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Montana Range Forum convenes in 
Billings, discusses available programs 

Approximately 70% of Montana is rangeland, and what happens on 
Montana’s rangelands affects everyone. In order to best address 
current rangeland issues, the Montana Rangeland Resources Executive 
Committee and the Stillwater Conservation District convened a Range 
Forum May 5-6 in Billings.  

The event brought together private and public decision makers and 
provided an open forum to discuss current rangeland programs in 
Montana and our surrounding neighbor states. Over 40 people 
attended, including landowners, conservation district supervisors, 
agency personnel, members of Montana GLCI, and others interested in 
rangeland management in Montana. 

Highlighted presentations covered the Montana Sage Grouse 
Stewardship program, the newly launched Montana Rangelands 
Partnership range technician program, and MSU Extension’s Montana 
Rangeland Monitoring program.  

The second day of the forum included presentations on range 
programs going on in South Dakota, Wyoming, and Idaho. The Forum 
concluded with an open discussion about rangeland needs in the 
state. RREC is meeting with DNRC Director and Deputy to discuss the 
future direction of Montana’s Rangeland Resource Program.  

A longer description of the discussions can be found at swcdmi.org. 

–By Ann McCauley, SWCDM 

Photo by Kelsey Molloy 

http://swcdmi.org/2016/05/16/montana-range-forum-summary/
http://www.swcdmi.org
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From Magic Valley: If there’s any 
animal that can’t seem to catch 
a break, it’s the honeybee. 
Thanks to what scientists believe 
is a combination of disease, 
parasites, pesticides and other 
environmental stressors, 
honeybee colonies have 
experienced significant losses 
over the past decade or so — a 
phenomenon that’s troubling to 
say the least, given the insect’s 
immense importance when it 
comes to pollinating food crops 
and other plants. But despite 
recent efforts to increase 
protections for the honeybee, 
new surveys suggest that the 
insect is still suffering, perhaps 
now more than ever. 

A survey released this week by 
the Bee Informed Partnership, a 
collaborative organization of 
honeybee researchers around 
the country, revealed that 
beekeepers in the U.S. lost 44 
percent of their colonies in the 
past year — the second highest 
annual loss reported in the past 
10 years. Colony “losses” refer to 
colonies whose bees died from 
any number of possible reasons, 
such as disease — they do not 
necessarily refer to hives stricken 
by colony collapse disorder, 
which is a well-publicized but 
very specific phenomenon that 
occurs when a colony’s worker 
bees suddenly and mysteriously 
abandon the nest. 

Notably, the survey indicated 
that bee losses during the 
summer were just as high as bee 
losses during the winter — an 
alarming finding, considering 
summer is the time of year when 
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bees should be at their healthiest. 

“The summer is boom time for 
bees — lots of forage,” said 
Dennis VanEngelsdorp, the 
survey’s project director and an 
entomologist at the University of 
Maryland. “We usually think of this 
as a very good time for bees. 
When we first started this (survey) 
10 years ago, we didn’t even 
monitor summer losses because 
we didn’t think this would be 
significant.” 

Altogether, the study surveyed 
more than 5,700 beekeepers 
managing nearly 400,000 
honeybee colonies across the 
country. The findings indicated 
that about 28 percent of 
managed colonies were lost 
during both the 2015 summer and 

 

Beekeepers lost nearly half their colonies in the past year 
Bee losses during productive summer season as high as winter 

Warm weather drives record snowmelt 
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From the Flathead Beacon: A 
familiar and troubling trend is re-
emerging this spring as warmer-
than-average temperatures are 
driving rapid snowmelt and 
fueling concerns for the 
approaching wildfire season. 

The average temperature in 
Kalispell last month was the third 
warmest on record dating back 
to 1900, according to the 
National Weather Service. The 
average temperature in April was 
49.3 degrees Fahrenheit, 5.7 
degrees warmer than average. 
Only April 1934 and April 1930 
were warmer since the agency 
began keeping records. In terms 
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of daily high temperatures, April 
was the warmest on record with 
an average of 64.1 degrees. 

Lake and Glacier counties are 
experiencing severe drought, 
according to the state’s drought 
monitor, while Flathead County is 
under an alert as “moderately 
dry.” 

This latest seasonal weather is 
similar to a year ago, when 
spring was the warmest and 
summer was the driest on record 
in the Flathead Valley. The 
conditions helped fuel the 
region’s worst fire season in over 
a decade. READ MORE 
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the 2015-2016 winter. Because 
beekeepers tend to add, remove 
or restore colonies throughout the 
year, these numbers come out to 
about a 44 percent loss of all 
colonies managed between April 
2015 and March 2016. 

