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Rangeland Technicians settling in 

Since starting their positions in April 2016, Emily Standley and Cheryl  
Schuldt, technicians for the Montana Rangelands Partnership, have 
helped 15 landowners in establishing new monitoring programs in six 
counties. An additional 10 landowners were assisted with existing 
monitoring.  

The mission of the Montana Rangelands Partnership is to further the 
health and sustainability of Montana’s rangeland ecosystems. To help 
fulfill this mission, the Partnership employs two range technicians, Emily 
Standley based in Lewistown and Cheryl Schuldt based in Miles City.  

Emily’s and Cheryl’s jobs are to assist landowners (at no-cost) in 
developing rangeland monitoring and certified grazing management 
plans, and help them identify appropriate voluntary conservation 
programs that will help them sustain and enhance their rangeland 
management efforts.  

In addition to assisting landowners, the technicians also developed and 
presented four monitoring workshops in conjunction with NRCS, MSU 
Extension, and local conservation districts that were attended by over 
70 participants. More workshops are being planned for this coming 
winter and spring.  

In between field work and workshops, Emily and Cheryl have been 
attending numerous meetings, events, and range trainings. Say hello if 
you see either of them, and ask about the work they are doing and 
how it might be a good fit for your place. To learn more about the 
Montana Rangelands Partnership, please contact Stacey Barta, 
Program Coordinator, at sbarta@mt.gov or 406-444-6619.  

mailto:sbarta@mt.gov
http://www.swcdmi.org
mailto:sbarta@mt.gov
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From the Missoulian Sept. 6: 
HELENA - The hillside and stream 
channel covered with waste rock 
from the Lilly/Orphan Boy Mine 
may look today like a bomb went 
off, said Autumn Coleman, 
Abandoned Mine Lands Program 
manager for the Montana 
Department of Environmental 
Quality. But once removed, it will 
give Trout Unlimited an 
unpolluted blank slate to restore 
this mountain stream. 

“So Telegraph Creek is in that 
pipe now,” she said, pointing out 
the black pipe running above a 
sludge of contaminated mud 
where miners dumped waste into 
the creek. “We speculate they 
built a dam across the floodplain, 
then Telegraph backed up and 
blew it out. The whole floodplain 
is contaminated with heavy 
metals from the mine.” 

The Little Blackfoot drainage is 
dotted with more than 200 
abandoned hardrock mines and 
about 100 sources of acid mine 
drainage, she said. In 2008, DEQ 
investigated the shuttered silver 
and lead Lilly/Orphan Boy 
located 10.5 miles south of 
Elliston, with the goal of treating 
or stopping acid-producing 
discharge and removing heavy 
metal contamination. 

Piles of waste rock including one 
pile split by Telegraph Creek were 
identified as pollution sources, 
along with a collapsed adit 
turned orange from acid mine 
drainage. 

The efforts to neutralize the acid 

Northeast Montana 
digs its dinosaurs, dam 

DEQ partners with Trout Unlimited to reclaim 
Elliston area mine 
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discharge, including introducing 
tons of manure into the mine as 
one remediation technique, were 
unsuccessful. 

In 2012, the AML program 
stopped funding hardrock 
projects to focus on abandoned 
coal mines, Coleman said, 
essentially shelving the work done 
up to that point. 

In 2015 Trout Unlimited secured 
state funding to develop a metals 
reclamation plan for the Little 
Blackfoot and requested the 
state’s documents and data. The 
nonprofit then approached DEQ 
about reviving the project and 
has since secured additional 
grants towards its completion. 

DEQ was able to tap funding from 
its “orphan share” account, 
funded through taxes on natural 
resource development such as oil 
and gas and hardrock mining. 

The partnership is the first 
between a private organization 
and the AML program, Coleman 
said. 

“We focus on mine reclamation; 
Trout Unlimited is focused on 
restoration,” she said. 

The project design calls for the 
ongoing removal of 7,500 cubic 
yards of waste rock to be trucked 
a few miles to the Luttrell 
Repository on the Continental 
Divide. Trout Unlimited will follow 
this September to redesign the 
stream channel and restore it to a 
more natural state. 

 READ MORE 

FORT PECK — A life-size model of 
Peck’s Rex, a Tyrannosaurus Rex 
discovered 20 miles southeast of 
here that’s all teeth and tail, 
dominates the main lobby at the 
Fort Peck Interpretive Center. 

One day earlier this month, a U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
employee was dusting it. She 
needed a duster the size of a 
broom. 

Just up the road, the power 
houses of the massive Fort Peck 
Dam, looking like skyscrapers on 
the prairie, dominated the 
skyline. Inside one, wrenches the 
size of baseball bats hung on the 
wall. 

Dinosaurs and the dam share 
center stage at the museum, 
where everything seems larger 
than life and not just the towering 
T. rex with its banana-sized teeth 
or the 3.9-mile-long dam. The 
state, U.S. and natural history 
that’s highlighted at the museum 
are just as large. 

“We try to showcase 
northeastern Montana,” said 
Michele Fromdahl of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, the 
director of the interpretive center 
for 13 years who also is lake 
manager at Fort Peck. 

