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We at MACD & SWCDM are very excited for next week’s annual 
convention in Missoula. We look forward to this event every year for the 
chance to see so many wonderful faces from across the state (that’s 
you!). 

We have a great agenda put together this year. Keynote speaker Bob 
Cope will talk about Conservation & Communities for the next 
millennium, and we have lots of great breakout sessions to help CDs 
get the most out of the programs offered to you. 

We’ll also be celebrating Montana’s recent designation by NRCS as a 
“pollinator state” with a presentation by Marirose Kuhlman, who 
conducted a study on native bees at the MPG Ranch in the Bitterroot. 
She’ll tell us a little about the 74 new species to Montana she found on 
that property alone! 

And we have something a little different for the tour this year. We’re 
calling it a “Choose your own Missoula Adventure” with four different 
presentations & tours to choose from, based on what interests you 
most. 

So for those that are planning to come next week, may we suggest 
bringing your best bumblebee antennae—you’ll want to hear 
everything our presenters have to say. And for everyone else: It’s not 
too late! 

http://www.swcdmi.org
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Armed to Farm: Veterans see more 
opportunities in agriculture 

1

From the Great Falls Tribune: Paul 
Kanning had always dreamed of 
leaving his family farm growing 
up in northeastern Montana. But 
one night in 2003 during the 
invasion of Iraq, he unexpectedly 
decided the 1,200-acre farm he 
had resented for so long and that 
drove him into the U.S. Air Force 
was now his destiny. 

“We were going a gazillion miles 
an hour, and I don’t know why, 
but I was laying down one night 
thinking, ‘What am I going to do 
after this?’” said Kanning, 45. 
“And that’s when I started talking 
about how I need to buy the 
family farm and start doing it. I 
realized I was going to do 
whatever it took to get back on 
that farm.” 

Today, the Air Force veteran runs 
the TomTilda Farm, raising wheat, 
lentils and fava beans in Flaxville, 
not far from the U.S.-Canadian 
border in eastern Montana. 

The return to agriculture following 
two decades in the military was 
not without its challenges, 
Kanning said. For help, he turned 
to trial and error and assistance 
from local farmers and ranchers 
who were more than happy to 
pepper him with advice. 
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“The best ones happen at the 
local gas station at 7 o’clock in 
the morning when all the farmers 
sit down for coffee,” said 
Kanning, a fourth-generation 
farmer. “That’s where I get all my 
training and education.” 

The transition from the battlefield 
to the farm field for people such 
as Kanning underscores a 
growing trend in America: As 
thousands of young military 
personnel leave the service, 
many are finding themselves 
drawn to the prospect of jobs on 
farms and ranches scattered 
throughout the countryside, 
according to the Farmer Veteran 
Coalition of Iowa, which works 
with farm groups to put veterans 
to work in agriculture. It also 
comes as agriculture faces an 
increasingly aging population 
where the average producer is 
now 58, underscoring the need 
for new farmers. 

USDA estimates that even though 
rural America makes up 17 
percent of the country’s 
population, it accounts for 44 
percent of the men and women 
who served in the military. 
Montana has almost 100,000 
veterans in the state, about 10 
percent of its total population. 
READ MORE 

ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 

Registration is still open for the 
annual MACD Convention, to be 
held November 17-19, 2015 in 
Missoula. 

Please visit the MACD website at 
www.macdnet.org to view the 
agenda and register! 

 

From Clain Jones, MSU Extension 
Soil Fertility Specialist: As part of a 
study on cover crop mixtures, 
Montana State University 
researchers surveyed Montana 
producers on cover crop 
perceptions, management and 
barriers/incentives for adoption.  

Of the 168 surveys returned, 
about 30% of respondents were 
growing cover crops and about 
90% of those say they will 
continue to use them.  

Most respondents were relatively 
unfamiliar with cover crop 
mixtures. Soil health was 
consistently cited as the biggest 
reason to adopt cover crops, 
whereas water use, effect on 
next crop, and economics, were 
cited as biggest reasons to quit or 
not grow cover crops.  

Cover crop growers seem to be 
optimistic about the value of 
cover crops. Research, agency 
and Extension entities need to 
continue their efforts to provide 
information leading to cover crop 
success. The full survey and report 
are at: 
http://landresources.montana.ed
u/soilfertility/covercrops.html. 

Survey: Cover Crops in 
Montana 

http://landresources.montana.ed
http://www.swcdmi.org
http://www.macdnet.org
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Department of Revenue changes rules 
for livestock reporting & payments 

1

From NorthernAg Network: The 
Montana Department of 
Revenue is mailing livestock per 
capita fee bills this week. For the 
first time, livestock owners can 
pay online 
at reportyourlivestock.mt.gov. In the 
past, they could just report online. 
Payments are due on November 
30 either electronically or by 
mail.  
 
