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Reno, Nevada: At the National 
Association of Conservation 
Districts’ Annual Convention on 
February 3, Winnett ranchers 
Diane and Larry “Skip” Ahlgren 
received national recognition 
for their hard work in 
conservation. 

NACD President Lee McDaniel and NRCS Chief Jason Weller presented 
the Ahlgrens with the Olin Simms Conservation Leadership Award, 
which was created as a joint effort by NACD and NRCS to recognize 
outstanding conservation leadership at the state and local levels in 
memory of former NACD President Olin Simms. 

The Ahlgrens, who raise cattle just outside of Winnett, were honored for 
their superior service to the conservation community and commitment 
to promoting and leading conservation on private lands. 

In addition to the numerous conservation methods they have 
implemented on their own land, including a rotational grazing system 
they’ve used for almost twenty years, the Ahlgrens are familiar faces in 
groups promoting conservation across the state.  

Diane, who has been a supervisor on the Petroleum Conservation 
District for 23 years, also serves on the Rangeland Resources Executive 
Committee for DNRC, and sits on the Sage Grouse Oversight Team. 
Larry serves as Secretary/Treasurer for the Grass Range Grazing District, 
as one of the Directors of the Williams Coulee Grazing District, and on 
the Board of Directors for the Montana Association of State Grazing 
Districts. 

“We were very honored and humbled,” Skip said. “It was a pretty neat 
deal. Perhaps the best part was getting to go to Reno, and meeting 
people like us from all over the country.” You can read the Ahlgren’s 
nomination letters on our website. 

Ahlgrens receive national 
recognition for conservation efforts 
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(U.S. Senate) – Last week Senator 
Jon Tester announced nearly $3 
million in Army Corps of Engineers 
grants for Montana water projects.  
 
Montana communities use these 
Army Corps grants, which are 
made possible through the Water 
Resources Development Act 
Section 595 program. The grants 
can be used to upgrade 
wastewater treatment facilities, 
water supply infrastructure, 
environmental restoration, and 
surface water resource protection 
and development. 
 
Tester, who sits on the 
Appropriations subcommittee that 
funds water projects, said this 
funding represents a critical 
investment in many Montana 
communities. 
 
"Montanans know the importance 
of clean water to the health of our 
communities and our outdoor way 
of life," Tester said. "This Army Corps 
funding will allow communities 

1

 

22

across the state to meet the needs 
of their residents and plan for 
future growth." 

Project Funding Amount 

• Bainville-$200,000 

• Bitterroot Conservation District-
$300,000 

• Butte-$250,000 

• Fergus Conservation District-
$250,000 

• Gallatin Gateway-$200,000 

• Harlowton-$250,000 

• Roundup-$250,000 

• Sanders County-$200,000 

• South Winds Water and Sewer 
District-$400,000 

• Sweet Grass Conservation 
District-$400,000 

• Terry-$200,000 

The grants require a 25 percent 

 

Tester announces $3 million for Montana water projects 
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funding match from local 
governments. 

Conservation Districts included 

As you can see from the list 
above, three Conservation 
District projects were funded by 
the grant. 

Sweet Grass Conservation District 
received $400,000 to add to their 
pot of $100,000 for a project on 
the Yellowstone River at Grey 
Cliff will stabilize the river channel 
and prevent further erosion and 
channel migration which 
threaten the county road and 
bridge crossing. 

Bitterroot Conservation District 
received $300,000 to fix the 
dangerous Supply Ditch Diversion 
Dam on the Bitterroot River. The 
current diversion has creates a 
dangerous recirculating current 
that has caused numerous 
boating accidents, including one 
that killed a 6-year-old girl in 
2013. 
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Feb. 12, 2016 – The USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) will invest $1.7 million in the 
Upper Clark Fork River Drought 
Resiliency Project to improve 
water quantity through the 
Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program (RCPP) created by the 
2014 Farm Bill. 

This project will implement major 
water conservation projects such 
as piping three leaky canals, 
constructing six new diversions, 
doubling the flow in a critical 
reach of the Clark Fork River, 
preventing entrainment of native 
fish, while also addressing the 
impacts of drought on forest and 
grazing lands in the upper 
watershed. 

NRCS is providing $220 million to 
84 partner-led projects to help 
communities improve water 
quality, combat drought, 
enhance soil health, support 
wildlife habitat and protect 
agricultural viability through RCPP. 

