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MACD, partners meet for annual “spring” 
board meeting 

1

The 2016 Spring Board meeting occurred at the Capital in Helena June 
15-16th, 2016. Board members, committee chairs, supervisors and
conservation district employees gathered to set priorities, identify
leveraging opportunities, celebrate successes, and set the stage for the
future.

The MACD Board has undertaken a significant amount of work over the 
past few years to update and clarify bylaws, processes, and budgets. 
The Spring Board Meeting was an exciting time as the fruit of these 
efforts became evident.  

One of the major items of discussion was the continuing improvement 
of the draft bylaws for SWCDM, which will lay the groundwork for a 
separate board of directors for the two organizations. Continued on 
page 5… 

http://www.swcdmi.org
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Last week, during National 
Pollinator Week and in advance 
of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) seventh 
annual Pollinator Week Festival, 
the USDA announced two 
initiatives in support of the 
President’s National Strategy to 
Promote the Health of 
Honeybees and Other 
Pollinators, announced just over 
one year ago. A review of 
USDA’s most popular 
conservation program found 
that farmers and ranchers across 
the country are creating at least 
15 million acres of healthy forage 
and habitat for pollinators, and 
the department has also entered 
into a new partnership with 
leading honey bee organizations 
that will help to ensure future 
conservation projects continue 
to provide benefits to these 
important species. 

“Pollinators are small but mighty 
creatures who need our help as 
much as we need theirs, and 
that is why USDA is dedicating 
resources from all corners of our 
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department to boost their habitat 
and better understand how to 
protect them,” said Agriculture 
Secretary Vilsack. “In addition to 
creating healthy habitat and 
food for pollinators through our 
conservation work, USDA 
research is leading to 
breakthroughs in pollinator 
survival that may reverse the 
declines we’ve seen over the 
past few decades. We look 
forward to continued 
collaboration with America’s 
beekeepers and honey 
producers to ensure this work is 
meaningful and effective.” 

USDA has signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding with two honey 
bee organizations, the American 
Honey Producers Association and 
the American Beekeeping 
Federation, to facilitate an 
ongoing partnership that will 
ensure USDA’s conservation 
initiatives are as advantageous as 
possible to pollinators and that 
beekeepers understand how they 
can benefit from USDA’s 
conservation and safety net 
programs. For several years, 

USDA announces key measures to improve 
pollinator health 
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USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) and Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 
have worked closely with these 
groups and others to help 
improve habitat for honeybees 
and other pollinators in various 
conservation programs.  The 
National Strategy emphasized 
the need for public-private 
partnerships like this one to 
expeditiously expand pollinator-
health initiatives to achieve the 
scale necessary to make 
meaningful and long-term 
improvements.  

FSA also plays a critical role in the 
delivery of programs that provide 
a safety net for beekeepers who 
experience losses due to natural 
disasters, and the agency 
administers the Emergency 
Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program, which provides 
assistance for the loss of 
honeybee colonies, in excess of 
normal mortality, due to Colony 
Collapse Disorder or other natural 
causes. These groups have 
helped to ensure that these 
safety net programs work well, 
and they have helped focus 
research to learn more about the 
impacts of USDA programs and 
make continuous improvements. 
This MOU creates a framework to 
ensure ongoing, meaningful 
information sharing to help 
beekeepers and honey bees into 
the future. 

In addition to this MOU, a 
thorough review of USDA’s 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) has revealed that farmers 
and ranchers across the country 
have created more than 15 
million acres of healthy habitat 
and forage for pollinators through 
the Conservation Reserve 
Program. READ MORE 

http://blogs.usda.gov/2016/06/20/learn-how-to-bee-a-friend-during-usdas-pollinator-festival-this-friday-june-24/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/Pollinator Health Strategy 2015.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/Pollinator Health Strategy 2015.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/Pollinator Health Strategy 2015.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/Pollinator Health Strategy 2015.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2016/nr_20160606_rel_0152
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Flathead County to test wells for radiation 
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From the Daily Interlake: Water 
testing west of Kalispell has 
revealed concerning levels of 
radioactive elements in some 
private drinking wells. The reports 
have led county health officials 
on a search to find possibly 
contaminated areas to notify 
people who are at greater risk. 