A second survey, published 
Wednesday by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 
supports these dire findings. Those 
results suggested that beekeeping 
operations throughout the country, 
maintaining five or more colonies 
at a time, lost anywhere from 12 to 
18 percent of their colonies each 
quarter between January 2015 
and this past April.    

READ MORE 

 

http://flatheadbeacon.com/2016/05/10/warm-weather-drives-record-snowmelt-fuels-fire-concerns/
http://magicvalley.com/business/agriculture/more-bad-news-for-honeybees-beekeepers-lost-nearly-half-their/article_ee916ee2-21c3-5dbf-8863-0d738348486e.html
http://www.swcdmi.org
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 Wyoming middle-schoolers successfully lure 
sage grouse to man-made lek 
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From the Casper Star Tribune: The 
original study was from the 1970s, 
in the sagebrush-peppered hills 
near Gillette. A group of scientists 
wanted to know if they could 
move the breeding grounds of a 
finicky Western bird, the sage 
grouse, to locations safely distant 
from a coal mine to protect the 
imperiled grouse while continuing 
with the energy development 
crucial to Wyoming’s economy. 

Eighth-graders Maggie 
Majhanovich and Nora Legerski 
read all about that research 
before they began their work last 
year recreating the original study. 

The two Pinedale Middle School 
students were conscripted by 
their science teacher, Retta 
Hudlow, to help Bureau of Land 
Management and Wyoming 

Far-north fires likely 
to grow, according 
to UM researchers 

From the Missoulian: Wildfires like 
the one that nearly overran Fort 
McMurray could become much 
more common, according to 
work published by two University 
of Montana researchers. 

Warming trends over the past 30 
years show that about 30 percent 
of the forest and tundra areas of 
Alaska will see four times as much 
fire activity by mid-century, 
associate professor Philip Higuera 
and affiliate scientist Adam 
Young say 

“This highlights regions that are 
now kind of off the fire radar – the 
tundra and forest-tundra border –
 will be increasingly on the radar,” 
Higuera said. “There’s a threshold 
of 13 degrees C (55.4 degrees F) 
for July average temperatures, 
where above that temperature a 
place has a much higher 
probability of burning than areas 
below that temperature. There 
are a lot of areas in the northern 
high latitudes that sit right below 
that threshold. Climate 
projections for the mid- and end 
of this century show those areas 
are bumped above that 
threshold.” 

The problem isn’t simply that as 
summers get hotter, fires get more 
frequent. Higuera said research 
shows places that didn’t burn 
often in the past will become 
much more likely to burn in the 
near future. That adds up to both 
more and larger fires in the Far 
North. READ MORE 

 

A wildfire moves toward the town of Anzac, Alberta, which was set up as an 
evacuation center for Fort McMurray residents. Jason Franson / AP 
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Game and Fish biologists Theresa 
Gulbrandson and Therese 
Hartman, respectively. The 
scientists were trying to find ways 
to offset the negative influence 
of energy development outside 
Pinedale on the grouse’s mating 
areas. 

The scientists mowed down 
sagebrush in locations that were 
similar to places the birds 
naturally choose for their 
breeding grounds. The areas 
needed to be surrounded by 
sagebrush, so the birds could run 
there for shelter, but have a clear 
center for visibility. They also 
needed to lie atop a slight rise in 
the ground, so the birds could 
spot predators. Then the scientists 
played the sounds of local 
grouse on a recorder to lure birds 
to the area. READ MORE 

http://missoulian.com/news/local/far-north-fires-likely-to-grow-as-climate-warms-um/article_c8d52696-ddb8-5917-b5e9-0fecd04ceac9.html
http://trib.com/news/local/education/middle-schoolers-help-scientists-test-grouse-s-ability-to-succeed/article_e630af2b-3690-5ae9-aef3-d985138b7fd3.html
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Blackfoot-Clearwater supports ask Congress to act 

1

From the Missoulian: Supporters of 
the unfinished Blackfoot-
Clearwater Stewardship Project 
ramped up their efforts Tuesday, 
releasing the first of a series of 
videos asking Montana’s 
congressional delegation to 
support the campaign. 

The 10-year-old project combined 
a mix of wilderness designations, 
timber supply improvements, 
recreation areas and habitat 
restoration work on public land 
between Lincoln and Condon, 
around the fringes of the Bob 
Marshall Wilderness Complex. It 
was one of three components of 
Sen. Jon Tester’s Forest Jobs and 
Recreation Act, which has not 
made it out of Congress since it 
was proposed in 2008. 

