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Montana group travels to Denver to 
meet with USFWS; promote local 
conservation & communication 
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By Rachel Frost: A group of Montana folks traveled to Denver on 
January 26th to meet with leaders in the Mountain-Prairie Region of the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service. Dean Rogge from Garfield County CD, and 
Steve Wanderaas of McCone County CD, traveled with MRCDC 
Coordinator Rachel Frost, MACD Executive Director Elena Evans, Phillips 
County Commissioner and local rancher Lesley Robinson, and Fergus 
County Commissioner Carl Seilstad to the Mile High City.  

The group met with Noreen Walsh, Regional Director; Matt Hogan, 
Deputy Regional Director; Will Meeks, Assistant Regional Director of 
Refuges; and Mike Blenden, Refuge Supervisor for Montana, Wyoming 
and Utah to discuss locally-led conservation efforts in Montana.  

The purpose of the visit was to highlight the success of current locally-
led conservation efforts, and to provide local insight on the socially 
complex issues of bison, endangered species, and changing land use.  
Continued on page 4… 
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From Wyoming Public Media: A 
first-of-its-kind study shows that 
wind farms do have a slight effect 
on the nesting and chick raising of 
female sage grouse. The six-year 
study was recently completed by 
Western Ecosystem Technology 
(WEST), a research firm in Laramie. 
Biologist Chad LeBeau says that 
the wind turbines didn’t effect 
where female sage grouse chose 
to build nests, but once chicks 
hatched, they did tend to move 
farther away from them. 

“Brood rearing, we kind of started 
seeing a shift where nests hatched 
and they began to start to raise 
their broods and they started 
shifting away from turbines,” he 
says. “So we did see an impact of 
displacement about 1.2 kilometers 
from the facility. This was also 
observed in the summer period.” 
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In other words, the turbines 
disturbed the sage grouse enough 
so they moved about three 
quarters of a mile away than 
normal during that period. The 
concern is that such disturbance 
could stress grouse populations in 
areas near wind farms.  

LeBeau says the study was 
prompted when the state 
adopted restrictions to wind farms 
in sage grouse habitat under the 
Governor’s Core Area Strategy, 
and because large wind farms like 
the Chokecherry-Sierra Madre 
Project have been proposed. 

He says one reason grouse may be 
willing to nest near turbines is 
because they discourage raptors 
from hunting there. 

READ MORE 

 

The birds and the turbines 

A study on the effects of wind farms on sage grouse 

Chesapeake TMDL 
stands 

From Northern Ag: The EPA 
pollution controls in the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed will 
stand as the U.S. Supreme Court 
Monday denied a review in the 
American Farm Bureau 
Federation's legal challenge. A 
previous appeals court ruling in 
favor of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency's action in the 
watershed will stand. 

The decision allows EPA to 
continue requiring the seven 
states in the Chesapeake Bay to 
clamp down on nitrogen and 
phosphorus runoff into the 
watershed. 
 
In November 2015, several major 
ag groups, led by the AFBF, 
asked the court to determine 
whether states or the federal 
government has authority under 
the Clean Water Act to 
implement and enforce specific 
nutrient standards. There are 
thousands of nutrient standards in 
watersheds across the country 
known as total maximum daily 
loads (TMDL). However, AFBF and 
other agriculture groups have 
been especially concerned 
about the Chesapeake Bay TMDL 
because it encompasses several 
states and could be used as a 
model for similar efforts across the 
country. 
 
In July 2015, the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Third 
District in Philadelphia ruled EPA 
was acting on its authority by 
implementing numeric standards 
to reduce the flow of nutrients 
from farms and other sources in 
the estuary. READ MORE 

http://www.west-inc.com/wildlife-life-monitoring-and-research/
http://wyomingpublicmedia.org/post/sage-grouse-dont-mind-wind-farmstoo-much
http://www.northernag.net/AGNews/AgNewsStories/TabId/657/ArtMID/2927/ArticleID/6143/Years-of-Legal-Wrangling-Ends-Chesapeake-TMDL-Stands.aspx
http://www.swcdmi.org
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From Techline: A recent study 
surveyed landowners & managers 
in rural parts of Missoula County to 
get a sense of the effects small 
parcels and absentee landowners 
have on weed management. 

The study surveyed landowners in 
two rural valleys with 26% 
absentee ownership and a large 
number of small parcels. 

Although landowners indicated a 
high level of awareness and 
concern about weeds, and 78% 
of landowners in the study 
managed weeds, only 63% were 
effective at weed management. 

As many of us can guess, many 
landowners reported that seeds 
coming from adjacent properties 
were the most significant barrier 
to effective weed control. 

