershed. 

It’s just another example of the good work we as a community are 
doing—and the attention that good work is getting. Read the article 
here. 

http://lastbestnews.com/site/2015/10/on-the-musselshell-working-together-pays-big-dividends/
http://lastbestnews.com/site/2015/10/on-the-musselshell-working-together-pays-big-dividends/
http://www.swcdmi.org
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USDA to Invest $4 Million for Honey Bee 
Food Sources on Private Lands 

1

Last week the USDA announced 
the availability of $4 million in 
assistance for farmers, ranchers 
and forest landowners working to 
improve food sources for 
honey bees on private lands in 
Montana and five other states.  

The targeted conservation effort 
by USDA’s NRCS aims to improve 
the health of this critical pollinator 
in a region where more than two-
thirds of the nation’s honey bee 
population spends the summer 
months pollinating crops and 
building strength to survive 
winter.  

“The future of our food supply 
depends on honey bees,” said 
Lisa Coverdale, NRCS state 
conservationist in Montana. “This 
effort partners with farmers, 
ranchers and forest landowners 
to ensure honey bees have safe 

2

and diverse foodsources during a 
time when they need it most.”  

Honey bees pollinate an 
estimated $15 billion worth of 
crops annually, including more 
than 130 different fruits and 
vegetables crops. One out of 
every three bites of food in the 
United States depends on honey 
bees and other pollinators. But 
honey bee populations have 
suffered significant declines in 
recent years.  

NRCS is working with landowners 
in Michigan, Minnesota, 
Montana, North Dakota, South 
Dakota and Wisconsin to 
make bee-friendly conservation 
improvements to their land, such 
as planting cover crops, 
wildflowers or native grasses and 
improving management of 
grazing lands.  

On October 9, the US Court of 
Appeals for the Sixth Circuit issued 
a nationwide stay on the EPA 
Waters of the US rule.  

This means that the new rule will 
not be implemented at this time. 
This expands nationwide the stay 
that was granted in August to 
thirteen states by a judge in North 
Dakota.  

The appeals court’s stay is not a 
final ruling on the regulation, but 
provides temporary delay in the 
implementation of the rule while 
the courts go through the process 
to make a final decision on the 
rule. READ MORE 
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During the first two years of this 
targeted campaign, NRCS and 
landowners have boosted 
available food for honey bees on 
around 35,000 acres in Michigan, 
Minnesota, North Dakota, South 
Dakota and Wisconsin. NRCS has 
expanded the effort into 
Montana this year because of 
the state’s prominent role 
in honey production.   

Planting wildflowers, native 
grasses and cover crops like 
buckwheat, mustard, clover and 
sunflowers provides high 
value food for honey bees. Cover 
crops also increase soil nutrients, 
break pest cycles and increase 
organic matter in the soil. NRCS 
also works with landowners to 
ensure pasturelands and 
rangelands include a good 
variety of legumes, forbs and 
shrubs that also provide pollen 
and nectar.  READ MORE 

Appeals court issues 
stay on WOTUS rule 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMDA5LjUwMDg5ODAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTAwOS41MDA4OTgwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NDY1NjUxJmVtYWlsaWQ9a2F0ZUBtYWNkbmV0Lm9yZyZ1c2VyaWQ9a2F0ZUBtYWNkbmV0Lm9yZyZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&105&&&http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/plantsanimals/pollinate/?cid=stelprdb1263263
http://www.northernag.net/AGNews/AgNewsStories/TabId/657/ArtMID/2927/ArticleID/5353/Court-Stops-Implementation-of-WOTUS-Nationwide.aspx
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD405226
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Cleanup of Mike Horse Dam on 
schedule 

1

For the first time in decades, 
cleanup crews have the upper 
hand on the environmentally 
dangerous dam at the 
headwaters of the Blackfoot 
River, marking a major milestone 
at one of the biggest mine 
reclamation projects in the state. 

And this week the dam, which 
had partially failed years ago, 
was finally breached, as the 
heavy equipment chews its way 
down Beartrap Creek. 

Previously, the seeps emanating 
from the toe of Mike Horse dam 
were a significant contributor of 
metals to the Beartrap Creek 

2

drainage below the dam. The 
seeps were the result of relatively 
clean shallow groundwater 
reacting with waste rock and 
tailings in the tow of the dam 
structure. 

The control of surface water via 
the Beartrap Creek diversion and 
groundwater via the groundwater 
control system eliminated the 
seeps in the Mike Horse dam in 
2010.  

DEQ has been working to remove 
the tailings from the site since 
2011. 

READ MORE 
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MSU updates nitrogen calculation tool 

USDA researcher finds soil bacteria that could control cheatgrass 

1

From the New York Times: 
Cheatgrass could vie for the title 
of the most successful invasive 
species in North America. The 
weed lives in every state, and is 
the dominant plant on more than 
154,000 square miles of the West, 
by one estimate. When it turns 
green in the spring, “you can 
actually see it from space,” said 
Bethany Bradley, an assistant 
professor at the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, who 
studies biogeography, the spatial 
distribution of species. 

