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Program Spotlight: Ranching for Rivers 

1

This past winter/spring, SWCDM partnered with the Missouri River 
Conservation Districts Council to launch a pilot program 
called Ranching for Rivers which helps ranchers develop riparian 
pastures on their lands by providing 50% cost-share for riparian fencing 
and related infrastructure (water gaps, off-site tanks, etc) projects. 

Unlike complete exclusion, riparian pastures are intended to be grazed 
during some portion of the year, which can provide a number of 
benefits to the rancher, water resource, and riparian habitat alike. 
Common benefits of riparian pastures, to name just a few, include 
improved management flexibility, shelter for animals, increased riparian 
habitat diversity (including cottonwoods and other woody plants 
important for stabilizing stream banks), improved fisheries habitat and 
water quality, improved management of weeds and overgrown 
vegetation through grazing, and greater wildlife access to streams. 

Five projects were funded through this pilot program, which together 
resulted in over 10 miles of riparian pasture/fencing projects on the 
Missouri and Milk Rivers. Continued on Page 2… 

http://www.swcdmi.org
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Yesterday, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency announced 
the completion of grant awards 
under the 2015 Environmental 
Education (EE) Grants Program.  

Projects address a range of 
topics and audiences, including 
tribal middle school education in 
Washington, watershed literacy 
in Montana, urban agriculture in 
Oklahoma, teacher training in 
Louisiana, green infrastructure in 
Ohio, and EE in community 
colleges in New England. 

The agency funded 35 grants 
from organizations in 26 states. 
Grants range from 
approximately $36,000 to 
$192,000, for a total of 
approximately $3,306,600 million. 

Montana was lucky enough to 
receive three of the 35 grants 
awarded. A total of $273,000 will 
go to the following projects:  

Empowering Community 
Stewardship in the Headwaters 

Montana State University $91,000 
The Empowering Community 
Stewardship in the Headwaters 
project expands and advances 
a statewide water quality 
education program that 
encourages adult and youth 
civic community organizations to 
adopt a local river or stream 
reach. This project combines 
water quality monitoring, river 
cleanups, and enhancement 
projects by community 
organizations. The organizations 
engage in water quality 
investigations that lead to better 
understanding of local 
watershed issues and that 
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22

identify local actions to improve 
water quality.  

Pursuit of Educational 
Advancement toward Careers in 
Environmental Fields (PACE) for 
Montana Tribal College Students  

Montana State University $91,000 
Montana Tribal College student 
participants increase their 
awareness and knowledge of 
specific local environmental 
issues identified as a concern by 
their community and where the 
community desires a solution. 
Inspiring and encouraging interest 
in environmental stewardship and 
environmental careers, the 
program increases the 
environmental literacy, 
knowledge of sources of 
information, and evaluation skills 
of the PACE Participants. 

Western Montana Place-Based 
Watershed Education Program  

The Watershed Education 
Network $91,000 Western 
Montana Place-Based Watershed 
Education Program educates 
tribal and non-tribal student 
groups and community members 
on the environmental issues in 
their local watersheds and the 
possible solutions to those issues, 
as well as potential stewardship 
opportunities in those watersheds. 
The project provides 
environmental education on 
issues relevant to the Clark Fork 
and Flathead watersheds to 
grades 5 through 12.  

EPA will award grants under the 
2016 EE Grants Program later this 
year. 

 

EPA awards three environmental education 
grants to Montana projects 

Ranching for Rivers 
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One of the program participants 
was Dick and Connie Iversen, 
Richland County ranchers near 
Culbertson. 

When the floods of 2011 hit the 
Iversen’s place on the Missouri 
River, they lost a lot of land to 
either erosion or sand deposition. 
But they noticed two things after 
the floods: first, the banks with 
trees fared much better and had 
less erosion than the banks 
without trees; and, second, the 
areas that flooded the worst 
were sprouting up a lot of new 
cottonwood seedlings. Dick 
estimates that there are over 200 
acres of new cottonwoods that 
he is now trying to manage. 

