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Conservation Districts & NRCS Celebrate History 

Last week, conservation organizations across the nation celebrated Soil 
& Water Stewardship Week. The annual event recognizes the 
anniversary of the Soil Conservation Act, signed by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt on April 27, 1935. 

This federal legislation established the Soil Conservation Service as a 
permanent section within the Department of Agriculture. Its purpose 
was to prevent and control soil erosion, which had devastated large 
areas of the Great Plains in the 1930s and created the Dust Bowl. The 
act aimed to preserve natural resources, control floods, prevent 
damage to reservoirs, maintain river and harbor navigation, protect 
public health and public lands, and relieve unemployment. 

The act was followed by federal encouragement for states to form 
local Soil and Water Conservation Districts. Montana’s first Conservation 
Districts (Wibaux and Sheridan) were formed in 1939. 

http://www.swcdmi.org
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The Yellowstone River 
Conservation Districts Council 
(YRCDC) is celebrating the 
completion of the Yellowstone 
River Cumulative Effects 
Assessment (CEA).  The YRCDC’s 
12-year effort has resulted in a 
comprehensive scientific study 
that includes hydraulic, biologic 
and socioeconomic information 
of the Yellowstone River.    

Phil Fox, supervisor from Treasure 
CD, said of the effort, “The next 
generation is going to want to 
make a difference.  We are 
laying the groundwork for their 
success with the information we 
have collected during this study 
process.” 

The study was undertaken as a 
result of a Congressional 
mandate that the Corps of 
Engineers answer a federal court 
order to consider the cumulative 
effects of human caused activity 
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in the river corridor such as how 
rip-rap stream bank protections 
impact the overall river system.  
The conservation districts formed 
a basin-wide council to ensure 
local control and direction were 
given equal weight as the federal 
study progressed. 

With assistance from other state 
and federal agencies, the 
Council’s Resource and Technical 
Advisory Committees led the way 
in producing this valuable 
scientific study.  Information 
contained in the CEA and 
accompanying Yellowstone River 
Recommended Practices 
document, are valuable tools to 
landowners, Conservation 
Districts, Floodplain Administrators 
and other agencies involved in 
the stream permitting process.  
According to Warren Kellogg, 
Technical Advisory Committee 
chair, “this has been an 
unprecedented effort by 

 

YRCDC celebrates conclusion of Cumulative Effects 
Analysis, prepares for next steps  

3

Montana CDs.  The Yellowstone 
CDs deserve special recognition 
for all their work, leadership, and 
perseverance.” 

Montana DNRC Director John 
Tubbs, US Army Corps of 
Engineers – Omaha District 
Commander John Henderson 
and others gathered in Billings in 
March to celebrate the milestone 
of the completion of the CEA 
and offer their gratitude for all 
involved with this monumental, 
one of a kind, scientific study. All 
of the information contained in 
the study document will soon be 
available on-line at the Montana 
State Library’s clearinghouse 
(http://geoinfo.msl.mt.gov/Home
/data/yellowstone_river_corridor_
resource_clearinghouse)and the 
Yellowstone River Conservation 
Districts Council’s website 
(yellowstonerivercouncil.org). 

Editor’s Note: Last Best News 
wrote several nice pieces about 
the study, and the celebration: 

Comments gathered as big study 
wraps up (a nice summary of 
some of the findings) 

At project’s end, a close look at 
the Yellowstone River (a digest of 
the symposium & accompanying 
art exhibit) 

River study has good science, 
now add soul (a wrap-up of 
some of the items touched on by 
speakers at the symposium) 