According to federal and state 
guidelines, private drinking wells 
are monitored by individuals and 
are not the responsibility of 
federal or state health 
departments. 

Joe Russell, the Flathead City-
County Health Department 
public health officer, said that 
distinction is why private 
company testing is the main 
reason the county knows about 
local cases of water wells 
exceeding federal standards for 
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gross alpha radioactivity. 

“At times, public supplies have 
shown higher levels of radiation, 
but because we don’t test 
private supplies, our information 
on other areas have been 
anecdotal until this point ... until 
we heard more from the 
Montana [Environmental 
Laboratory] in Kalispell, ” Russell 
said. 

Gross alpha radiation comes from 
naturally occurring radioactive 
elements that emit particles as 
they decay. Most drinking water 
sources have very low levels of 
alpha radiation and are not a 
health concern. But a high level 
of alpha radiation has been 
known to cause health concerns 
such as cancer, according to the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. READ MORE 

USDA revises special 
use permits for 
national forests 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
and U.S. Forest Service Chief Tom 
Tidwell today announced steps to 
make it easier for outfitters, 
guides, schools, non-profits and 
other partners to take groups out 
to enjoy outdoor activities on 
national forests and grasslands. By 
streamlining the approach to 
special-use permitting for national 
forests and grasslands, our natural 
resources will be even more 
accessible to Americans. 

"Our national forests and 
grasslands connect people to 
nature where they live, providing 
sustainable recreation 
opportunities for all Americans," 
Vilsack said. "The experience of 
enjoying these lands draws 
people closer to our vast natural 
resources and strengthens our 
connection to what our country 
has to offer. Today, we are taking 
steps to make it even easier for 
people to enjoy our public lands 
and reap the benefits of our 
forests, rivers and mountains." 

More than 160 million people visit 
national forest and grasslands 
annually. The vast majority of 
families and individual visitors do 
not need a permit to enjoy 
outdoor activities in the national 
forest system. 

The Forest Service's streamlined 
approach to special-use 
permitting will be implemented 
over time. Ongoing user 
feedback will help the agency 
continually evaluate and adjust to 
provide the best possible 
customer service. READ MORE 

Five ways to help pollinators on working lands 
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From USDA: More than 30 percent 
of our food production relies on 
pollination by insects, such as 
honey bees and native bees. But 
many pollinator species are in 
trouble. Here are a few ways 
farmers, ranchers and forest 
landowners are helping by 
integrating high-nectar flowers 
and warm-season grasses into: 

1. Cover crops. Many of these un-
harvested crops that are planted 
when cash crops aren’t growing 
provide nectar and pollen for 
pollinators and prevent soil 
erosion and boost soil health at 
the same time. 

2. Field borders. These places that 
are tough to get to with 
machinery can be planted with 
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flowers and grasses that birds 
and bees (and butterflies!) love. 

3. Pastures. Through prescribed 
grazing, producers can manage 
their pastures to benefit not only 
livestock but pollinators and 
other critters as well. 

4. Early successional habitat. 
Young, shrubby forests are 
hotbeds of biodiversity. 
Landowners can manage their 
forests to include habitat that’s 
healthy for pollinators. 

5. Stream buffers. Native plants 
along streams not only filter out 
sediment and nutrients before 
they reach the water but provide 
top-notch habitat for pollinators, 
too. 

http://www.dailyinterlake.com/members/county-looks-to-map-areas-with-radiation-in-water/article_ec4b337c-2dda-11e6-9c12-0bddf636a21c.html?mc_cid=8af596497e&mc_eid=444c6825bd
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAOC/bulletins/14ffe61
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Research by Christina Herron-Sweet 
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Are invasive plants friend or foe to 
pollinators? It depends- some 
invasive plants can be toxic to 
pollinator larvae while others aid 
pollinators by providing additional 
floral resources.  

A recent study set out to 
determine how pollinator 
communities are affected by an 
invasive plant common in 
Montana and elsewhere, spotted 
knapweed (Centaurea stoebe).  