The dino-dam combination has 
turned out to be a bigger tourism 
draw than expected. 

When it opened, visitation was 
expected to be 12,000 to 15,000 
annually. It has turned out to be 
30,000 a year. 

READ MORE 

http://missoulian.com/news/state-and-regional/deq-trout-unlimited-partner-to-reclaim-elliston-area-mine/article_816c6dcf-1889-52ab-8d23-449341968c61.html
http://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/news/local/2016/09/07/northeastern-montana-digs-dinosaurs-dam/89946194/
http://www.swcdmi.org
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From USDA, Sept. 1: In response to 
customer and partner input, 
USDA’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service announced 
today a significant update to the 
Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP), the nation’s 
largest conservation program by 
acreage. Beginning with the new 
enrollment period planned later 
this year, the updated CSP will 
leverage redesigned planning 
and evaluation tools and an 
expanded array of new 
enhancements to provide 
conservation-minded producers 
with more options to improve 
conditions on working lands. 

“After hearing from farmers, 
ranchers, and partners who 
wanted to see improvements to 
the Conservation Stewardship 
Program, we’re launching this 
update to make a successful 
program work even better,” said 
NRCS Chief Jason Weller. “We’ve 
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redesigned the program to 
provide for greater local 
involvement, offer more 
opportunities for conservation 
and innovation on working lands, 
and make the connection 
between actions and outcomes 
more accessible to producers. 
Together, we can help those that 
grow our food and fiber take 
conservation efforts on working 
lands to the next level.” 

Updates to the program will help 
make CSP more accessible and 
transparent by helping producers 
better evaluate their 
conservation options and the 
impact to their operations. NRCS 
has developed new CSP tools 
that function similarly to other 
standard NRCS tools, which will 
better integrate CSP into the 
suite of NRCS conservation 
programs.  With these new tools, 
producers will be able to see up 
front why they are or are not 

FWP to test Missouri, 
Smith for parasite 
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From the Great Falls Tribune Sept. 
6: Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks plans to collect samples 
from 40 mountain whitefish and 
rainbow trout in the Missouri and 
Smith rivers in northcentral 
Montana and test them for the 
presence of the type of parasite 
that killed thousands of fish in the 
Yellowstone River. 

Grant Grisak, fisheries manager 
for FWP Region 4 in Great Falls, 
said no evidence has suggested 
the parasite is present in fish in 
those rivers. Collecting the 
samples is a precaution in light of 
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the fish that died in the 
Yellowstone River, he said. 

“It’s just kind of a proactive 
measure to see if there’s any 
evidence of it here or not,” he 
said. 

Beginning this week, FWP plans to 
collect 10 whitefish and 10 
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meeting stewardship thresholds, 
allowing them to pick practices 
and enhancements that work for 
their conservation objectives.  The 
new tools also allow producers to 
see potential payment scenarios 
for conservation early in the 
process, allowing them to better 
evaluate their conservation 
options. NRCS has addressed 
producer and stakeholder input 
requesting greater flexibility to 
address local resource concerns. 
Now, NRCS will more effectively 
utilize input from farmers, ranchers 
and partners in State Technical 
Committees and local 
workgroups to inform and 
expand conservation strategies 
under the program. Producers will 
be better prepared to apply 
because they will know these 
local ranking priorities and 
targeted resource concerns in 
advance.  

READ MORE 
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rainbow trout in each of the 
rivers, for a total of 40 fish, which 
is a basic screening level. 

Typically, a minimum sample 
would be higher, but a basic 
screening level is being collected 
in this instance because “we just 
don’t have any evidence there’s 
any problems in Region 4,” Grisak 
said. READ MORE 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1288622
http://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/news/local/2016/09/06/fish-missouri-smith-rivers-tested-parasite/89935882/
http://www.swcdmi.org
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From The Monthly Weed Post; 
Written Erin Fairbank, Executive 
Director of the Rocky Mountain 
Front Weed Roundtable 

Introduction 

In September 2012 the Rocky 
Mountain Front Weed 
Roundtable (Roundtable) was 
awarded a $220,000 
Conservation Innovation Grant 
(CIG) from the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, entitled 
“Implementation of a Cost-
Effective, Broad-scale, Integrated 
Weed Management Model.”  

The Roundtable applied results 
from a 2011 study conducted by 
The Nature Conservancy that 
modeled weed spread across the 
Rocky Mountain Front over time 
(Frid et al. 2011). The study 
predicted weed spread and 
calculated the best 
management practices and most 
cost-effective methods to limit 
overall weed spread.  

The strategy is as follows: 
Emphasize prevention; control 
smaller isolated infestations; 
eradicate new outbreaks by 
appropriate aggressive 
treatment; and contain large 
established patches through a 
combination of perimeter 
spraying and an interior release 
of biological control agents.  

Beginning in 2013, Roundtable 
partners worked with EQIP-eligible 
private landowners in four 
drainages – Dearborn River, Deep 
Creek, Muddy Creek and Birch 
Creek - to implement these 
methods. The weeds addressed 
in the grant are spotted 
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knapweed, leafy spurge, sulfur 
cinquefoil, hoary alyssum and 
perennial pepperweed.  