http://geoinfo.msl.mt.gov/Home/data/yellowstone_river_corridor_resource_clearinghouse
http://geoinfo.msl.mt.gov/Home/data/yellowstone_river_corridor_resource_clearinghouse
http://geoinfo.msl.mt.gov/Home/data/yellowstone_river_corridor_resource_clearinghouse
http://lastbestnews.com/site/2015/10/comments-gathered-as-big-study-of-grand-river-wraps-up/
http://lastbestnews.com/site/2015/10/comments-gathered-as-big-study-of-grand-river-wraps-up/
http://lastbestnews.com/site/2016/02/at-projects-end-a-close-look-at-the-yellowstone-river/
http://lastbestnews.com/site/2016/02/at-projects-end-a-close-look-at-the-yellowstone-river/
http://lastbestnews.com/site/2016/03/river-study-has-good-science-now-add-soul-speaker-says/
http://lastbestnews.com/site/2016/03/river-study-has-good-science-now-add-soul-speaker-says/
http://www.swcdmi.org
http://geoinfo.msl.mt.gov/Home/data/yellowstone_river_corridor_resource_clearinghouse
http://geoinfo.msl.mt.gov/Home/data/yellowstone_river_corridor_resource_clearinghouse
http://geoinfo.msl.mt.gov/Home/data/yellowstone_river_corridor_resource_clearinghouse
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New honeybees arrive at MSU horticulture 

1

From Prairie Star: Bozeman - The 
Honey Bee Research Site and 
Pollinator Garden at Montana 
State University's Horticulture Farm 
is buzzing with six new honey bee 
colonies, after MSU researchers 
introduced the pollinators to their 
new home on April 21. 

Michelle Flenniken, assistant 
professor in the Department of 
Plant Sciences and Plant 
Pathology in MSU’s College of 
Agriculture, will use the bees to 
study how pathogens such as 
viruses affect honey bee health. 
The research holds promise for 
understanding the causes of a 
recent decline in bee colony 
numbers. 

"It's exciting," Flenniken said as she 
and two graduate students who 
work in her lab, Alex McMenamin 

2

and Laura Brutscher, donned 
protective suits and handled the 
shoebox-sized bee "packages," 
each containing a queen and 
thousands of worker bees. 

"This is one way a new beekeeper 
can start a colony, the other 
method is to split an existing 
colony into two colonies and 
either purchase a queen for the 
new colony or ensure the new 
colony has a queen cell so that 
the worker bees can raise a new 
queen bee," Flenniken said. 

At each of six prepared hive 
boxes, Flenniken's team delicately 
inserted the queen from a bee 
package, dumped the mass of 
buzzing bees inside, then stacked 
additional hive boxes on top — 
room for each new colony to 
grow. READ MORE 

Sage grouse rider 
included in Defense 
Authorization 

On Thursday, the U.S. 
House Armed Services Committee 
passed the National Defense 
Authorization Act, along with a 
rider attached by Utah U.S. Rep. 
Rob Bishop that would allow 
states with sage grouse 
populations to nullify federal 
conservation plans for the 
species. Conservation groups are 
hopeful that the U.S. Senate will 
strip the rider from the must-pass 
budget bill before approving it. 

From Deseret News: Rep. Rob 
Bishop, R-Utah, is celebrating the 
House Armed Services 
Committee's early Thursday 
passage of the National Defense 
Authorization Act, legislation that 
could block implementation of 
federal sage grouse 
management plans in Utah and 
other Western states. 

"It is also great to see progress 
toward granting the military the 
ability to manage training lands 
and not be beholden to the 
(Bureau of Land Management) to 
drain their time and resources 
with meaningless reviews and 
bureaucratic hurdles,” he said. 

The massive bill also prevents any 
change in the bird's conservation 
status for 10 years. 

Conservation groups and wildlife 
organizations said the sage 
grouse provision in the bill 
threatens protections for the bird. 

 READ MORE 

Study uses domestic sheep to facilitate 
organic farming 

1

From AgNet West: Environmental 
and economic management of 
weeds and pests is a priority for 
organic farmers and they 
typically use tillage to address 
these issues. However, frequent 
mechanical tillage can reduce 
soil integrity, which increases 
costs for farmers and negatively 
impacts future crop growth. Now, 
Montana State University 
researchers are studying an 
alternate technique to manage 
these issues—domestic sheep. 

Instead of using traditional tilling 
machinery or herbicides, MSU’s 
project features domestic sheep 
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that graze farmland to eliminate 
the cover crop and control 
weeds. The study will determine if 
an integrated animal and crop 
production system is an 
economically feasible way to 
reduce tillage for certified 
organic farms. 