To protect both his streambanks 
and these cottonwood 
regeneration areas, Dick 
decided to install new fences 
(and replace those lost) along 
the river pastures in order to 
better control grazing in his 
riparian areas. In some places, 
the fences are to keep cattle out 
of regeneration areas, and in 
others he will control grazing to 
manage for balanced 
regeneration. Dick also installed 
a water tank to help manage 
river access in these pasture 
areas. 

In all, the Iversens have three to 
four miles of river frontage where 
grazing will be managed through 
riparian pastures. The entire 
project cost the Iversens upwards 
of $30,000, which was made 
much more affordable by the 
50% cost-share provided by the 
Ranching for Rivers program.  

Please visit our website, 
www.swcdmi.org/programs/R4R 
for more info on this program. 

http://www.swcdmi.org/programs/R4R
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Sage Grouse Oversight Team begins work on 
conservation plan 

1

From Montana On The Ground: 
As Montana tries to preserve sage 
grouse habitat, agency leaders 
must decide which conservation 
projects would best help the bird 
in the future. 

On Tuesday, the Sage Grouse 
Oversight Team met to review the 
first nine applicants for the new 
Sage Grouse Stewardship Fund 
Grant Program. The Stewardship 
Fund provides competitive 
funding for voluntary, incentive-
based conservation on private 
lands in important sage grouse 
habitat. 

The purpose of this first 
application round is to identify 
projects with high-quality habitat 
in core sage grouse areas that 
could pad the state’s bank of 
mitigation credits for the future. 

Then, once a project was 
proposed that would degrade 
sage grouse habitat, the entity 
proposing the project could buy 
mitigation credit from the bank.   

Jim Halvorson, Montana Board of 
Oil and Gas administrator, said it 
was highly likely that the first 
project needing mitigation credits 
would be developing oil and gas. 

However, the first hitch in the plan 
is that the oversight team needs 
to put some conservation credit 
in the bank to begin with. So it’s 
offering $5 million in state funding 
for conservation projects that will 
create that credit. 

“I tell everyone it’s a kick-starter,” 
said Sage Grouse program 
manager Carolyn SIme. 
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But the second hitch is 
determining how much credit 
each project is worth. Normally, 
the oversight team would have a 
“habitat quantification tool’ that 
could assign points to each 
project in various conservation 
categories so the team members 
could rank each project. The 
purpose of a mitigation bank is to 
allow a certain level of 
development to continue. So the 
habitat tool would also help 
determine how much mitigation 
credit a development project 
would need. 

However, the habitat 
quantification tool has yet to be 
developed. Even so, the team 
decided in February to move 
ahead with the funding process 
so landowners could take 
advantage of federal matching 
funds that would be available in 
May. 

So on Tuesday, the team was 
making some judgment calls as it 
listened to presentations on 
various conservation easements 
from representatives of The 
Nature Conservancy and The 
Montana Land Reliance and one 
fence-flagging project from the 
National Wildlife Federation. The 
total amount needed to pay for 
all nine projects exceeded the $5 
million available. The priority is to 
preserve land in the core sage 
grouse area, which lies mostly in 
eastern Montana: Phillips, Valley, 
Fergus, Petroleum and Rosebud 
counties. 

READ MORE 

Mine waste as art: 
Exhibit tells unique 
story 

From the Montana Standard: The 
inspiration for turning mine waste 
into a work of art came to Butte 
native Olivia Everett while she was 
trying to understand the Parrot 
corridor. 

Everett is the creative director of 
Imagine Butte Resource Center, 
68 W. Park Street, which is home 
to an exhibit called A Watershed 
Moment. The exhibit contains dirt, 
heavy metals and maps drawn 
on the walls. 

It’s designed to help educate the 
public on one of the nation’s 
largest Superfund sites – which 
Butte sits upon -- and one that is 
so complex, regular citizens can 
have difficulty digesting it. The 
Parrot corridor, for example, is a 
stretch of underground and 
surface level mine waste that runs 
from the Butte Civic Center to 
near Montana Street. 

The exhibit’s maps, including 
watershed maps, are drawn by 
IBRC volunteers onto the gallery 
walls. They show how Butte’s 
water issues fit into the bigger 
picture of rivers and streams in 
western Montana. 