“The department wants to make 
it more convenient for livestock 
owners to report their livestock 
and pay their fees,” said Director 
Mike Kadas, Montana 
Department of Revenue. “The 
new online system should be 
efficient and effective, making it 
easier for livestock owners to do 
business.” 
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Livestock owners who prefer to 
pay by check can still do so, and 
can mail it to the address on their 
bill. 

Starting next year, a new law will 
change the payment schedule. 
In 2016, livestock per capita fees 
will be due May 31 instead of 
November 30 to cut down the 
time between reporting and 
payment.  

March 1 is the deadline for 
livestock owners to report 
livestock they own as of February 
1.  Livestock owners will be able 
to report and pay online at the 
same time, and track their 
reporting history. 

 

1

 

2

MSU updates nitrogen calculation tool 

1

From the Prairie Star: Those 
nutrient-dense powerhouses in a 
pod – pulse crops – are getting 
star treatment in 2016. 

Whether producers grow green 
or yellow peas, red, or other 
lentils, or chickpeas, next year the 
entire world will be taking a 
second look at the food, feed, 
health and new product value of 
pulse crops – edible seeds of 
annual legumes. 

Shannon Berndt, executive 
director of the Northern Pulse 
Growers Association, said the 
General Assembly of the United 
Nations proclaimed 2016 as the 
“International Year of Pulses. 

2

As Montana and North Dakota 
producers grow the most pulse 
crops in the U.S., attention will be 
focused on this region as well as 
on other countries across the 
globe that also grow pulses. 

For North Dakota and Montana 
producers, pulse crops are 
important rotational crops for 
those two states as they are good 
for fixing nitrogen, according to 
Berndt. 

“Our climate here is ideal for 
growing cool-season legumes,” 
she said, adding that soils make a 
difference and some soils 
producer higher yields than other 
soils. READ MORE 

Soil Health 
Workshops a big 
success 

Many convention rooms were 
standing room only during last 
week's soil health workshop series 
with nearly 600 participants in 
attendance at the five workshops 
across Montana.  

The Great Falls workshop had a 
huge turnout of 210 participants, 
and as Marni Thompson said, “We 
have never heard so many 
“Thank You’s” from producers 
regarding the information they 
received.  The energy in the room 
was infectious.” 

Featured keynote speakers 
included producers Gabe Brown, 
Neil Dennis, and Derek Axten.  

Each producer spoke of their own 
experiences with building soil 
through cover crops, mob 
grazing, and livestock integration, 
and the numerous benefits they 
have witnessed through an 
improved soil resource.   

In the words of Gabe Brown, soil 
health is about "getting back to 
nature's model" and mimicking 
the way soils and plants function 
in nature is the key to 
regenerative agriculture.  

Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts of Montana would like to 
thank the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service, the NRCS 
Soil Health Team Staff, and the 
Soil and Water Conservation 
Society for their support, and our 
many sponsors and vendors for 
making this year's soil health series 
a success!  See you next year!  

International Year of the Pulses proclaimed 
by UN 

https://app.mt.gov/livestockreporting
http://www.theprairiestar.com/news/regional/international-year-of-the-pulses-proclaimed-by-united-nations/article_d120a42c-3aa3-58e0-89c1-9389f54a4099.html#utm_source=%5Bdomain%5D&utm_campaign=%2Femail-updates%2Fweekly%2F&utm_medium=email&utm_content=headline
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Enemy of the Enemy: When native parasites attack 
biocontrol agents 

1

From the Monthly Weed Post by 
Jane Mangold, MSU Extension:  

Under classical biological control, 
agents are released against 
target non-native weeds under 
the assumption that the weed is 
successful in its invaded range 
due to the lack of natural 
enemies.  

During importation and release of 
a new biocontrol agent, 
measures are taken to ensure 
that the agent is free of 
parasitoids. Parasitoids are insects 
that have a life stage that 
develops on or within a single 
insect host, ultimately killing the 
host.  

The screening of biocontrol 
agents to ensure they are free of 
parasitoids is important because 
agents in their introduced range 
are more likely to be effective in 
areas where their own natural 
enemies are absent.  

Unfortunately, biocontrol agents 

2

may not remain enemy-free 
because introduced organisms 
can become prey to parasitoids 
that are native in the new 
environment. 

Biological control of spotted 
knapweed began in the 1970s, 
and since that time 13 agents 
have been released. 

Relatively little is known about 
parasitoids attacking spotted 
knapweed biocontrol agents in 
their introduced range and the 
degree to which they may limit 
biocontrol efficacy.  