 “Our goal is to reduce tillage in 
organic systems.  The ideal system 
would probably be where both 
grazing and tillage are employed 
strategically to accomplish a site 
specific service,” said Patrick 
Hatfield, MSU animal and range 
sciences professor who is part of 
the research team. READ MORE 

http://www.theprairiestar.com/news/crop/new-honey-bees-arrive-at-msu-horticulture-farm-support-pollinator/article_9939febe-0c94-11e6-b9c5-8f43c6533977.html#utm_source=%5Bdomain%5D&utm_campaign=%2Femail-updates%2Fweekly%2F&utm_medium=email&utm_content=headline
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865653136/National-Defense-Authorization-Act-includes-provisions-on-sage-grouse.html?pg=all
http://agnetwest.com/2016/04/20/sheep-sustainable-farming/
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Clean water crisis threatens U.S. 

1

From The Hill: The United States is 
on the verge of a national crisis 
that could mean the end of 
clean, cheap water. 

Hundreds of cities and towns are 
at risk of sudden and severe 
shortages, either because 
available water is not safe to drink 
or because there simply isn’t 
enough of it. 

The situation has grown so dire the 
U.S. Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence now ranks 
water scarcity as a major threat to 
national security alongside 
terrorism. 

The problem is being felt most 
acutely in the West, where 
drought conditions and increased 
water use have helped turn lush 
agricultural areas to dust. 

But dangers also lurk 
underground, in antiquated water 
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systems that are increasingly likely 
to break down or spread 
contaminants like lead. 

The crisis gripping Flint, Mich., 
where the water supply has been 
rendered undrinkable, is just a 
preview of what’s to come in 
towns and cities nationwide, 
some warn. 

“We are billions of dollars behind 
where we could and should be,” 
said Rep. Jared Huffman (D-
Calif.), who spent 12 years on a 
municipal water board before 
running for state office. “People in 
the clean-water world would tell 
you they’ve been shouting about 
this for a long time.” 

“For much of the U.S., most 
people don’t perceive any 
shortage,” he added. “But we’re 
going to talk a lot about 
shortages now.” READ MORE 

Is Common Buckthorn a 
problem in your area?  

A group of researchers from the 
Rocky Mountain Research Station 
are initiating a project this 
summer to better understand the 
distribution, and potential 
impacts of common buckthorn in 
Montana. Common Buckthorn 
has been documented from 26 
counties in Montana, but little 
information is available on its' 
exact location, or abundance 
outside of Missoula.  Buckthorn 
was recently listed as a noxious 
weed in Missoula County due to 
its extensive presence along 
waterways, and difficulty of 
control, but it is unclear whether 
this shrub poses a threat to 
vegetation communities 
elsewhere in Montana.   

Please take 5 minutes to help us 
understand more about the 
status and impact of a 
problematic non-native shrub 
(Common Buckthorn) in 
Montana, by filling out a 
survey: http://goo.gl/forms/GFUp
AHoR9B 

Common Buckthorn (Rhamnus 
cathartica) is a Eurasian shrub 
that was widely planted as a 
hedgerow and ornamental 
throughout the Northern US.  In 
the upper Mid-west, it is a 
problematic noxious weed in 
bottomland forests, and is 
regulated in at least 10 states. 

If you have any questions, or 
comments, please contact Chris 
Carlson 406-552-6685 or Dean 
Pearson. 

Program recognizes, preserves historic orchards 
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From Prairie Star: John Holmgren 
Jr.’s family recalls his stories about 
helping his mother, Nellie, plant 
apple trees on his family’s cattle 
ranch. Holmgren is 98, which 
means some of the trees still 
standing on The Eagles Nest 
Ranch west of Columbus are 
nearly that old, some likely older 
put in by his Swedish 
homesteader parents at the turn 
of the last century. 

The Holmgrens’ orchard is a 
vestige of Montana’s agricultural 
heritage. Now Montana State 
University Extension has launched 
the Montana Heritage Orchard 
program to recognize, preserve 
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and propagate this and other 
historic Montana apple orchards. 

The program is a kind of a 
companion to ongoing MSU 
research designed to evaluate 
the performance of apple, pear 
and plum cultivars across 
Montana.  

Historically, shipping produce was 
difficult and expensive so 
homesteaders often planted fruit 
trees, sometimes interspersed with 
shelter belts to sustain their 
families and nearby rural 
communities. 