The sins of cheatgrass are many. 
Its tenacious seeds lodge in the 
eyes and gums of livestock (not 
to mention the ears of pets and 
the socks of hikers). Even a 
moderate infestation in a wheat 
field can reduce yields by up to 
half. 
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Its profusion is a big reason 
today’s Western fires burn more 
land, more frequently and with 
more ferocity than in the past, 
scientists say. Unlike well-spaced 
native bunchgrasses, cheatgrass 
— its scientific name is Bromus 
tectorum, or downy brome — 
crowds tightly together and then 
dies early each summer to form 
dense mats of tinder. 

Ann Kennedy, a soil scientist with 
the Agricultural Research 
Service of the United States 
Department of Agriculture, has 
discovered naturally occurring soil 
bacteria that inhibit the growth of 
the weed’s deep root system, its 
competitive advantage, even as 
those bacteria leave native 
plants untouched. 
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In long-term field trials around the 
inland Pacific Northwest, 
including Hanford Reach 
National Monument in 
Washington State, Dr. Kennedy’s 
bacteria reduced the amount of 
cheatgrass in test plots by about 
half within three years of a single 
application. 

“We get it down to near zero 
weeds within about five or six 
years,” Dr. Kennedy said, as other 
plants recover and grow more 
competitive. The bacteria also 
dispatch two other invasive 
plants, medusahead and jointed 
goatgrass. The latest findings will 
be published within the next year, 
she said. 

READ MORE 

Save the Date! 

SOIL HEALTH WORKSHOPS 
 

Hosted by NRCS, SWCDM, and 
Soil & Water Conservation Society 

 
Nov. 2 Missoula 
Nov. 3 Great Falls & 

Bozeman 
Nov. 4 Billings 
Nov. 5 Plentywood 
 

Register online at 
www.swcdmi.org/programs 

 
For more information call 

Ann McCauley, 406-443-5711. 

http://www.kpax.com/story/30176557/crews-breach-earthen-dam-as-mike-horse-cleanup-advances
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/science/topics/invasive_species/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/science/topics/invasive_species/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Hanford_Reach/About.html
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Hanford_Reach/About.html
http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/detail.asp?weed=3
http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/detail.asp?weed=3
http://www.swcdmi.org/programs
http://www.swcdmi.org
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First-Ever Report Card for the 31-State 
Mississippi River Watershed is 
Released 

1

For the first time ever, detailed 
information about the 31-state 
Mississippi River Watershed, or 
America’s Watershed, has been 
compiled and analyzed to 
produce a “Report Card” that 
paints a picture for six key goals—
clean, abundant water; marine 
transportation; flood control and 
risk reduction; the economy; 
recreation; and ecosystem 
health.  

The Report Card was produced 
and recently released by 
America’s Watershed Initiative 
(AWI), which includes more than 
400 business, government and 
science organizations who’ve 
come together to find solutions 
for the challenges facing the 
Mississippi River and the more 
than 250 rivers that eventually 
flow into it. 

Over the past two years, AWI 
worked with 700 stakeholders 
and experts from across this vast 
watershed to produce the Report 
Card, which also provides 

2

assessments 
for five major 
sub-basins in the 
watershed. 

With an overall 
average of D+ for the 
six goals, the Report 
Card reveals many 
opportunities to raise 
the grade for America’s 
Watershed.  

How it applies to us 

The Missouri River Basin received 
an average C grade in the report 
card, much because of poor 

scores resulting from 
challenging issues in 
ecosystems and water 
Supply.  

The Missouri scored well 
in the number of 
hunting and fishing 
licenses issued. It also 
has a higher number of 
communities with 
building elevation 
requirements for flood 
control preparedness. 
However, there were a 

3

high number of communities with 
water supply systems reporting 
treatment violations and water 
depletion was high. Because 
navigation in the Missouri Basin is 
not reliant on locks and dams, 
the report card for navigation 
only includes information about 
overall system maintenance. 

The Missouri River Basin represents 
the largest area of the tributary 
watersheds and has a high 
percentage of its area in the drier 
western portion of the Mississippi 
River Watershed. Therefore, water 
allocation issues and issues 
related to flood control and flow 
management continue to be 
challenging in this region. 

View the full Report Card here. 

http://www.americaswatershed.org/reportcard
http://americaswatershed.org/ReportCard/
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Grants 
223, Mini-Education, & District 
Development Grants 

These Conservation District 
Bureau grants are due October 
15. Projects will be ranked and 
awarded at the RCAC meeting 
during MACD convention.  More 
Info. 

319 Mini Grants 

SWCDMI is pleased to offer mini-
grants up to $2,000 to help fund 
local education and outreach 
efforts that address nonpoint 
source water quality issues. NEW 
FOR 2015: projects no longer 
need a WRP to apply. 
Applications due 10/30. More 
Info. 