A sculpture by Butte artist Dark 
Sevier features a satellite dish 
pulled from a Dumpster. Called 
“Circumference,” the dish 
contains contaminated dirt from 
the Northside tailings, which is 
surface mine waste in the Parrot 
corridor. 

READ MORE 

http://www.montanaotg.com/blog-native/2016/5/24/sage-grouse-team-chooses-projects-for-mitigation-bank
http://mtstandard.com/natural-resources/superfund/mine-waste-as-art-exhibit-tells-unique-story/article_b895f136-870f-56e7-8471-233436e57e9c.html
http://www.swcdmi.org
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USDA Streamlines online 
crop reporting 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) today announced that 
farmers and ranchers filing crop 
acreage reports with the Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) and 
participating insurance providers 
approved by the Risk 
Management Agency (RMA) now 
can provide the common 
information from their acreage 
reports at one office and the 
information will be electronically 
shared with the other location. 

This new process is part of the 
USDA Acreage Crop Reporting 
Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This 
interagency collaboration also 
includes participating private 
crop insurance agents and 
insurance companies, all working 
to streamline the information 
collected from farmers and 
ranchers who participate in USDA 
programs. 

"If you file your report at one 
location, the data that's 
important to both FSA and RMA 
will be securely and electronically 
shared with the other location," 
said FSA Administrator Val Dolcini. 
"This will avoid redundant and 
duplicative reporting, and we 
expect this to save farmers and 
ranchers time." 

"Accuracy in crop reporting is a 
key component for crop 
insurance, because an error in this 
information can affect premiums 
or claims. This is going to greatly 
improve efficiencies and reduce 
mistakes," said RMA Administrator 
Brandon Willis. 

READ MORE 

Forecasting Unintended Consequences of 
Grassland Conversion 

1

Continuing implementation of the 
2014 U.S. Farm Bill, which includes 
programs such as SodSaver and 
policies such as conservation 
compliance (restraining 
cultivation on highly erodible or 
marginal lands), provides 
incentives to enhance 
conservation of grasslands. 
However, these policies will likely 
only slow, rather than reverse, 
recent trends of expansion of 
cultivation for crop production 
into existing grasslands. Driven by 
economics, policy, and social 
shifts in rural America, this is 
certainly a complex problem 
worthy of our ongoing attention. 

Systems Thinking: Investigating 
Soil Environmental Risk 

Systems thinking, which combines 
both qualitative (descriptive 
observation) and quantitative 
(numerical, requiring 
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measurement) data with 
computer simulation, is a 
methodology for investigating 
and interpreting complex 
problems. Using information from 
farmers and ranchers across South 
Dakota, combined with USDA’s 
National Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS), Natural Resource 
Conservation Service and U.S. 
Census Bureau data, SDSU 
investigators developed a systems 
model to forecast land use 
change across the northern Great 
Plains (SD, NE, ND, WY, MT). Soil 
Environmental Risk (SER) was also 
assessed at the regional level 
based on varying degrees of 
cultivation intensity across 
differing land use qualities. This 
model was used to test and 
compare public policy and 
economic scenarios to identify 
favorable future conditions (Figure 
1.). READ MORE 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAOC/bulletins/14c7fb4
http://onpasture.com/2016/05/30/forecasting-unintended-consequences-of-grassland-conversion/
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Recently, while working on a logo 
for a new program, the subject of 
agricultural symbols came up, 
and specifically, beaverslides. This 
piqued my interest in learning 
more about beaverslides and 
their history in Montana 
agriculture.  

Notably, I discovered that 
beaverslides were invented in the 
Big Hole Valley in Beaverhead 
County. According to Wikipedia, 
they were initially called 
Beaverhead County Slide 
Stackers, but the name was 
quickly shortened. 

Early settlers in the American 
west initially stored hay for their 
livestock under shelter in barns 
and haylofts. However, unlike the 
eastern U.S., where hay is fed as a 
supplemental form of forage, the 
northern plains had lengthy and 
severe winter weather (as we well 
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know) and therefore large 
quantities of hay were needed to 
provide adequate forage for 
animals. Most haylofts were 
insufficient to store the quantities 
needed, but in the arid western 
United States, unlike the more 
humid east, hay could be stored 
without the protection of a barn.  