 READ MORE 

http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/277269-a-nation-over-troubled-water
http://goo.gl/forms/GFUpAHoR9B
http://goo.gl/forms/GFUpAHoR9B
http://www.theprairiestar.com/news/regional/orchard-program-recognizes-preserves-montana-ag-heritage/article_d9085fa0-0707-11e6-adca-430b4f4fbe18.html
http://www.swcdmi.org
http://goo.gl/forms/GFUp
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Law in a Nutshell: State Water Reservations 
An update on current Conservation District issues by Don MacIntyre 
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It is important to keep any eye on 
conservation district state water 
reservations. A state water 
reservation is a right that remains 
with the district even after it has 
issued a permit to a water user for 
the use of the water right.  

As the owner of the water right a 
district retains the authority to 
enforce the water right on behalf 
of itself and its permittees.  Two 
cases in point: one involving a 
water use permit pending before 
the Department of Natural 
Resources and Conservation 
(DNRC) and a second involving 
two conservation districts seeking 
to intervene in an adjudication 
proceeding in the Water Court. 

Case 1 

The water permit case involves 
an applicant attempting to 
secure a water right on a stream 
in which the district has issued 
water permits.   

Under the state water laws DNRC 
makes a preliminary 
determination whether to grant a 
permit.  In this case DNRC 
proposed granting the permit 
and gave notice of its 
determination.   

Teton Conservation District filed 
objections asserting issues to 
water availability and recharge, 
consistency in flow, 
sedimentation, and adverse 
affect (first in time, first in right).   

The conservation district has 
proposed an agreement to the 
applicant that would put in place 
a monitoring plan through the 
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irrigation season.  Once the 
agreement is signed the DNRC 
hearing officer has indicated that 
a hearing will not be scheduled 
on the district’s objection until the 
monitoring has been completed 
and a report issued for the district 
to review. 

Case 2 

The second case involves a water 
claim in the Water Court in which 
the claimant is attempting to 
protect the right to perfect a 
June, 1973 appropriation.  In 
other words, there is no vested 
water right; rather there is a right 
to develop the water right with 
“reasonable diligence.”  

In Montana Department of 
Natural Resources and 
Conservation v. Intake Water 
Company, 171 Mont. 416, 437, 
558 P.2d 1110, 1122 (1977), the 
Montana Supreme Court held 
that Intake Water Company 
possesses an uncompleted 
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appropriation and that Intake 
Water Company is not the owner 
of a valid appropriation.   

The basic legal issue that the two 
lower Yellowstone River 
conservation districts, Dawson 
County Conservation District and 
Richland County Conservation 
District, will address if they are 
allowed to intervene in the 
adjudication of the 
uncompleted appropriation is 
whether Intake Water Company 
has continued to prosecute its 
project with “reasonable 
diligence” over the past nearly 
40 years.   

The only objector in the case is 
the Department of Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks (DFWP). The state attorney 
general has intervened in the 
case in support of DFWP’s 
objection.  The two conservation 
districts have filed a joint motion 
to intervene and the motion is 
pending before the Water Court. 

http://www.swcdmi.org
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Grants 
Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program 

$260 million is available through 
NRCS to help develop 
partnerships for landscape and 
watershed-scale conservation 
solutions. Projects establishing 
environmental markets are 
especially encouraged. Pre-
proposals due May 10. More Info. 

Reclamation & Development 

Projects up to $300k to address 
adverse effects of mining/mineral 
development and exploration, 
administered by DNRC. Due May 
16.  More Info. 

 

Workshops/Meetings
/Trainings/Events 
Forestry Management 
Workshop, Stevensville 

The workshop will focus on 
introductory level forestry. 
Specialists will present on: 1) 
Tree identification and stand 
dynamics 2) Principles in 
deciding which trees to cut 
and which ones to leave 3) 
Insect and disease 4) Wildlife 
management 5) Approaches 
to selecting a logger May 11 
Call Stacey Pease, 363-5010, ext 
110 for more info. 

