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Granite CD hosts 9th Annual Weed Clinic 

On June 8th 40+ participants gathered at the Granite County Museum 
for the 9th Annual Granite Weed Clinic.  

In response to a local request for the opportunity to earn herbicide 
applicator weed credits MSU Extension, Granite Conservation District, 
and NRCS started to host this event. With support from local and area 
sponsors, who provide door prizes, we are able to fulfil a local need.  

One topic this year which drove home the value for this type of event 
was the changes to the herbicide applicator licenses being proposed 
by EPA to the State of Montana.  

One proposed change is the current 5 year cycle being shortened to a 
3 year cycle with the possibility of additional credits being required 
(depending of special license requirements). If you are interested in 
starting such an event please contact the Granite CD office, they are 
more than willing to share what has and hasn’t worked. (406) 859-3291. 

http://www.swcdmi.org
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From the Missoula Current: 
Missoula County commissioners 
this week directed $15,000 in 
grants to extend a pilot program 
to help qualified households 
cover the cost of water and 
wastewater connection repairs. 

The funding is provided through 
the Community Development 
Block Grant and extends a pilot 
program offering a 1-percent 
simple interest deferred payment 
loan to eligible property owners in 
all districts managed by the 
county. 

“When families face an 
unexpected emergency like the 
need to fix a water or sewer line, 
those expenses are seldom 
planned for, yet they need to be 
addressed immediately,” 

Corrosion of underground diesel storage 
tanks threatens groundwater 

1

In a report released July 20 on 
corrosion inside diesel fuel 
underground storage tanks (USTs), 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) found moderate or 
severe corrosion that could affect 
metal components inside both 
steel and fiberglass underground 
tank systems. Corrosion inside USTs 
can cause equipment failure by 
preventing proper operation of 
release detection and prevention 
equipment.  If left unchecked, 
corrosion could cause UST system 
failures and releases, which could 
lead to groundwater 
contamination. 
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Underground tank releases have 
historically been a leading cause 
of groundwater contamination. 
Groundwater is a source of 
drinking water for almost half of 
the people in the U.S. 

EPA’s report shows that 35 of 42 – 
or 83 percent – of the USTs studied 
exhibited moderate or severe 
corrosion, but less than 25 percent 
of owners were aware of 
corrosion prior to the internal 
inspection. 

Owners of USTs are encouraged 
to check their tanks for corrosion 
and replace if needed. 
MORE INFO 

Missoula County offers grants to help with 
water, wastewater repairs 
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Commissioner Jean Curtiss said. 
“Extending this program just 
makes sense.” 

The program was developed after 
a resident in the Lolo district 
approached the county 
regarding repairs that needed to 
be done to their water service 
connection. The resident was 
concerned about the cost of the 
repairs and asked if the district 
could help. 

Because the repairs involved a 
private connection, the district 
was unable to assist by providing 
alternative funding. However, 
Curtiss said, the county’s grants 
administrator proposed amending 
the grant program to include all 
affected homeowners within all 
county operated wastewater 
districts. READ MORE 

From the New York Times: 
SPANISH FORK, Utah — A huge 
toxic algae bloom in Utah has 
closed one of the largest 
freshwater lakes west of the 
Mississippi River, sickening more 
than 100 people and leaving 
farmers scrambling for clean 
water for days during the hottest 
part of the year. 

The bacteria commonly known 
as blue-green algae has spread 
rapidly to cover almost all of 150-
square-mile Utah Lake, turning 
the water bright, anti-freeze 
green with a pea soup texture 
and leaving scummy foam along 
the shore. 

"It smells like something is rotting," 
said Jason Garrett, water quality 
director for the Utah County 
Health Department. "We don't 
have an idea of how long this 
event will last." 

Toxic algae is a problem around 
the country. An enormous 
outbreak in Florida is now fouling 
beaches on the Atlantic coast, 
and a 2014 outbreak at Lake Erie 
left more than 400,000 people in 
the Toledo area without tap 
water for two days. 

Utah Lake doesn't provide 
drinking water, but its closure has 
caused big problems for people 
who use the lake for swimming, 
fishing and other activities and for 
farmers with thirsty crops. 