“We put out a call for innovative 
and results-focused projects that 
will deliver the most conservation 
impact for the money,” said Lisa 
Coverdale, NRCS state 
conservationist for Montana. “Our 
partners answered with creative, 
locally-led approaches to help 
producers support their ongoing 
business operations and address 
natural resource challenges in 
their communities.” 

 

NRCS announces 
$1.7 million for 
Drought Resiliency 

Competition spurs Lewistown kids to fix creek 
bed 

1

A group of Lewistown Middle 
School students are standing in 
front of a small crowd of 
homeowners, conservationists 
and government officials fielding 
questions about stream flow, 
back channels, and riprap along 
one section of Big Spring Creek. 

It becomes evident as the 
students explain how the flooding 
of 2011 cut a new channel of the 
blue-ribbon stream through a field 
and abandoned its old channel - 
creating a whole host of problems 
- that this isn’t a typical science 
fair research project for these kids. 

“It’s nice to know you’re doing 
something good to help the 
community out,” says Dalice 
Church, an eighth-grader. “It feels 
like there is much more to do.” 

Church and some of her 
classmates have once again 
entered the Samsung “Solve for 
Tomorrow” science, technology, 
engineering and math contest. 
They have been named the state 
winners with their ideas on 
diverting some of the water 
flowing through the new channel 
of the creek back through the old 
channel. 

2

They’ve earned their school 
$20,000 in new technology, 
according to eighth-grade 
science teacher Suzie Flentie, 
and if they keep going on at the 
national level, could earn up to 
$140,000. 

But in doing this project, they’ve 
opened a whole new can of 
worms on what it takes to fix a 
problem as complex as a creek 
bed reflow, hence the discussion 
with homeowners, members of 
the Fergus County Conservation 
District and Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
on this snowy Wednesday 
afternoon in the basement of the 
sheriff’s department. 

“I enjoy watching them get 
involved,” Flentie said. “I feel like 
they’ve developed a pretty 
good idea of the problem.” 

The problem began when major 
rainfall created massive flooding 
of Big Spring Creek in and around 
Lewistown in 2011. The creek 
used to meander behind some 
trees and in front of homes along 
Rainbow Lane and Mill Stream 
Road. 
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Hello to: Nea Rice, new administrator at Toole County 
Conservation District. You can reach her at 406-434-5234 ext 113 or  
TooleCountyCD@gmail.com. 
 
Hello to: Kori Anderson, the new communication manager for 
Montana Stockgrowers Association. She’s also one of SWCDM 
communication manager Kate Arpin’s best friends from high 
school. Watch for collaborations! Reach Kori at kori@mtbeef.org.  
 
If you know of a past or present supervisor, administrator, or other 
member of the Montana Conservation Community that should be 
recognized in this section, please notify tmc@macdnet.org. 

Scholarships Available—One Week Left! 
 

The application period is now open for MACD’s annual scholarships. Two 
$500 Scholarships are available for Montana students—high school 
seniors or students who are attending an accredited post secondary 
institution in Montana may apply. 

Students must have a minimum 3.0 GPA, and enrollment or plans to 
enroll in a natural resource course of study. 

Application deadline is February 26, 2016. Visit 
www.macdnet.org/scholarship for more info & the application. 

Hello / Goodbye 

Irrigation Water 
Management program 
enrollment open 

Montana Association of 
Conservation Districts and Soil & 
Water Conservation Districts of 
Montana (SWCDM) are pleased 
to provide another year of our 
Irrigation Water Management 
(IWM) Service.  

This IWM Service is available to all 
Montana irrigators and can be 
used in conjunction with NRCS 
EQIP irrigation programs.  

Three levels of irrigation 
management are available 
(basic, intermediate, and 
advanced), and our IWM Service 
will assist producers with the 
maintenance of soil moisture 
records and provide feedback 
on the application of water and 
energy based on their enrolled 
level through an "Irrigation 
Checkbook Accountant."  

Producers will be responsible for 
monitoring and reporting water 
applications and soil moisture 
readings to the checkbook 
accountant.  

Signup is one-time only for a 3-
year program. 

For more information about the 
program, visit our website at 
www.swcdmi.org. 

For questions about 
the IWM Service, please contact 
IWM Checkbook Accountant, 
Rob Krause 
at macdiwm12@hotmail.com, or 
contact your local NRCS Field 
Office. 