2

“A lot of the timber provisions and 
restoration provisions were 
included in CFLRP (Collaborative 
Forest Landscape Restoration 
Program) and Southwest Crown 
of the Continent legislation,” 
Loren Rose of Pyramid Mountain 
Lumber said during a news 
conference Tuesday. “It would be 
easy for Pyramid to walk away 
now, but that isn’t what a partner 
does to another partner. This is the 
right thing to do for the 
landscape.”  

Rose was part of a group of 
timber workers, wilderness 
advocates, ranchers, 
businesspeople, snowmobilers 
and other stakeholders who’ve 
been pushing for the land-
management compromise since 
2006. READ MORE 

UAVs: Not just toys 
anymore 

From the Prairie Star: The 
excitement over UAVs 
(Unmanned Aerial Vehicles) is 
reaching fever pitch as more and 
more ag organizations and ag 
shows host demos or power point 
presentations on this emerging – 
but useful –technology. 

It can be exciting for producers to 
be out in the field and watch 
UAVs soaring 400 feet in the sky 
like silent, swift birds in flight – with 
high-resolution cameras 
attached – or watch them buzz 
down to hover over crops, 
gathering real-time data and 
photos that are displayed on the 
ground computer monitors. 

And for some producers, it may 
be just a hobby to fly a UAV. 

In fact, for Brandon Ewen, owner 
of AgData Source, PC, a 
surveying and agriculture UAV 
company, in Winifred, Mont., the 
whole realm of UAVs was a bit 
overwhelming when the 
technology first came out. 

“UAVs are exciting, but they can 
be overwhelming at first,” Ewen 
said. Now that he has studied, 
learned and used UAVs in his 
work with ag producers and 
others, Ewen said he is “more 
than willing to share my 
knowledge with other 
producers.” 

Ewen has become highly prized 
as a speaker who can educate 
other producers about UAVs, 
giving them the facts about how 
UAVs can be used as a tool in 
their operations – and igniting 
their imagination on new uses for 
UAVs. READ MORE 

Land Grant University Programs helped keep 
farmers on the farm 

1

From PSU.edu: UNIVERSITY PARK, 
Pa. -- Federal cooperative 
extension programs have helped 
more than 137,000 farmers stay in 
business since 1985, according to 
economists. 

In a study, the researchers said 
that 137,700 farmers would have 
left the industry without the 
federal program, which uses 
research from the country's land 
grant universities to provide 
education and learning 
opportunities to farmers and 
other citizens. Without 
cooperative extension, and the 
underlying research, the 
researchers estimated that the 
country would have lost 28 
percent more farmers than 
actually left agriculture. 
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"The U.S. needs far fewer farmers 
now to produce our food than we 
did 100 years ago, due to land 
grant university investments in 
research on new technologies 
and outreach via Extension," 
said Stephan Goetz, professor 
of agricultural and regional 
economics in Penn State's 
College of Agricultural Sciences 
and director of the National 
Agricultural and Rural 
Development Policy Center. 
"However, U.S. food production is 
vital to national security and even 
with new technology, the U.S. 
may lose production capacity if 
we keep losing farmers. With 
fewer farmers, rural areas may 
lose economic vitality, as well."  

READ MORE 

http://missoulian.com/news/local/blackfoot-clearwater-supporters-ask-congress-to-act-on-protections/article_844c5fa1-82bc-5227-8ce5-d78acb0a175b.html
http://www.theprairiestar.com/news/agri-tech/uavs-not-just-toys-anymore-but-real-tools-for-producers/article_451afb53-0bd9-5dbd-91ae-8bf3616683fd.html#utm_source=%5Bdomain%5D&utm_campaign=%2Femail-updates%2Fweekly%2F&utm_medium=email&utm_content=headline
http://aese.psu.edu/directory/sjg16
http://aese.psu.edu/
http://aese.psu.edu/
http://news.psu.edu/story/405393/2016/04/19/research/land-grant-university-programs-helped-keep-farmers-farm
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Introducing the Montana Rangelands Partnership 
SWCDM welcomes two new employees for new program 

Cheryl Schuldt 

Cheryl Schuldt is the new MT Rangelands Partnership Range Technician 
based in Miles City. Cheryl was born and raised in Colorado and 
attended Colorado State University receiving a bachelor degree in 
Animal Science. In 1986 she moved to Bozeman to complete her 
Master’s Degree at MSU, specializing in Ruminant Nutrition. She worked 
as a Research Associate at the Montana Wool Lab for five years.  