Researchers at Montana State 
University studied how density 
and growth stage of spotted 
knapweed affected pollinators. 
Another study investigated 
impacts of spotted knapweed on 
reproduction of the native forb 
hairy goldenaster (Heterotheca 
villosa); this species shares many 
pollinators with spotted 
knapweed and their flowering 
periods overlap for six weeks. 

Methods 

In the first study, pollinators were 
observed at nine sites in western 
Montana where spotted 
knapweed was present at 
varying densities (0 to >15 
plants/16m2 abundance, species 
richness, and flower visitation 
rates. Observations were also 
categorized into different spotted 
knapweed growth stages (pre 
bloom, early bloom, peak bloom, 
and late bloom).  

The second study took place 
near Bozeman, MT, at a site 
dominated by native forbs. 
Because no spotted knapweed 
was present at the site, potted 
spotted knapweed plants were 
placed next to naturally-growing 
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hairy goldenaster plants at 
varying densities (0 to 4 spotted 
knapweed plants/hairy 
goldenaster plant). Pollinator 
visitation and reproduction of the 
native plant was followed through 
one growing season. 

Results  

Thirty seven pollinator taxa visited 
spotted knapweed flowers, while 
26 pollinator taxa exclusively 
visited native flowers. Most co-
flowering species shared at least 
50% of their pollinators with 
spotted knapweed. Prior to 
spotted knapweed blooming, 
pollinator abundance and 
richness was higher in plots 
without spotted knapweed versus 
plots with high density (>15 
plants/16m2).  

However, during peak spotted 
knapweed bloom in August, high 
density spotted knapweed plots 
had greater pollinator 
abundance and richness than 
plots without spotted knapweed.  

In the second study, both spotted 
knapweed and hairy goldenaster 
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were visited by a variety of 
pollinator groups. There was little 
evidence of competition for 
pollinators between spotted 
knapweed and hairy goldenaster 
at spotted knapweed densities 
used here. 

Management implications  

Keeping spotted knapweed at 
low densities may be sufficient to 
prevent negative effects on 
pollinator-dependent native 
plant reproduction and may 
even be beneficial to some 
pollinators by providing floral 
resources later into summer. 
Furthermore, competition for 
pollinators does not appear to be 
a mechanism by which spotted 
knapweed invades a native plant 
community, at least not in the 
early stages of invasion (i.e. low 
densities of spotted knapweed). 
In locations where spotted 
knapweed is too abundant to 
eradicate, maintaining 
ecologically tolerable thresholds 
is a reasonable management 
goal, which may come as good 
news to land managers faced 
with this widespread, persistent 
species. Read more about this 
research 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ecs2.1233/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ecs2.1233/abstract
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Meet Samantha Tappenbeck, Area Resource 
Specialist for Western Montana 
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Samantha joined us on June 20 
as our new Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts of Montana 
Resource Specialist for Western 
Montana.  

She will provide technical and 
coordination assistance to 
Conservation Districts and local 
organizations on water quantity 
and quality issues in the Clark 
Fork/Kootenai River Basins. 

Samantha’s background is in 
freshwater ecology and aquatic 
biogeochemistry. She has a 
Master of Science in Systems 
Ecology from the University of 
Montana and has conducted 
research in southeastern 
Appalachia, the tallgrass prairie 
of the Midwest, and the 
northwestern Rocky Mountains.  

2

For the past four years she worked 
as an analyst in the Freshwater 
Research Laboratory at Flathead 
Lake Biological Station in Polson, 
MT. 

Samantha grew up in Charlotte, 
North Carolina and has lived in 
the Flathead Valley since 2010. 
She and her husband Tyler live in 
the foothills of the Swan 
Mountains in Kalispell. When not 
at work, you can find them 
camping, floating a river, or hiking 
with their three dogs. 

To reach Samantha, you can 
email her at 
stappenbeck@macdnet.org, or 
call her at 406-291-6314. 

2

Continued from page 1…This is 
important for transparency, for 
funders, and also allows 
representatives to join the board 
where they are most passionate, 
be that working on policy topics 
(MACD) or on project topics 
(SWCDM). The Board worked on 
updating the SWCDM Draft 
Bylaws to incorporate feedback 
from districts and to provide more 
clarity.  