 

Super Bowl MVP Von Miller dreams of being a 
chicken farmer 

1

From Modern Farmer: According 
to Yahoo! Sports, Denver Broncos’ 
lineback Von Miller—who’s 26 
and studied poultry science at 
Texas A&M—has a small chicken 
coop in his 3,000-square-foot 
backyard, which houses about 40 
to 50 birds. (Roosters are his 
favorite.) He flew out to Valencia, 
California, to shadow chicken 
farmers, which you can check out 
in this Sports Illustrated video 
below. 

2

On how get got interested in 
poultry farming, Miller tells SI, “I 
needed two easy credits for the 
semester, and I was like, put me in 
the chicken class. At first I used to 
fall asleep—I just was not into the 
class—but my professor, Dr. 
[Morgan] Farnell, he’s a huge 
catalyst about why I’m so 
passionate about it now. He was 
just not going to settle for me 
sleeping through the class. After a 
while, I became more and more 
interested.” Read More 

mailto:TooleCountyCD@gmail.com
mailto:kori@mtbeef.org
mailto:tmc@macdnet.org
http://www.macdnet.org/scholarship
mailto:macdiwm12@hotmail.com
http://sports.yahoo.com/blogs/nfl-shutdown-corner/von-miller-looks-forward-to-his-next-career-as-a-chicken-farmer-133501415.html
http://www.si.com/nfl/video/2015/12/18/day-life-denver-broncos-von-miller
http://www.si.com/nfl/video/2015/12/18/day-life-denver-broncos-von-miller
http://modernfarmer.com/2016/02/denver-broncos-von-miller-chicken-farmer/?utm_source=Modern+Farmer+Newsletter&utm_campaign=3ce776ac30-Thursday_February_11_20162_11_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e8a89c7e43-3ce776ac30-75608405&mc_cid=3ce776ac30&mc_eid=5c71baf5bd
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Grants 
Water Quality Mini Grants 

SWCDM is pleased to offer mini-
grants up to $2,000 to help fund 
local education and outreach 
efforts that address nonpoint 
source water quality issues. 
Applications open 1/25/2016. 
More Info 

Montana Specialty Crops 

The Montana Department of 
Agriculture is accepting 
applications through the Specialty 
Crop Block Grant program to 
enhance the competitiveness of 
Montana specialty crops. Closes 
Feb 24.  More Info. 

Environmental Education Local 
Mini-Grants 

MWCC, MT Watercourse, & EPA 
are offering grants of up to $5000 
to support locally-focused 
environmental education projects 
that increase public awareness 
and knowledge about 
environmental issues. Closes 
March 1.  More Info. 

Healthy Watersheds 
Consortium Grants 

The goal is to accelerate strategic 
protection of healthy, freshwater 
ecosystems and their watersheds. 
U.S. Endowment for Forestry and 
Communities. Due 3/14.  More 
Info. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 

2

Aquatic Invasive Species 
Grants 

Grants up to $15,000 are 
available for AIS control through 
DNRC. Preference will be given to 
priority waters, as well as to on-
the-ground projects such as 
surveys and removal that result in 
measurable control of aquatic 
invasive species. Due 3/15.  More 
Info. 

Agriculture in the Classroom 

The SPECA program seeks to 
promote and strengthen 
secondary and postsecondary 
education in agriscience and 
agribusiness and promote 
linkages among secondary, 
postsecondary, and higher 
education programs in food and 
agricultural sciences. Closes 
March 18.  More Info. 

Reclamation & Development 

Projects up to $300k to address 
adverse effects of mining/mineral 
development and exploration, 
administered by DNRC. Due May 
16.  More Info. 

Workshops/Meetings
/Trainings/Events 
Bank Stabilization Workshop 

This two-day classroom and field 
course will examine the science 
and application of dynamic river 
restoration concepts and 
techniques with an emphasis on 
how to address bank erosion and 
instability with willow lifts. CD 
supervisors encouraged. April 6-7, 
Shelby. More Info 

3

310 Workshop 

Roosevelt CD is hosting a 310 
workshop for supervisors, 
employees, irrigators, oil and gas, 
and others. March 8. More Info 

Energy Efficiency Workshops 

USDA Rural Development & the 
DEQ Renewable Energy Program 
will host a series of seven free 
energy workshops at various 
Montana locations - “Making 
Energy Work for Your Small 
Business or Agricultural 
Operation”. Workshops are free 
and will address funding sources 
& other topics. More Info 

Jobs 
Grant Writer 

Madison Valley Ranchlands 
Group. Email 
mvrgdirector@gmail.com  

Partnerships Coordinator 

Adventurers & Scientists for 
Conservation. More Info  

Executive Director 

One Montana is seeking a 
motivated and experienced 
individual to take the 
organization to the next level. 
Due Feb 22. More Info 