Parasitism is highly likely, however, 
given that these agents have 
been present for decades and 
such relationships usually take 
time to develop.  

Seven studies investigating 
parasitism of spotted knapweed 
biocontrol agents have been 
published and all were focused 
on seedhead-feeding Urophora 
flies, the earliest agents released.  

3

Given the limited scope of 
previous work and the potential 
impact to biocontrol efficacy, we 
believed further research was 
warranted.  

We conducted a study to identify 
parasitoids attacking spotted 
knapweed biocontrol agents in 
Montana and determine the 
percent parasitism of any host-
parasitoid associations found.  

Roots and seedheads of spotted 
knapweed were collected from 
45 sites in western Montana over 
a two-year period, and 
monitored for insect emergence.  

Of the 13 biocontrol agents 
released against spotted 
knapweed, 10 were reared from 
plant material collected. Nine 
species of parasitoids emerged, 
four of which were previously 
unknown associations with these 
biocontrol agents.  

Host associations were 
determined for three of the 
parasitoid species, and others 
were inferred based on previous 
studies.  

Parasitism rates of Urophora affinis 
were surprisingly high, reaching 
100% in some cases.  

The long-term vulnerability of 
biocontrol agents to parasitism 
by native organisms is a concern 
for the practice of classical 
biological control, especially for 
agents that have been 
established for several decades, 
and thus merits further research 
attention. 

You can read about this study in 
detail here. This study was 
supported by a grant from USDA-
National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture (#2012-67014-19365). 

http://www.swcdmi.org
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Grants 
DNRC Watershed Management 
Grants 

Watershed Management Grants 
are new to DNRC this year and will 
fund  $300,000 in grants for 
planning and management 
activities which conserve, 
develop, manage or preserve the 
state renewable resources and/or 
support the implementation and 
development of the state water 
plan, Montana non point source 
plan, drought plan or locally led 
planning efforts. More Info 

Hazardous Fuel Reduction 
Program 

The goal of the program is to 
minimize the potential for 
catastrophic losses to private 
property as the result of 
prescribed fire activities 
encroaching from National Forest 
System (NFS) lands. The program 
encourages landowners to be 
proactive in mitigating fuel 
hazards on their property, 
creating defensible space, and 
employing Firewise principles. Due 
11/30/2015. Contact 
ewarrington@mt.gov. 

Forests in Focus Grants 

The DNRC is soliciting proposals for 
grants totaling $2 million for forest 
restoration and fuel reduction 
projects on non-industrial private, 
state, and/or tribal lands in 
Montana. Proposals due 1/7/2016. 
More Info 

The Montana Conservationist 
strives to present news & 
information relevant to Montana’s 
Conservation Districts. However, 
the views and opinions expressed 
here do not necessarily represent 
those of MACD or its affiliates. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
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Community Forest & Open 
Space Grants 

Through this program, the Forest 
Service is authorized to provide 
financial assistance grants to 
local governments, Indian tribes, 
and qualified nonprofit 
organizations to establish 
community forests that provide 
defined public benefits. Due 
1/15/2016. More Info  

Workshops/Meetings
/Trainings/Events 
Winter Beef Nutrition Series 

MSU Extension is hosting a three-
part series on Cattle Nutrition. Part 
1 is November 18 in Plentywood. 
Topics will cover nutritional 
management by age, cold stress, 
and mineral & forage samples. 
More Info 

Ranch Finances Workshop, 
Baker 

Little Beaver CD is hosting a range 
workshop that will feature 
discussions on livestock markets & 
marketing, ranch accounting, 
and more. November 23. More 
Info 

Soil Health Workshop, Forsyth 

Rosebud CD, Custer CD and 
Yellowstone CD, is putting on a 
Soil Health Workshop and Ag 
Expo, featuring Jay Fuhrer, Burke 
Teischert, Gabe Brown, Elaine 
Ingham, and Don Huber. 
December 2 & 3. More Info. 
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Soil Health Workshop, Hardin 

Big Horn CD & Hardin NRCS are 
hosting a free workshop 
December 16. Speakers include 
Jay Fuhrer & Kate Vogel, and 
there will be a producer round-
table discussion. More Info: 406-
665-3442 x101. 