Utah Poison Control says it has 
fielded hundreds of calls related 
to the bloom. READ MORE 

Toxic Algae bloom 
threatens Utah irrigation 
water 

https://www.epa.gov/ust/alternative-fuels-and-underground-storage-tanks-usts#tab-5
http://www.missoulacurrent.com/government/2016/07/missoula-county-amends-grant-program-water-repairs/
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2016/07/22/us/ap-us-toxic-algae-utah-lake.html?_r=0
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Bill favoring unregulated exempt wells rises again 
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By Laura Lundquist, Montana On 
The Ground: State politicians are 
again proposing to allow 
subdivisions to dig hundreds of 
household wells to exploit 
groundwater without regulation, 
in spite of a court ruling to the 
contrary. 

On Tuesday, a legislative 
committee voted to consider a 
potential bill that wouldn’t restrict 
exempt wells in the state unless 
they are connected together, 
such as for a subdivision water 
system. 

Rep. Carl Glimm, R-Kila, proposed 
the bill on Monday after the 
Water Policy Interim Committee 
toured Bozeman-area sites 
related to water-rights issues in 
May. But Gallatin Valley irrigators 
weren’t pleased, said Senior 
Water Rights Coalition 
spokeswoman Christa Lee Evans. 

“Our concern is the concentrated 
use of exempt wells when that’s 
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used as a mechanism to avoid 
the permitting process,” Evans 
said. “Our concern is this is a 
take-it-or-leave-it proposition. 
There’s really not a lot of 
opportunity for compromise.” 

Glimm’s bill is a reiteration of a 
2013 bill – Senate Bill 19 
sponsored by Sen. Bradley 
Hamlett, D-Cascade – which 
Gov. Steve Bullock wouldn’t sign 
without an amendment that 
allowed only one exempt well 
per 40 acres. The amended bill 
didn’t pass the Legislature, partly 
because of opposition from 
agricultural producers. 

It was agricultural producers near 
Horse Creek outside Billings who 
first petitioned the Department of 
Natural Resources and 
Conservation in 2009 and then 
sued to get the department to 
redefine “combined 
appropriation” to stop a 
subdivision from sucking up all 
the groundwater near their farms 
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and ranches. The 70-well 
subdivision caused the ranchers 
to lose 25 to 30 percent of their 
water right, said Trout Unlimited 
spokeswoman Laura Ziemer. 

One exempt well doesn’t draw 
much – 35 gallons per minute 
maximum or 10 acre-feet per 
year, enough to flood a football 
field to a depth of 10 feet. The 
problem is that a 50-acre 
subdivision with one house per 
acre or more could use more 
than 500 acre-feet per year and 
that can strain groundwater 
supplies, depending on the 
location. 

Prior to 1993, combined 
appropriation meant the DNRC 
would consider all the wells in a 
development as one exempt 
well. In other words, as long as all 
the wells didn’t use more than 10 
acre-feet, developers didn’t need 
a water right but otherwise they 
did. 

READ MORE 

http://www.montanaotg.com/blog-native/2016/7/12/bill-favoring-unregulated-exempt-wells-rises-again
http://www.swcdmi.org
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MSU Extension beef cattle specialists to host 
statewide veterinary feed directive meetings 
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Montana State University 
Extension beef cattle specialists 
will host summer meetings across 
Montana to help livestock 
producers understand a new 
ruling by the United States Food 
and Drug Administration 
concerning feed-grade 
antibiotics. 

The veterinary feed directive, or 
VFD, was developed by the 
USFDA and will impact how 
producers feed their livestock. 
The VFD impacts feed-grade 
antibiotics that are medically 
important, which are antibiotics 
used in both human and animal 
medicine. The VFD rule will be 
implemented on Jan. 1, 2017.  

In preparation for the rule, MSU 
Extension Beef Cattle Specialists 
Megan Van Emon and Rachel 
Endecott and Montana 
Veterinary Medical Association 
President-Elect Katie Rein will 
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present a series of meetings 
throughout Montana. The 
meetings will focus on the VFD 
basics, label changes, veterinary-
client-patient-relationships, 
required information on a VFD 
form, impacts on minor species 
and other information. The goal of 
the meetings is to provide 
information that will help 
attendees aid in the ease of 
implementation of the VFD rule. 