She and her husband Mike and son Chris have lived many years in 
Eastern Montana, including 16 in Chinook where Mike was the county 
Extension Agent. They moved to Miles City in 2012 where Mike continues 
to serve as the Custer County Extension Agent. Cheryl is also the 
Secretary for the Norhtern Blaine County Cooperative State Grazing 
District. She is looking forward to meeting and working with the ranching 
communities in Custer, Garfield, McCone, Prairie and Valley Counties to 
implement range monitoring through the MT Rangelands Partnership 
program. In her free time Cheryl enjoys gardening, food preservation, 
quilting, wool handling and hunting. You can contact Cheryl at 406-945-
0404 or by email at cschuldt@macdnet.org. 

Emily Standley 

Emily Standley is the new MT Rangelands Partnership Range Technician 
based in Lewistown. Emily was born and raised in Montana, and couldn’t 
be happier to serve our great state as part of the Montana Rangelands 
Partnership team.  

In her free time she enjoys hiking, identifying wildflowers, cooling off in 
our beautiful rivers, and capturing the landscape through a camera lens. 
Her passion for rangelands was sparked by involvement in FFA, which led 
Emily to study at Montana State University, where she graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in Rangeland Ecology and Management. She says 
that she looks forward to contributing her knowledge and skills toward 
creating a bright future for our land! Emily can be reached at 
estandley@macdnet.org or (406) 396-5418. 

The Montana Rangelands Partnership is a new collaborative public-private partnership comprised of local, 
state, and national organizations. Our goal is to help ranchers establish range-monitoring programs to help 
them make scientifically sound, data-informed decisions to pro-actively drive the future of conservation and 
their livelihood. 

To help landowners achieve these goals, MRP has hired two full time range technicians. These technicians are 
SWCDM employees who will work one-on-one with landowners to help them develop individual ranch 
management plans, initiate rangeland monitoring, provide support for continued monitoring efforts, and aid 
ranchers in identifying appropriate voluntary conservation programs that could help sustain and enhance their 
rangeland management efforts. Please visit swcdmi.org for a full fact sheet about the program, including 
participating partners. 

mailto:cschuldt@macdnet.org
mailto:estandley@macdnet.org
http://swcdmi.org/programs/montana-rangelands-partnership/
mailto:estandley@macdnet.org
mailto:cschuldt@macdnet.org
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Grants 
Western Native Trout Small 
Grants 

The purpose of the Western Native 
Trout Initiative's Small Grants 
Program is to provide a source of 
funding to organizations that 
desire to become involved in the 
conservation – protection, 
restoration or enhancement – of 
western native trout at the local 
level. Funding available up to 
$3,000. Due June 17. More Info. 

Forest Legacy Program 

The purpose of the Forest Legacy 
Program is to identify 
environmentally important forest 
areas that are threatened by 
conversion to non-forest uses, and 
through the use of conservation 
easements and other 
mechanisms, to promote forest 
land protection and other 
conservation opportunities. Due 
July 7. More Info. 

Wetland Conservation US 
Standard Grants 

The U.S. Standard Grants 
Program is a competitive, 
matching grants program that 
supports public-private 
partnerships carrying out projects 
in the U.S. that further the goals of 
the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act (NAWCA). These 
projects must involve long-term 
protection, restoration, and/or 
enhancement of wetlands and 
associated uplands habitats for 
the benefit of all wetlands-
associated migratory birds. Due 
July 17. More Info. 

OPPORTUNITIES 

2

Workshops/Meetings
/Trainings/Events 
Low Stress Livestock Handling 

Judith Basin CD is hosting Whit 
Hibbard for a low-stress 
livestock handling workshop in 
Geyser, MT. June 2. Call 566-
2311 x107 for more info. 

Wetland Plant Identification 
Workshops 

The Montana Natural Heritage 
Program and the 
Montana Wetland Council are 
pleased to offer three 1-day 
beginner/refresher and two 2-
day intermediate wetland 
plant identification workshops 
in 2016.  

Beginner/Refresher workshops:  
June 7 – Sheridan 
June 16 – Lewistown 
June 23 – Ovando 
 
Intermediate Workshops:     
July 20-21 – University of 
Montana, Missoula 
July 26-27 – Montana State 
University, Bozeman 

 

Jobs 
Seasonal Field Botanist 

The MT Natural History Program is 
looking for a qualified Botanist 
who wants to build leadership 
skills and work in a diversity of 
floristic areas of Montana. 
Contact Jen Chutz 406-444-3500 
for more info. 
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Secretary, Cascade CD 

Cascade CD (Great Falls) has a 
part-time opening for the position 
of District Secretary/Receptionist. 
Visit www.cascadecd.com for 
more info. Closes June 1. 