But how can weed coordinators 
and adjacent landowners 
convince their neighbors to 
manage their weeds? 

The study suggests that in 
landscapes with a diversity of 
landowners, practitioners 
emphasize a range of weed 
management approaches (from 
herbicides to biocontrols) and 
benefits (from wildlife habitat to 
scenic beauty). In particular, 
landowners who are concerned 
about the safety of herbicides 
might need information on 
alternative methods.  

Because absentee landowners 
are less likely to manage weeds, 
managers need to find ways to 
engage these landowners in 
weed management. READ MORE 

Managing weeds when 
your neighbor lives out 
of state 

In Kentucky, farms fuel rural main street boon 
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By Patty Cantrell, Regional Food 
Solutions: Just four years ago, 
Main Street in Corbin, Kentucky 
(pop. 7,300), looked and felt like 
most downtowns in rural America: 
Vacant buildings. Empty 
sidewalks. A few surviving 
businesses. 

Today it’s hard to find a parking 
space on the mile and a half of 
Corbin’s Main Street. “We have a 
vibrant 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
economy here now,” said Andy 
Salmons, the city’s Main Street 
manager. 

What happened? 

The answer is important to rural 
and urban places across the 
country. Many are trying to build 
stronger futures with new local 
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and regional commerce. A 
recent national inventory, for 
example, shows that Main Street 
environments build not only 
commerce and wealth but also 
underlying physical and mental 
health. 

Economic Stimulus 

Corbin is among a growing 
number of towns discovering and 
capitalizing on the power of local 
food to provide a new economy 
stimulus. 

Bringing people back downtown 
to live, work, and play is key, said 
Corbin Mayor Willard McBurney. 
“To do that you need places to 
eat, places to shop.” 

READ MORE 

Online Managed Grazing Tutorial Available 

1

A new online tutorial, 
“Managed Grazing Tutorial,” by 
the National Center for 
Appropriate Technology (NCAT) 
goes in-depth into how 
changing the way grazing 
animals are managed can 
improve both the condition of 
your land and your bottom line. 

It’s free and available on the 
NCAT ATTRA website at 
www.attra.ncat.org. 

The interactive tutorial is divided 
into a series of stand-alone 
lessons, so participants can 
progress at their own pace. The 
lessons include these subjects: 
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Grazing Management: Inventory 

Managed Grazing Infrastructure: 
Fencing and Water 

Managing the Mature Stand 

Intensifying Managed Grazing 

Stockpiling Grass 

The lessons are taught by NCAT 
specialists who are also livestock 
producers with years of 
experience managing their own 
pastures. Their detailed 
presentations along with real-
world examples and links to 
other resources will help 
producers both refine and build 
managed grazing systems 
regardless of their experience. 

http://www.bioone.org/doi/10.1614/IPSM-D-14-00059.1
http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/measuring-sprawl
http://www.wallacecenter.org/good-food-economy-digest/
http://www.wallacecenter.org/good-food-economy-digest/
http://www.regionalfoodsolutions.com/local-food-fuels-rural-main-street-mojo/
https://attra.ncat.org/tutorials/grazing/index.php
http://www.swcdmi.org
http://www.attra.ncat.org
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…Continued from page 1: With 
both County Commissioners and 
Conservation District Supervisors 
in attendance, the group was 
capable of conveying the broad 
range of indirect effects that 
regulatory uncertainty and 
conservation efforts without local 
support can provoke in 
communities.   

The attendees described efforts 
such as the CMR Community 
Working Group, the Montana 
Saltcedar Team, and the 
Montana Rangelands 
Partnership.  

The group also had the 
opportunity to provide insight on 
the challenges that conservation 
efforts are facing. Regional 
leaders were made aware of the 
constant pressure on local 
landowners and how pushing a 
single species or agenda too 
strongly can result in lost 
conservation opportunities across 
the broader landscape.  

Landowners expressed their 
desire to be included in the data 
collection, interpretation, and 
decision making efforts of the 
service and advocated for better 
communication regarding future 
petitions of species for protection 
under the Endangered Species 
Act.   

“For any conservation effort to 
be successful, it has to have local 
buy-in and support”, Dean 
Rogge advocates. Conservation 
does not always have to be a big 
endeavor fueled by lots of 
money; and is often more 
successful as a local endeavor 
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fueled by the passion of people 
who care for the land and 
respect the local economy and 
culture.  

The group concluded by inviting 
the Regional leadership to 
Montana, to attend local working 
groups, and visit personally with 
local conservation districts and 
engaged landowners. Walsh 
expressed her desire to meet with 
local landowners and thanked 
the group for making the effort to 
travel to Denver to reach out and 
maintain communication.  