Meetings are all from 1-5pm on 
the following dates: 

July 26, Kalispell | Aug. 3, Miles 
City | Aug. 4, Billings | Aug. 9, 
Glasgow | Aug. 10, Havre |  Aug. 
11, Lewistown | Aug. 16, Sidney | 
Aug. 24, Butte | Aug. 25, Missoula 
| Sept. 21, Dillon 

For more information, contact 
Van Emon 
at megan.vanemon@montana.e
du or (406) 874-8286 READ MORE 

Those of us in Montana who are 
familiar with Sage Grouse will be 
interested to note that a Southern 
relative of the bird has been 
removed from the endangered 
species list following a court order 
on July 25. 

From News West 9: In a final 
ruling, The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service has now removed the 
Lesser Prairie Chicken from the 
endangered species list.  

The action follows a court order 
ruling that vacated the species' 
listing under the Endangered 
Species Act.  

While the delisting is a short-term 
victory for landowners, the action 
from the agency does not 
constitute a biological 
determination on whether the 
bird warrants federal protection.  

As a result, the agency 
announced it will undertake a re-
evaluation of the bird's status 
relative to a five-state 
conservation program and 
determine whether ESA listing is 
still necessary. 

Lesser Prairie Chicken 
removed from 
Endangered Species List 

EPA’s Watershed Sleuth activities great for students 

1

The EPA and the National 
Environmental Education 
Association recently teamed up 
to put together a set of online 
activities that teach youth (or 
anyone, really) about watersheds 
and how to solve water quality 
problems. 

The Watershed Sleuth 
Educational Acitivities for Citizen 
Scientists guides participants 
through a series of easy to 
understand lessons and activities 
using EPA’s publicly available 
water data. 
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As each lesson is completed, 
participants earn an online badge 
to celebrate their progress.  

Lessons are items such as trying 
your hand at building a model 
aquifer, or taking an interactive 
quiz to find out where water 
wasters are, among many others. 

This is a great resource for 
teachers and organizations 
looking to get more watershed 
education in the classroom. 

Check it out at 
https://www.neefusa.org/watersh
ed-sleuth. 

mailto:megan.vanemon@montana.edu
mailto:megan.vanemon@montana.edu
http://www.montana.edu/news/16265/msu-extension-beef-cattle-specialists-to-host-statewide-veterinary-feed-directive-meetings
http://www.swcdmi.org
mailto:megan.vanemon@montana.e
https://www.neefusa.org/watersh
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Grants 
FY 2017 Grant Deadlines 

Deadlines for 223, mini-education, 
and district development grants 
from DNRC for FY 2017 are as 
follows: July 29, 2016; October 14, 
2016; January 14, 2017; and April 
26, 2017. Grant Info 

319 Water Quality Mini Grants 

SWCDM is pleased to offer mini-
grants up to $2,000 to help fund 
local education and outreach 
efforts that address nonpoint 
source water quality issues. 
Funding for these mini-grants is 
made available through the 
Montana Department of 
Environmental Quality’s federally 
funded 319 funding program. 
Mini-grants are available on a 
biannual basis (spring and fall) 
and funded projects need to 
occur within a year of being 
awarded. Projects no longer need 
to have a DEQ-accepted 
Watershed Restoration Plan, 
though priority may be given to 
projects in areas with approved 
WRPs. Applications due August 31. 
More Info 

OPPORTUNITIES 

2

Jobs 
Executive Director 

The Friends of the Missouri River 
Breaks needs a new executive 
director. We are looking for an 
enthusiastic, experienced leader 
who is excited by the idea of a 
fast-paced, full-time job leading 
an effective community-based 
organization dedicated to the 
protection of the Missouri Breaks 
National Monument in north-
central Montana. Visit 
missouribreaks.org for more info. 