About 1908, the beaverslide was 
invented in Montana by two 
ranchers, Herbert S. Armitage and 
David J. Stephens, who ranched 
near Briston. Armitage and 
Stephens filed for a patent on 
September 7, 1909 and it was 
awarded on May 31, 1910. 

The beaverslide was somewhat 
mobile, inexpensive, handled 
large amounts of hay, and was 
easily built. It was faster to use 
than early balers and made 
windproof haystacks. It rapidly 
gained popularity in southwestern 

Beaver Slides: A Unique Symbol of Montana Agriculture 

3

Montana and adjacent parts of 
eastern Idaho, with its use 
spreading to other western states 
and Canada in places where 
light meadow grass was put up 
as hay.  

If the hay is stacked properly, 
and remains uneaten, the hay in 
a beaverslide-constructed stack 
remains good at least two to 
three years, with some ranchers 
claiming it could last up to five or 
six years. In contrast, baled hay 
stored outdoors can begin to go 
bad after only one year. 

Although beaverslides are not 
commonly used nowadays, there 
are still some in use in parts of the 
state, and many old beaverslides 
still dot the landscape. They are 
an important and unique symbol 
for Montana's agricultural legacy. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_pioneer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_west
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_west
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idaho
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Grants 
Western Native Trout Initiative 
Small Grants 

The small project funding program 
specifically supports collaborative 
approaches and partnerships 
involved in local efforts or 
community-based programs that 
provide for habitat, educational 
or public recreational angling 
programs that contribute to the 
Initiative’s efforts to conserve 
western native trout. Up to $3,000 
per project. Due June 17. More 
Info. 

Pre Disaster and Flood 
Mitigation FEMA grants 

Flood Assistance: makes available 
federal funds to State, Local and 
Tribal Governments to implement 
and sustain cost-effective 
measures that reduce or eliminate 
risk of flood damage to buildings 
insured under the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP). FEMA 
will fund planning up to $100,000 
per applicant with a maximum of 
$50,000 for state plans and 
$25,000 for local plans. Due June 
15. More 

Pre Disaster: Implement and 
sustain cost-effective measures 
designed to reduce the risk to 
individuals and property from 
natural hazards, while also 
reducing reliance on Federal 
funding from future disasters. Due 
June 15. More 

OPPORTUNITIES 
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Workshops/Meetings
/Trainings/Events 

Montana Natural Resources 
Youth Camp 

The camp is a great way to 
enlighten students to the 
opportunities that exist in 
natural resource careers. At 
the same time they can have 
an enjoyable summer 
vacation experience. Students 
must be age 14-18 or will 
complete the eighth grade 
this year. More Info 

 

Jobs 
Seasonal Field Botanist 

The MT Natural History Program is 
looking for a qualified Botanist 
who wants to build leadership 
skills and work in a diversity of 
floristic areas of Montana. 
Contact Jen Chutz 406-444-3500 
for more info. 

Environmental Science 
Specialist – DNRC Sage Grouse 

The Sage Grouse Program 
Specialist organizes and 
implements Montana’s Sage 
Grouse Habitat Conservation 
Strategy and the Habitat 
Stewardship Conservation 
Program under direction of the 
Sage Grouse Habitat 
Conservation Manager. 
Specifically, the program 
specialist will work with state and 
federal agencies, and 
administrative entities like the 
Montana Board of Oil & Gas in 
matters related to Montana’s 
Sage Grouse Conservation 
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Strategy and the Sage Grouse 
Habitat Conservation 
Stewardship Program. The 
program specialist will be a 
program contact for private 
landowners and project 
proponents who submit plans for 
proposed activities occurring in 
Sage Grouse habitat to the 
program for consultation. More 

Program Manager, AERO 

AERO’s Program Manager is 
responsible for management, 
implementation, and ongoing 
development of AERO’s 
statewide sustainable agriculture 
and energy programs. More Info 

Sustainable Ag Program 
Manager 

NCAT is seeking an experienced 
manager to develop and 
coordinate sustainable 
agriculture projects. The position 
will be located in NCAT’s 
Headquarters Office in Butte, 
Montana. More Info 

The Montana Conservationist 
strives to present news & 
information relevant to Montana’s 
Conservation Districts and greater 
conservation community. The 
views and opinions expressed 
here do not necessarily represent 
those of MACD or its affiliates. 