OPPORTUNITIES 

2

Montana Natural Resources 
Youth Camp 

The camp, is a great way to 
enlighten students to the 
opportunities that exist in 
natural resource careers. At 
the same time they can have 
an enjoyable summer 
vacation 
experience.  Students must be 
age 14-18 or will complete the 
eighth grade this year. More 
Info 
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Jobs 
Seasonal Field Botanist 

The MT Natural History 
Program is looking for a 
qualified Botanist who wants to 
build leadership skills and work in 
a diversity of floristic areas of 
Montana. Contact Jen Chutz 
406-444-3500 for more info. 

Conservation Coordinator 

Lake Conservation District is 
seeking a day-to-day coordinator 
for the Board of Supervisors of 
LCCD with regards to 
administration of all programs 
and activities, conservation 
planning, grant application and 
administration, outreach and 
assistance, accounting, 
reception and customer service. 
Closes May 13. 
lakecountycd@gmail.com for 
more info. 

Secretary, Cascade CD 

Cascade CD (Great Falls) has a 
part-time opening for the position 
of District Secretary/Receptionist. 
Visit www.cascadecd.com for 
more info. Closes June 1. 

 

The Montana Conservationist 
strives to present news & 
information relevant to Montana’s 
Conservation Districts and greater 
conservation community. The 
views and opinions expressed 
here do not necessarily represent 
those of MACD or its affiliates. 

Call for Abstracts 
The 4th Northern Rockies Invasive 
Plants Council Conference, 
October 17-20 in Boise, ID, is 
seeking paper submissions. 

Papers can now be submitted for 
the following conference themes: 
1) Continuing Changes in 
Herbicide Regulations, 2) Re-
thinking Integrated Weed 
Management—Tools Across 
Space and Time, 3) Annual 
Grasses—A Perennial Problem, 4) 
New Invaders—Intros and 
Updates, 5) Genetic Variability of 
Invasive Plants, 6) Biological 
Control, 7) Multi-taskers—Weeds 
of Cultivated and Natural Areas, 
8) Good Weed, Bad Weed—
Understanding the Benefits and 
Drawbacks of Weeds and Weed 
Management, 9) Wet and Wild-
Aquatic Invasive Plants, 10) 
Restorations and Revegetation 
and 11) Weeds and Sage-Grouse 
Management. 

Papers are due August 5. Visit 
nripc.org for more info. 

Hello / Goodbye 
Hello to: Monica Perez-Watkins, 
new Conservation & 
Communication Coordinator at 
Missoula CD. She can be 
reached at 
contactmcd@macdnet.org.  

Happy trails to: Mandie 
Maldonado, administrator at 
Valley CD, has resigned. 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/mt/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD858806
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/resource-development/reclamation-and-development-grants-program
http://www.mnryc.org/
http://www.mnryc.org/
mailto:lakecountycd@gmail.com
http://www.cascadecd.com
mailto:contactmcd@macdnet.org
http://www.swcdmi.org


 

 
7 www.swcdmi.org | May 4, 2016 

THE MONTANA CONSERVATIONIST  

  

Montana Range Forum, 
Billings 

 

Bull River: Past, Present, 
Future 

 

MACD Board Conference 
Call 

 

Outdoor Classroom, 
Glacier CD 

 

Quickbooks Training, 
Circle 

 

Beavers on the Bull River 

 

MACD Floodplains & 
Restoration partner mtg 

Cloud Seeding Seminar, 
Dillon 

No-Till Gardening 
Workshop, Hardin 

 

Ag Days, Glacier CD 

 

MACD Exec. Cmtee Call 

Coming Up: 

Have an event to share? 
Visit macdnet.org/calendar 
to add your event to our list! 
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Helena High wins Montana Envirothon 

The 2016 Montana Envirothon was held in Lewistown April 25-
26, 2016. 30 teams from across Montana competed & the 
results are in:  
 
Winner of the 2016 Montana Envirothon: Helena High School 
Oral Presentation First Place: Big Sky High School 
Best Test Scores First Place: Hamilton High School 
First Place FFA Team: Missoula FFA 
 
The Helena High team will represent Montana at the North 
American Envirothon in Toronto Canada July 24-29.  
 
They need some help raising money to cover the costs to 
attend though, so consider making a tax-deductible 
donation to Lewis & Clark Conservation District to support 
the Helena team. Visit lccd.mt.nacdnet.net for more info. 
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