Grant Manager 

DNRC’s Reclamation and 
Development Grants Program is 
hiring a grant manager. They are 
looking for an individual with a 
mix of remediation and 
reclamation experience plus 
project management skills. Open 
until filled. More Info 
 
Program Specialist/Renewable 
Resources Grant Manager 
 
This position oversees 
management of renewable 
resource grants for the DNRC 
Conservation and Resource 
Development Division (CARDD). 
The person in this position 
performs a variety of specialized, 
complex, and technical analysis 
and administrative duties. Closes 
May 27. More Info 

ALE Program Manager 

Through a “shared position” 
proposal, Montana Association of 
Land Trusts is hiring an employee 
who will work for MALT and its 
member land trusts and work 
specifically with NRCS local, state 
and national officials to 
successfully implement the 
Agricultural Land Easement (ALE) 
Program in Montana. Closes May 
20. More Info 

 

The Montana Conservationist strives to present news & information relevant to Montana’s Conservation Districts and 
greater conservation community. The views and opinions expressed here do not necessarily represent those of MACD or 
its affiliates. 

http://www.westernnativetrout.org/western-native-trout-initiative-small-grants-program?mc_cid=7562e21cd0&mc_eid=444c6825bd
http://fwp.mt.gov/fishAndWildlife/habitat/wildlife/programs/forestLegacy.html
http://www.z2systems.com/nps//servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=nacdnet&emailId=f992af9933f45b3c8722a08f74de865ffm690371f99&linkId=2071&&targetUrl=http://www.fws.gov/birds/grants/north-american-wetland-conservation-act/standard-grants/united-states.php
http://www.z2systems.com/nps//servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=nacdnet&emailId=f992af9933f45b3c8722a08f74de865ffm690371f99&linkId=2071&&targetUrl=http://www.fws.gov/birds/grants/north-american-wetland-conservation-act/standard-grants/united-states.php
http://fwp.mt.gov/fishAndWildlife/habitat/wildlife/programs/forestLegacy.html
http://www.cascadecd.com
https://mtstatejobs.taleo.net/careersection/200/jobdetail.ftl?job=16141130
https://mtstatejobs.taleo.net/careersection/200/jobdetail.ftl?job=16141048
http://www.montanalandtrusts.org/
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Ag Days, Glacier CD 

 

MACD Executive 
Commitee Call 

 

 

Low Stress Livestock 
handling, Geyser 

 

MACD EO Spring Meeting, 
Helena 

 

MACD Spring Board 
Meeting, Helena 

 

Montana Range Days, 
Harlowton 

 

CMR Working Group 
Meeting, Circle 

 

MACD Executive 
Committee Conference 
Call 

 

 

Coming Up: 

Have an event to share? 
Visit macdnet.org/calendar 
to add your event to our list! 

15 

27 

15-17 

2 

20-22 

23 

19 

May 

MACD Scholarship Winners Announced 

MACD is proud to announce the 2016 recipients of our 
annual scholarships. The scholarships are for Montana high 
school seniors or students already attending post- secondary 
education in Montana with an intended study in the field of 
natural resources. We received 13 applications this year (a 
recent record) and it was a difficult decision for the review 
committee as all candidates were excellent. Because of the 
number and caliber of applicants this year, it was decided 
to award a third scholarship.   
 
Congratulations to the following recipients of this 
year's scholarships:  
 
Kelsie Field, Beaverhead Conservation District, currently 
attending University of Montana-Western and studying 
Biology and Environmental Science 
   
Shawna Pratt, Custer County Conservation District, currently 
attending Montana State University-Bozeman and studying 
Chemical and Biological Engineering.  
 
Cole Norskog, Judith Basin Conservation District, currently 
attending Stanford High School and planning on attending 
Montana State University-Bozeman in fall 2016 to study 
Animal Science: Livestock Production.  
 

23 

Hello / Goodbye 
Hello to: Taylor Fjeldheim, new administrator for Sheridan County 
Conservation District. Outgoing administrator Melissa Opsahl says Taylor 
started the day their trees arrived and hasn't run away yet, so it seems 
like she’ll be a good fit. Melissa helped her through the transition and 
departed for Oregon today. You can reach Taylor at 
sheridancd@macdnet.org or (406) 765- 1801 ext 101. 

CORRECTION: Last issue, we incorrectly reported that Mandie 
Maldonavo of Valley CD was leaving her post; we are happy to say that 
our source was wrong and Mandie is still a part of the Conservation 
District community. We sincerely apologize for the confusion! 

June 

mailto:sheridancd@macdnet.org
http://www.swcdmi.org