FSA New Farmer Outreach & 
Education Grants 

The FSA is offering $2.5 million in 
grants to nonprofits and public 
institutions of higher education 
that develop proposals to 
improve farmer outreach and 
education on topics such as 
financial training, value-added 
production, recordkeeping, 
property inheritance and crop 
production practices. More Info 

Workshops/Meetings
/Trainings/Events 

Online Graduate Course in 
Watershed Science for 
educators 

Montana Watercourse is offering 
an online graduate course 
through MSU intended to provide 
K‐8 educators with increased 
information on watershed science 
and provide the tools and 
knowledge they need to design 
and execute a watershed project 
with their students. Oct 26 to Dec 
6. More Info. 

Montana Forest 
Products Week 

MT Forest Products Week is 
October 18-24, and the Forest 
Products Roundtable is calling 
all woodworkers, forest 
landowners, and forest workers 
-- anyone with a passion for 
working forests, stewardship 
and wood products – to take 
part in the fifth annual 
celebration.   More Info. 

The Montana Conservationist 
strives to present news & 
information relevant to Montana’s 
Conservation Districts. However, 
the views and opinions expressed 
here do not necessarily represent 
those of MACD or its affiliates. 

OPPORTUNITIES 

ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 

Registration Open 
Registration is now open for the 
annual MACD Convention, to be 
held November 17-19, 2015 in 
Missoula  at the Holiday Inn 
downtown.  

Please visit the MACD website at 
www.macdnet.org to register 
online or access a PDF 
registration, and to get 
information on reserving a room 
at the hotel. 

We hope to see you there! 

Jobs 
Natural Resource Specialist 

The Gallatin Conservation 
District is seeking a natural 
resource specialist to continue 
the development of the 
Education & Outreach Center 
and to coordinate workshops, 
etc. Closes 10/23. More Info 

Watershed Coordinator 

The Sun River Watershed 
Group (SRWG) is seeking an 
independent contractor to 
coordinate watershed 
projects within the Sun River 
watershed in north-central 
Montana. Proposals due 12/1. 
More Info 

http://dnrc.mt.gov/grants-and-loans
http://dnrc.mt.gov/grants-and-loans
http://swcdmi.org/programs/319-mini-grants/
http://swcdmi.org/programs/319-mini-grants/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/outreach-and-education/index
http://btc.montana.edu/courses/aspx/descrip3.aspx?TheID=1136
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/forestry/forestry-assistance/biomass/forest-products-week
http://www.macdnet.org
http://www.gallatincd.org/home/resource-specialist/
http://macdnet.org/blog/2015/09/29/sun-river-watershed-group-seeks-coordinator/
http://www.macdnet.org
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Hotel room block at 
MACD convention closes 

 

Montana Forest Products 
Week 

 

MACD Executive 
Committee Conference 
Call 

 

 

MACD Board conference 
call 

 

MACD Annual Convention 

 

MACD Exec. Committee 
conference call 

Coming Up: 

Have an event to share? 
Please email 

tmc@macdnet.org with 
details on your organization’s 

upcoming workshops & 
events, so we can let the rest 

of the conservation 
community know! 

9 

18-24 
 

17-19 

23 

Preview of MACD Annual Convention 

The MACD Convention is just a little more than a month away, and we’d 
like to encourage everyone to register as soon as possible. You can do 
so by visiting our website at 
www.macdnet.org/programsevents/convention 

Additionally, the window for reserving a room in our reserved block 
closes this Saturday, October 17, so if you have not yet contacted the 
Holiday Inn to reserve your room, please do so this week. 

Here is the draft agenda for the convention. Please note that it may 
change as we confirm attendance from speakers. 

Tuesday, November 17  
9:30-10:30 MACD Executive Committee Meeting  
10:30-1:00 MACD Board & Chairpersons Meeting  
1:00-5:00 State Technical Advisory Committee (NRCS)  
2:00-3:00 MRCDC  
3:00-6:00 MACD Employee Organization Meeting  
5:00-6:00 Vendor and Partner Open House  
6:00-7:00 Dinner  
7:00-9:00 MACD Committee Meetings and Question & Answer 
 
Wednesday, November 18  
8:15-9:15 Opening Ceremony and Welcome Governor Bullock, US 

Congressional Representatives (invited)  
9:15-10:00 Conservation & Communities for the Next Millennium- Bob 

Cope  
11:15-12:15 Breakout Session 1: Big projects, Conservation menu, Funding  
1:30-2:30 Breakout Session 1  
2:45-3:45 Breakout Session 2: MSCA, Foresty and Range, TBD  
4:00-5:00 Breakout Session 2  
6:00-10:00 MACDEO Event- Social Dinner  
 
Thursday, November 19  
9:15-9:30 NRCS Update Lisa Coverdale  
9:30-9:45 DNRC Update John Tubbs  
10:00-11:30 Business Session (to consider Resolutions, Budget, etc.)  
11:35-12:30 Lunch- Education Lunch  
12:30-5:30 Tours- Milltown Dam, Butterfly House, or Clark Fork  
6:30-10:30 Banquet, Awards, Live Auction  
 
Friday, November 20  
8:00-9:00 MACD Board & Chairpersons Meeting  
9:00-10:00 SWCDM Meeting  
9:00-11:00 RCAC Meeting 

 

26 

October 

17 

November 

mailto:tmc@macdnet.org
http://www.macdnet.org/programsevents/convention
http://www.swcdmi.org