The board felt that districts 
needed more time to 
contemplate the changes, and 
that they should be voted on by 
the all of the districts, so these 
bylaws will once again be 
discussed at Area Meetings and 
voted upon by all of the Districts 
at the Convention. 

We also discussed policies and 
work plans for the coming year. 
Texts for all reports, highlights, 
and updates presented at the 
meeting, as well as minutes from 
the meeting are available on our 
website at macdnet.org/2016-
spring-board-meeting/. 

NRCS, DNRC, MSCA, MRCDC, 
MACDEO, BPMC, and other 
partners were also present and 
provided important direction 
during our partner prioritization 
session. 

Additionally, we signed an MOU 
together with DNRC and NRCS. 
This MOU reflects the importance 
and strength of this partnership, 
and was symbolic in outlining the 
strengths each partner will bring 
to the table and how we can 
best leverage these strengths for 
the benefit of local, 
commonsense conservation. 

Spring Board Meeting 

mailto:stappenbeck@macdnet.org
http://www.swcdmi.org


 

6 www.swcdmi.org | June 29, 2016 

THE MONTANA CONSERVATIONIST 

1

Grants 
319 Nonpoint Source Projects 

DEQ has funding available for 
nonpoint source water pollution 
reduction projects. An estimated 
$900,000 of funding will be 
available to Montana in 2017 
under Section 319 of the Federal 
Clean Water Act. The funds 
support projects to reduce 
nonpoint source pollution caused 
by agricultural and forestry 
activities, urban and suburban 
development, and runoff from 
abandoned mine sites. Interested 
parties should attend a webinar 
on June 22 for more info. The 
webinar will start at 9:00 AM in 
Room 111 of the DEQ Metcalf 
Building at 1520 E 6th Ave. in 
Helena. Remote access is 
available and details are 
available from Katie Steele at 
(406) 444-0549 or ksteele2@mt.gov.

Project sponsors must submit a 
preliminary proposal by July 25, 
2016. Final applications are due 
on September 26, 2016. Funding 
for projects will be announced 
after the 319 Agency Review 
Panel meets on October 20, 2016. 

FY 2017 Grant Deadlines 

Deadlines for 223, mini-education, 
and district development grants 
from DNRC for FY 2017 are as 
follows: July 29, 2016; October 14, 
2016; January 14, 2017; and April 
26, 2017. Grant Info 

OPPORTUNITIES 
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Jobs 
Assistant Conservationist 

Flathead Conservation District is 
seeking an assistant 
conservationist to help fulfill its 
mission of promoting natural 
resources through on-the-ground 
conservation projects, education, 
and administration of the 310 
Law. Applications are due July 29. 
Visit flatheadcd.org for more info. 

Executive Director 

The Friends of the Missouri River 
Breaks needs a new executive 
director. We are looking for an 
enthusiastic, experienced leader 
who is excited by the idea of a 
fast-paced, full-time job leading 
an effective community-based 
organization dedicated to the 
protection of the Missouri Breaks 
National Monument in north-
central Montana. Visit 
missouribreaks.org for more info. 

3

Camps 
Montana Youth Range Camp 

Campers will be introduced to 25 
of Montana’s important range 
plants—grasses, forbs, and 
shrubs—and will learn about the 
interaction of soils, water, plants, 
wildlife, and livestock on the 
range. The camp provides an 
excellent opportunity for youth of 
varying backgrounds to become 
more aware of the value and 
potential of Montana’s 
rangeland. This well organized, 
balanced, and educational 
program brings together range 
professionals and interested 
students to learn in the great 
outdoors. Evening programs and 
activities allow campers an 
opportunity to meet new friends 
and develop lasting friendships.  
July 31 to August 4. More Info 

Yellowstone Wildlife Ecology 
Camp 

Ecology Project International is 
accepting Montana, Idaho, and 
Wyoming high school students to 
participate in our summer 
Yellowstone Wildlife Ecology 
Program. This summer’s courses 
will take place July 13-17, July 22-
26, July 25-29, and August 3-7. 
Activities include collecting data 
for a Yellowstone bison study, 
observing wolves with a biologist 
in the Lamar Valley, completing 
a conservation service project, 
and exploration of a Yellowstone 
geothermal basin. More Info 

The Montana Conservationist 
strives to present news & 
information relevant to Montana’s 
Conservation Districts and greater 
conservation community. The 
views and opinions expressed 
here do not necessarily represent 
those of MACD or its affiliates. 