Funding Available for 
Assistance with QuickBooks 

Are you a new administrator, 
having troubles with the 
conversion to the BARS or with 
Quickbooks?  

Funding has been secured to 
continue the outreach and on 
the job training program with 
new administrators, or those that 
just need a little help with 
QuickBooks and or the 
conversion into BARS. If you are in 
need of assistance please 
contact Carie Hess at 
petroleumcd@midrivers.com or 
406-429-6646 ext. 104. 

http://www.westernnativetrout.org/western-native-trout-initiative-small-grants-program?mc_cid=9ae079f38c&mc_eid=444c6825bd
http://www.westernnativetrout.org/western-native-trout-initiative-small-grants-program?mc_cid=9ae079f38c&mc_eid=444c6825bd
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html?keywords=DHS-16-MT-029-000-99
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html?keywords=DHS-16-MT-047-000-99
http://www.mnryc.org/
https://mtstatejobs.taleo.net/careersection/200/jobdetail.ftl?job=16141164&mc_cid=9ae079f38c&mc_eid=444c6825bd
http://www.aeromt.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/AERO-2016-Program-Manager-job-description.pdf?mc_cid=9ae079f38c&mc_eid=444c6825bd
https://www.ncat.org/ag_coord/?mc_cid=9ae079f38c&mc_eid=444c6825bd
mailto:petroleumcd@midrivers.com
http://www.swcdmi.org
mailto:petroleumcd@midrivers.com
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Missouri River Rendezvous, 
Fort Benton 

 

MACD Board Conference 
Call 

 

MACDEO Spring Meeting, 
Helena 

 

MACD Spring Board 
Meeting, Helena 

 

Montana Range Days, 
Harlowton 

 

CMR Working Group 
Meeting, Circle 

 

MACD Executive 
Committee Conference 
Call 

Coming Up: 

Have an event to share? 
Visit macdnet.org/calendar 
to add your event to our list! 

15-17 

9 

13 

20-22 

15 

23 

June 

Resolutions Update 
An update on the status of recent MACD resolutions 

15-1: Clarification and coordination of 310 and floodplain permitting 
A meeting was held in December 2015 with DNRC Floodplain division to 
convey the background and concerns behind this resolution. Julie Ralston, 
Bitterroot Conservation District administrator, presented at the Association of 
Montana Floodplain Administrators convention in March 2016 to present on 
conservation district 310 permitting and ways in which floodplain 
administrators could work more closely with conservation districts to ease the 
burden of permitting on landowners. A meeting was held in Helena on May 
18th with over 20 people including the MACD Water Committee and 
partners to discuss possible options for improving stream and floodplain 
permitting.  
 
15-2 Clarification and coordination of outreach regarding the Board of Oil 
and Gas Form 22 
In March 2016, the Board of Oil and Gas changed Form 22 to state 310 
permit as compared to stream crossing permit. The updated form can be 
found here. 
 
15-3 Use Local Ecological Knowledge to Incorporate Predation Concerns 
Into Ecological Restoration for Endangered Species 

This resolution was brought forward to the National Association of 
Conservation Districts Convention in February 2016 and accepted, with 
some edits, as a resolution that will be worked on at the national level. At the 
state level, this was passed onto the Montana Sage Grouse Oversight Team 
and partners at NRCS and BLM. Further direction and work on 
this resolution will be conducted through the MACD Soil and Land Use 
Committee. 

27 BSWC 2017 Host Site Applications Available 

If your organization has conservation projects and goals that you have 
not been able to check off your to-do list, consider hosting a Big Sky 
Watershed Corps Member.  

This program places a recent college graduate in a conservation district 
or watershed group for 11.5 months to put new projects or programs on 
the ground.  

Feel free to contact Jessica Makus with any questions regarding BSWC 
at jessica@macdnet.org. 

 

http://bogc.dnrc.mt.gov/Forms/WebForms/Form 22 Permit to Drill/
mailto:jessica@macdnet.org
http://www.swcdmi.org