SGI Field Capacity 
Coordinator 

This position is part of a 
collaborative effort to provide 
science, field, and 
communications capacity 
support for SGI through the 
Strategic Watershed Action 
Team. Closes July 31. More Info 

Events 
Montana Range Tour 

Save the date for the annual 
Montana Range Tour, to be 
hosted this year by Sweet Grass 
County CD in Big Timber, 
September 7 & 8. Details to follow. 

MWCC Symposium 

Save the date for the 2016 
Watershed Symposium, October 
24-26 at the Crown Plaza in
Billings. Topics will include
watershed management
strategies, success stories, and a
variety of technical and
organizational programs.
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Camps 
Montana Youth Range Camp 

Campers will be introduced to 25 
of Montana’s important range 
plants—grasses, forbs, and 
shrubs—and will learn about the 
interaction of soils, water, plants, 
wildlife, and livestock on the 
range. The camp provides an 
excellent opportunity for youth of 
varying backgrounds to become 
more aware of the value and 
potential of Montana’s 
rangeland. This well organized, 
balanced, and educational 
program brings together range 
professionals and interested 
students to learn in the great 
outdoors. Evening programs and 
activities allow campers an 
opportunity to meet new friends 
and develop lasting friendships.  
July 31 to August 4. More Info 

Yellowstone Wildlife Ecology 
Camp 

Ecology Project International is 
accepting Montana, Idaho, and 
Wyoming high school students to 
participate in our summer 
Yellowstone Wildlife Ecology 
Program. This summer’s courses 
will take place July 13-17, July 22-
26, July 25-29, and August 3-7. 
Activities include collecting data 
for a Yellowstone bison study, 
observing wolves with a biologist 
in the Lamar Valley, completing 
a conservation service project, 
and exploration of a Yellowstone 
geothermal basin. More Info 

The Montana Conservationist 
strives to present news & 
information relevant to 
Montana’s Conservation Districts 
and greater conservation 
community. The views and 
opinions expressed here do not 
necessarily represent those of 
MACD or its affiliates. 

Have something you’d like to see in TMC? 
Submissions are due every other Friday at 
5:00 (visit our website for a calendar), and 
should be sent to tmc@macdnet.org. 

http://dnrc.mt.gov/grants-and-loans
http://swcdmi.org/programs/mini-grants/
http://missouribreaks.org/2016/06/10/we-are-hiring-3/
http://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/job-announcement-sage-grouse-initiative-field-capacity-coordinator/
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/camps/montana-youth-range-camp
https://www.ecologyproject.org/programs/local-communities-campuses/yellowstone/programs/summer-wildlife-ecology
http://www.swcdmi.org
mailto:tmc@macdnet.org
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223, Mini Education, and 
District Development 
Grants Deadline 

Montana Youth Range 
Camp, Highwood 
Mountains 

MACD Board Conference 
Call 

Lake County Pasture Walk 

Low Stress Livestock 
Handling Workshop, 
Glasgow 

Intermediate Wetland 
Plant ID Workshop, MSU 

Pointdexter Slough 
Fundraiser, Dillon 

MACD Executive 
Committee Call 

Glacier County Crop Tour 

Coming Up: 

Have an event to share? 
Visit macdnet.org/calendar to 

add your event to our list! 

26 

20-21

11 

25 

Supervisor / Admin of the Year Nominations 

Nomination forms are now available for 2016 Supervisor & 
Administrator/Employee of the year. 

This is a great chance to recognize someone from the Conservation 
District world who has gone above and beyond in execution of their 
duties, whether by assisting others or by generally producing excellent 
and innovative projects. 

Winners will be recognized at the Banquet at the State Convention, 
November 15-17 in Sidney. 

Forms can be downloaded from the MACDEO website at 
employees.macdnet.org/supervisor-admin-of-the-year-nomination/. 
Please mail forms by August 15, 2016 to: 

Department of Natural Resources 
ATTN: Laurie Zeller 
1625 Eleventh Avenue, PO Box 201601 
Helena MT 59620-1601 

Have something you’d like to see in TMC? Submissions are due every 
other Friday at 5:00 (visit our website for a calendar), and should be sent 
to tmc@macdnet.org. 

July 

23 

29 

31-4

13

14 

August 

mailto:tmc@macdnet.org
http://www.swcdmi.org