Jobs 

Communications & Outreach 
Manager 

The Montana Stockgrowers 
Association is seeking 
applications for a Manager of 
Communications and 
Outreach. The position is 
responsible for all formal 
Association communications, 
facilitates outreach programs 
for Association members, 
industry and public audiences, 
and provides staff support for 
Association programs. More 
Info 

Watershed Coordinator 

The Sun River Watershed 
Group (SRWG) is seeking an 
independent contractor to 
coordinate watershed 
projects within the Sun River 
watershed in north-central 
Montana. Proposals due 12/1. 
More Info 

Web Design Specialist; Web 
Developer 

National Center for 
Appropriate Technology is 
seeking applicants to 
enhance their web presence 
and customer service. More 
Info 

http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/dnrc-announces-new-watershed-management-grant-program
mailto:ewarrington@mt.gov
mailto:ewarrington@mt.gov
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/forestry/forestry-assistance/forest-in-focus
http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/cfp.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/MSUbeefextension/photos/a.794084220614181.1073741830.774703365885600/999016430120958/?type=3&theater
http://macdnet.org/blog/event/range-workshop/?instance_id=352885
http://macdnet.org/blog/event/range-workshop/?instance_id=352885
http://www.rosebudcd.com/
http://mtbeef.org/
http://mtbeef.org/
http://macdnet.org/blog/2015/09/29/sun-river-watershed-group-seeks-coordinator/
https://www.ncat.org/jobs/
https://www.ncat.org/jobs/
http://www.swcdmi.org
mailto:ewarrington@mt.gov
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MACD Annual Convention 

 

Range Workshop, Baker 

MACD Exec. Committee 
conference call 

 

 

Soil Health Workshop & Ag 
Expo, Forsyth 

MT Grain Growers Annual 
Convention 

 

MT Stockgrowers 
Convention 

MT Wool Growers  

MT Organic Assoc. 

 

World Soil Day 
Celebration, Kalispell 

 

MACD Board Conference 
Call 

 

Soil Health Workshop, 
Hardin 

Coming Up: 

Have an event to share? 
Please email 

tmc@macdnet.org with 
details on your organization’s 

upcoming workshops & 
events, so we can let the rest 

of the conservation 
community know! 

17-19 

23 

5 Things Ag is Doing Wrong (and How to 
Correct Them) by Mark Bennett, Texas Farm Bureau 

1

This opinion piece originally 
appeared on the Texas 
Agriculture Talks website. 
Although the author makes some 
strong statements, he highlights a 
number of interesting points 
about how agriculture is 
perceived and communicated in 
the U.S. 

American agriculture is the most 
progressive in the world. Not so 
much, though, when it comes to 
communicating. We have work to 
do. Farmers and ranchers have 
talked about “educating” the 
public for all of my 30-year career 
in Farm Bureau. 

Truth. The public doesn’t want to 
be “educated.” They want 
answers. To their concerns about 
food. How you grow it. And what 
you do to ensure their family’s 
safety. 

Sure, we’ve made progress. But 
the same messages have been 
repeated for three decades. Not 
that they are bad messages. 
There’s truth to them all. It’s time 
to switch gears. Sometimes the 
tried and true gets old and tired. 

Below are five messages and 
strategies agriculture needs to 
change. And how to change 
them. 

Safe, wholesome and affordable 
food. Quit talking about it. People 
don’t want good news. Bad news 
sells. Talk about famine, 
pestilence and food that makes 
you sick. That’s what you’ll have if 
American farmers go out of 
business. 

November 

December 

1-3 

5 
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Don’t attack food 
activists. Embrace them instead. 
Speak about how going back to 
40 acres and a mule will make life 
much more expensive for 
consumers. And much more 
profitable for farmers. The few 
that survive, anyway. 

Feeding a hungry 
world. Consumers don’t care. 
Research verifies it. Think good 
old USA. Demonstrate American 
farms are hard at work. Feeding 
American families. 

Farmers are the original 
environmentalists. That may be 
true. But consumers don’t believe 
it. Talk about technology. And 
how it allows you to feed more 
American families (see above). 
And oh, by the way, farmers are 
using much less pesticides and 
fertilizers and making the 
environment better for everyone 
because of it. 

“I’m a farmer and I’ll tell you what 
you need to know about food 
and you need to believe it 
because I know what I’m talking 
about.” That’s so old school. 
Consumers are going to question 
you about how their food is 
grown. Better get used to it. 
Because it’s a trend that’s not 
going away. 

So there you have it. 

Sure, I’ve been a bit facetious. It’s 
simply to make a point. 

Change. We practice it daily on 
our operations. Let’s practice it 
off the farm as well. It’s time to 
quit “educating.” And start 
“communicating.” 

14 

3-5 
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http://txagtalks.texasfarmbureau.org/5-things-ag-is-doing-wrong-and-how-to-correct-them/
http://txagtalks.texasfarmbureau.org/5-things-ag-is-doing-wrong-and-how-to-correct-them/
mailto:tmc@macdnet.org
http://www.swcdmi.org