The Montana Conservationist 
strives to present news & 
information relevant to Montana’s 
Conservation Districts. However, 
the views and opinions expressed 
here do not necessarily represent 
those of MACD or its affiliates. 

http://swcdmi.org/programs/319-mini-grants/
http://agr.mt.gov/About/News/news_2016_01_16.html
http://agr.mt.gov/About/News/news_2016_01_16.html
http://www.usendowment.org/partnerships/hwcgrantprogram.html?mc_cid=1411c27962&mc_eid=444c6825bd
http://www.usendowment.org/partnerships/hwcgrantprogram.html?mc_cid=1411c27962&mc_eid=444c6825bd
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/resource-development/aquatic-invasive-species?mc_cid=1411c27962&mc_eid=444c6825bd
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/resource-development/aquatic-invasive-species?mc_cid=1411c27962&mc_eid=444c6825bd
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281049
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/resource-development/reclamation-and-development-grants-program
http://us4.campaign-archive1.com/?u=607ff26b894f5a0131d11211f&id=d7ea20a3ca&e=4c020572f6
http://macdnet.org/blog/event/310-workshop/?instance_id=352897
http://www.rd.usda.gov/files/MT_2016EnergyWorkshops.pdf
mailto:mvrgdirector@gmail.com
http://www.adventurescience.org/uploads/7/3/9/8/7398741/asc_partnershipscoordinator_jobdescription.pdf
http://www.onemontana.org/news/wed-01202016-0948/were-now-hiring-position-executive-director
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MACD Exec Committee 
Conference Call 

 

RCAC Meeting, Great Falls 

 

Musselshell Water Rights 
Meeting, Roundup & 
Harlowton 

 

Prescribed Grazing 
Workshop, Ekalaka 

 

 

310 Workshop, Culbertson 

 

Yellowstone River 
Cumulative Effects 
Analysis Symposium, 
Billings 

 

MACD Board Conference 
Call 

Coming Up: 

Have an event to share? 
Please email 

tmc@macdnet.org with 
details on your organization’s 

upcoming workshops & 
events, so we can let the rest 

of the conservation 
community know! 

14 

25 

8 

9-10 

22 

February 

29 

24 

MACD at work at National Convention 
From the Biggest Little Town in the World 

Greetings from Reno, Nevada where your MACD Officers and delegates 
represented Montana on the national scene. We just had probably the 
largest turnout of Montanans at the national convention that I have 
seen in years.  

The highlight of the event was likely the Olin Simms award given to our 
own Skip and Diane Algren of Winnet presented by none other than 
Chief Jason Weller from NRCS and NACD President Lee McDaniels. This is 
the second time in its short history that Montanans have received the 
award, the first being past MACD President Buzz Mattelin of Culbertson.  

Laurie Zeller was present to receive the award for District Official Training 
Program. Thank You Laurie, for your years of assistance to the districts. 
Our Master of Ceremonies was none other than Lane Nordland of the 
Northern Ag Network and son of Shonny Nordland, administrator for 
Fergus County CD, who was also in attendance as an Envirothon 
director. 

As usual we attended the Northern Plains meeting for current updates. 
As the Montana delegates Dean Rogge and myself worked the Natural 
Resource Policy Committee where Dean did an excellent job defending 
Montana's resolution concerning "Local Ecological Knowledge" when 
dealing with predators and endangered species. I chaired the NACD 
Forestry Resource Policy Group and as a member of the National Joint 
Forestry Team discussed how to advance forestry issues. Both Chief 
Weller and Forest Service Chief Thomas Tidwell attended this meeting.  

President Wivholm and Dean Rogge were able to meet with the BLM 
representative and discuss issues concerning the BLM and bison. The 
Montana contingent was also able to spend valuable time with NRCS 
Region Conservationist, Astor Boozer, and NACD's new Western Issues 
Specialist, Jeff Burwell who was Montana's State Conservationist for a 
short time. 

I would like to thank State Conservationist, Lisa Coverdale, for 
attendance and support while in Reno. It is fantastic to have such 
a great partner to work with.  Vice-president Mark Suta and Don 
Youngbauer were able to spend time at many of the meetings and 
learning the ropes of how our national organization functions. 

Thank you to all the conservation districts of the great state of Montana 
that make our efforts possible.  

Steve Hedstrom, Montana, NACD 
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