This trip was also an opportunity 
for us to show our appreciation for 
those local agency employees 
who work with conservation 
districts and county government 
to find solutions to natural 
resource issues that work for 
everyone.  

It is our belief that visiting directly 
with the upper-level 
management of agencies will 
encourage them to provide the 
needed support to local agency 
offices to work more 
cooperatively with Conservation 
Districts and county government.  

It is good practice to remind the 
Regional leadership of agencies 
that decisions they make can 
have impacts on local 
communities far outside the 
confines of their agency. When 
the federal government makes 
better decisions by using the input 
of local people, all of Montana 
benefits through sound decisions 
that take into account more 
factors, and focus on 
sustainability. 

Group travels to Denver, meets with 
agencies 

Open Data powers 
new conservation 
mapping tool 

USDA’s NRCS, the University of 
Montana and other partners 
have used Google Earth Engine 
to build a new interactive online 
map tool that, for the first time, 
combines layers of data to better 
target invasive species that are 
damaging habitat and 
rangeland. The tool was built as 
part of USDA’s ongoing Sage 
Grouse Initiative (SGI) and 
presents geospatial data 
covering a 100 million acre 
landscape in eight western 
States. 

“Bringing this data together in an 
easy-to-use online resource helps 
federal, state and private 
partners better target our work to 
restore and protect this vast 
landscape – supporting wildlife, 
rural economies, and the Western 
way of life," said NRCS Chief 
Jason Weller. “This is another 
great example of how using 
scientific data and technology 
makes partnerships like the Sage 
Grouse Initiative more effective.” 

Terrell Erickson, director of NRCS’ 
Ecological Sciences Division, 
unveiled the new mapping tool 
at the Sagebrush Conference in 
Salt Lake City. Now available 
at map.sagegrouseinitiative.com, this 
first version of the tool currently 
allows farmers, ranchers, 
conservationists and other 
partners to analyze data on the 
encroachment of conifers and 
cheatgrass on key rangeland.   

READ MORE 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwMjIzLjU1NTY3NDUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDIyMy41NTU2NzQ1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NjIyODQ3JmVtYWlsaWQ9dG1jQG1hY2RuZXQub3JnJnVzZXJpZD10bWNAbWFjZG5ldC5vcmcmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&101&&&http://map.sagegrouseinitiative.com/
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAOC/bulletins/13823a5
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Grants 
Healthy Watersheds 
Consortium Grants 

The goal is to accelerate strategic 
protection of healthy, freshwater 
ecosystems and their watersheds. 
U.S. Endowment for Forestry and 
Communities. Due 3/14.  More 
Info. 

Aquatic Invasive Species 
Grants 

Grants up to $15,000 are available 
for AIS control through DNRC. 
Preference will be given to priority 
waters, as well as to on-the-
ground projects such as surveys 
and removal that result in 
measurable control of aquatic 
invasive species. Due 3/15.  More 
Info. 

Agriculture in the Classroom 

The SPECA program seeks to 
promote and strengthen 
secondary and postsecondary 
education in agriscience and 
agribusiness and promote linkages 
among secondary, 
postsecondary, and higher 
education programs in food and 
agricultural sciences. Closes 
March 18.  More Info. 

EPA Local Environmental 
Education Grants 

Funding is available from the EPA 
to support locally-focused 
environmental education projects 
that design, demonstrate, and/or 
disseminate EE practices, 
methods, or techniques. Closes 
April 8.  More Info. 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 
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Reclamation & Development 

Projects up to $300k to address 
adverse effects of mining/mineral 
development and exploration, 
administered by DNRC. Due May 
16.  More Info. 

 

 

Workshops/Meetings
/Trainings/Events 
Bank Stabilization Workshop 

This two-day classroom and field 
course will examine the science 
and application of dynamic river 
restoration concepts and 
techniques with an emphasis on 
how to address bank erosion and 
instability with willow lifts. CD 
supervisors encouraged. Billings, 
March 29-30. More Info 

310 Workshop 

Roosevelt CD is hosting a 310 
workshop for supervisors, 
employees, irrigators, oil and gas, 
and others. March 8. More Info 

Energy Efficiency Workshops 

USDA Rural Development & the 
DEQ Renewable Energy Program 
will host a series of seven free 
energy workshops at various 
Montana locations - “Making 
Energy Work for Your Small 
Business or Agricultural 
Operation”. Workshops are free 
and will address funding sources 
& other topics. More Info 
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Jobs 
Grant Writer 