Funding Available for 
Assistance with QuickBooks 

Are you a new administrator, 
having troubles with the 
conversion to the BARS or with 
Quickbooks?  

Funding has been secured to 
continue the outreach and on 
the job training program with 
new administrators, or those that 
just need a little help with 
QuickBooks and or the 
conversion into BARS. If you are in 
need of assistance please 
contact Carie Hess at 
petroleumcd@midrivers.com or 
406-429-6646 ext. 104.

mailto:ksteele2@mt.gov
http://dnrc.mt.gov/grants-and-loans
http://flatheadcd.org/fcd-is-hiring/
http://missouribreaks.org/2016/06/10/we-are-hiring-3/
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/camps/montana-youth-range-camp
https://www.ecologyproject.org/programs/local-communities-campuses/yellowstone/programs/summer-wildlife-ecology
mailto:petroleumcd@midrivers.com
http://www.swcdmi.org
mailto:petroleumcd@midrivers.com
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Grazing Management 
Pasture Walk, Ronan 

MACD Board Conference 
Call 

Cover Crop Pasture Walk, 
Moiese 

Low Stress Livestock 
Handling Workshop, 
Glasgow 

Conservation Easement 
Workshop, Miles City 

Conservation Easement 
Workshop, Culbertson 

MACD Executive 
Committee Conference 
Call 

223, Mini Education, and 
District Development 
Grants Deadline 

Montana Youth Range 
Camp, Highwood 
Mountains 

Coming Up: 

Have an event to share? 
Visit macdnet.org/calendar to 

add your event to our list! 

11 

13 

14-15

25 

BSWC 2017 Host Site Applications Available 

If your organization has conservation projects and goals that you have 
not been able to check off your to-do list, consider hosting a Big Sky 
Watershed Corps Member. 

This program places a recent college graduate in a conservation district 
or watershed group for 10.5 months to put new projects or programs on 
the ground. 

Feel free to contact Jessica Makus with any questions regarding BSWC 
at jessica@macdnet.org. 

Supervisor / Admin of the Year Nominations 

Nomination forms are now available for 2016 Supervisor & 
Administrator/Employee of the year. 

This is a great chance to recognize someone from the Conservation 
District world who has gone above and beyond in execution of their 
duties, whether by assisting others or by generally producing excellent 
and innovative projects. 

Winners will be recognized at the Banquet at the State Convention, 
November 15-17 in Sidney. 

Forms can be downloaded from the MACDEO website at 
employees.macdnet.org/supervisor-admin-of-the-year-nomination/. 
Please mail forms by August 15, 2016 to: 

Department of Natural Resources 
ATTN: Laurie Zeller 
1625 Eleventh Avenue, PO Box 201601 
Helena MT 59620-1601 

Call for Boot Camp participants 

NRCS recently opened up an agency-led, three-week-long, 
conservation program training opportunity to conservation districts 
employees that apply through NACD. NACD is currently looking for 
district employees interested in attending future training sessions held in 
Lincoln, Nebraska.   

Boot Camp participants will learn how to work through a comprehensive 
conservation planning process and how to partner with NRCS field 
employees.  

For more information about this opportunity, contact your NACD Region 
Representative or Rich Duesterhaus at rich-duesterhaus@nacdnet.org.  

July 

6 

29 

31-4

19

20 

mailto:jessica@macdnet.org
http://www.z2systems.com/nps//servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=nacdnet&emailId=9474e43856ace7ff0c869fbf355ff53a9m924891947&linkId=2348&&targetUrl=http://www.nacdnet.org/contact
http://www.z2systems.com/nps//servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=nacdnet&emailId=9474e43856ace7ff0c869fbf355ff53a9m924891947&linkId=2348&&targetUrl=http://www.nacdnet.org/contact
mailto:rich-duesterhaus@nacdnet.org
mailto:jessica@macdnet.org
mailto:rich-duesterhaus@nacdnet.org
http://www.swcdmi.org
http://macdnet.org/calendar