Madison Valley Ranchlands 
Group. Email 
mvrgdirector@gmail.com  

Partnerships Coordinator 

Adventurers & Scientists for 
Conservation. More Info  

Soil Conservation Technician 

Based in the NRCS field office 
in Sheridan, MT. More Info 

Conservation & 
Communication Coordinator 

Missoula Conservation District 
is seeking a full time employee 
to assist with district 
communications and 
administration. Closes March 
18. More Info 

 

The Montana Conservationist 
strives to present news & 
information relevant to Montana’s 
Conservation Districts. However, 
the views and opinions expressed 
here do not necessarily represent 
those of MACD or its affiliates. 

http://www.usendowment.org/partnerships/hwcgrantprogram.html?mc_cid=1411c27962&mc_eid=444c6825bd
http://www.usendowment.org/partnerships/hwcgrantprogram.html?mc_cid=1411c27962&mc_eid=444c6825bd
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/resource-development/aquatic-invasive-species?mc_cid=1411c27962&mc_eid=444c6825bd
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/resource-development/aquatic-invasive-species?mc_cid=1411c27962&mc_eid=444c6825bd
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281049
http://www.epa.gov/education/environmental-education-ee-grant-solicitation-notice
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/resource-development/reclamation-and-development-grants-program
http://us4.campaign-archive1.com/?u=607ff26b894f5a0131d11211f&id=d7ea20a3ca&e=4c020572f6
http://macdnet.org/blog/event/310-workshop/?instance_id=352897
http://www.rd.usda.gov/files/MT_2016EnergyWorkshops.pdf
mailto:mvrgdirector@gmail.com
http://www.adventurescience.org/uploads/7/3/9/8/7398741/asc_partnershipscoordinator_jobdescription.pdf
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/431111800
http://missoulacd.org/now-hiring
http://www.swcdmi.org
mailto:mvrgdirector@gmail.com
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310 Workshop, Culbertson 

 

Yellowstone River 
Cumulative Effects 
Analysis Symposium, 
Billings 

 

MACD Board Conference 
Call 

 

New Trends Seminar, 
Cutbank 

 

MACD Exec. Committee 
Conference Call 

 

River Restoration & Bank 
Stabilization Workshop, 
Billings 

 

Streambank Stabilization 
Workshop, Ennis 

Coming Up: 

Have an event to share? 
Please email 

tmc@macdnet.org with 
details on your organization’s 

upcoming workshops & 
events, so we can let the rest 

of the conservation 
community know! 

14 

29-30 

8 

9-10 

23 

30-31 

28 

March 

Happy trails to: Jenny Garoutte & Dusty White, outgoing McCone CD 
supervisors. Hello to: Greg Nagel, new McCone CD rural supervisor; 
and Kirk Haynie, new McCone CD urban supervisor. 
 
Hello to: Tifney Kempton, new administrator for Roosevelt CD. 
She’ll be in the office Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. 
Contact her at (406) 787-5232 Ext. 101 or rccd17@gmail.com. 
 
Happy trails to: Dan Olson, Lower Musselshell CD supervisor, 
resigned last month. Hello to: Ross Ballard, a young rancher from 
Golden Valley County, will fill his spot. 
 
If you know of a past or present supervisor, administrator, or other 
member of the Montana Conservation Community that should be 
recognized in this section, please notify tmc@macdnet.org. 

Hello / Goodbye 

May is American Wetlands Month 

Jordan Tollefson, the DEQ Montana Wetlands Program Coordinator, is 
asking Conservation Districts and other organizations to participate in 
American Wetlands Month, which is set for May 2016.  

CDs & other organizations are asked to help celebrate by planning 
wetland-related activities during the month of May. Possible activities 
could include educational workshops for members of the public, trash 
cleanup, weed pulls, showcasing restoration projects, bird watching 
and/or biological inventories, or any other activities. 

Contact Jordan for more details and for help in planning and promoting 
your American Wetlands Month events. (406)444-6652 or 
jtollefson@mt.gov. 

Corrections 
 

In the last issue, dated February 16, 2016, Steve Hedstrom’s report on 
page 6 incorrectly stated that President Wivholm and Dean Rogge were 
able to meet with the BLM representative and discuss issues concerning 
the CMR and bison. The sentence should have read “…and discuss 
issues concerning the BLM and bison.”  

We apologize for any issues this confusion may have caused. 

mailto:rccd17@gmail.com
mailto:tmc@macdnet.org
mailto:jtollefson@mt.gov
mailto:tmc@macdnet.org
mailto:jtollefson@mt.gov
http://www.swcdmi.org