Commercial applicators were 
hired to treat participant 
properties. The grant paid for 75% 
of contracted work and the 
landowners paid a cost-share of 
25%.  

Time spent on the project by 
Roundtable partners served as in-
kind match as did any 
Roundtable Community Project, 
such as drainage-based spray 
days and weed pulls. The 
Roundtable also developed 
noxious weed maps, personalized 
weed management plans for 
each landowner, and overall 
drainage-wide weed 
management plans. 

Management Implications 

The Roundtable’s CIG project 
differed from traditional weed 
management approaches by 
focusing on strategies that 
prevent expansion of weed 
infestations in order to maintain 
agricultural economic values.  

3

The project employed integrated 
weed management to focus on 
the priority actions necessary to 
achieve broad-scale success 
across watersheds, with positive 
economic return, and provided a 
framework for long-term 
sustainability.  

The modeled results indicated a 
treatment regimen different from 
what has been common 
practice: rather than chemically 
treating all patches equally, 
regardless of size and age and 
density, the study showed 
greatest success by containing 
large established patches 
(through a combination of 
perimeter spraying and an interior 
release of biological control 
agents), controlling smaller 
isolated infestations, and 
eradicating new outbreaks by 
appropriate aggressive 
treatment. It also targeted 
vectors, again suggesting 
aggressive treatment of roads 
and ditches, and containment of 
weeds within the riparian corridor 
alongside aggressive treatment 
at the upland interface. 

Read more about the Rocky 
Mountain Front Roundtable 

https://www.conservationgateway.org/ConservationByGeography/NorthAmerica/UnitedStates/Documents/montanaweedmodel2011.pdf
http://www.rmfweedroundtable.org/
http://www.rmfweedroundtable.org/
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Grants 
223, etc. Grant Deadlines 

Deadlines for 223, mini-education, 
and district development grants 
from DNRC for FY 2017 are as 
follows: July 29, 2016; October 14, 
2016; January 14, 2017; and April 
26, 2017. Grant Info 

Forests in Focus Round 3 

The Montana DNRC is soliciting 
proposals for grants totaling  
$1,500,000.00 for forest restoration 
and forest fuels reduction projects 
on non-industrial private, state, 
and/or tribal lands in Montana. 
Due September 30. More Info 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 

2

Jobs 
Water Resources Engineer 

RESPEC, a nationally recognized 
engineering consulting company, 
has an immediate opening in our 
Bozeman, Montana, location for 
a civil engineer specializing in 
water resources. This position 
involves hydraulic analysis and 
modeling as well as progressive 
planning and designing of water-
resource projects. Interdisciplinary 
work with environmental science 
staff is also anticipated. Closes 
9/30. More Info 

Project Manager 

MARS is looking for a Project 
Manager that believes strongly in 
and shares our vision to raise the 
bar to protect and conserve 
Montana’s precious stream, river 
and wetland resources. The 
position of Project Manager has 
the primary responsibility for 
managing and executing existing 
stream and wetland mitigation 
projects and developing new 
projects, through networking with 
private landowners, agencies, 
NGOs, and land trusts. Closes 
9/12. More Info 

Events 

MWCC Symposium 

Save the date for the 2016 
Watershed Symposium, October 
24-26 at the Crown Plaza in 
Billings. Topics will include 
watershed management 
strategies, success stories, and a 
variety of technical and 
organizational programs. 

Have something you’d like to see in TMC? 
Submissions are due every other Friday at 
5:00 (visit our website for a calendar), and 
should be sent to tmc@macdnet.org. 

MACD Area 
Meetings 

9/20 Area 3 Fergus 

Area 3 Meeting Registration 

Area 3 Meeting Agenda 

9/21 Area 1 Petroleum 

Area 1 Meeting Registration 

Area 1 Meeting Agenda 

9/22 Area 2 Wibaux 

Area 2 Meeting Registration 

Area 2 Meeting Agenda 

9/23 Area 4 Rosebud 

Area 4 Meeting Registration 

Area 4 Meeting Agenda 

9/27 Area 5 Mineral 

Area 5 Meeting Registration 

9/28 Area 6 Madison 

Area 6 Meeting Registration 

Online Registration –

 https://goo.gl/oNavGP 

Area 6 Meeting Agenda 
 

2016 Proposed 
Resolutions 

Thank you, Buzz! 
 

After ten years serving as 
the "Irrigation" stakeholder 
representative to the 
Committee, Buzz Mattelin 
retired his position on the 
Committee. While he was 
not the "Conservation 
Districts" stakeholder 
representative, he did 
speak to CD issues and 
represented Montana issues 
very well. 
 
Thanks for your service, Buzz! 

http://dnrc.mt.gov/grants-and-loans
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/forestry/forestry-assistance/forest-in-focus
http://www.respec.com/waterresourcesengineer.html
http://develop.montanaaquaticresources.org/beta/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Project-Manager_20160817.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-3-Meeting-Registration.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-3-Meeting-Agenda.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-1-Meeting-Registration.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-1-Meeting-Agenda.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-2-Meeting-Registration.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-2-Meeting-Agenda.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-4-Meeting-Registration.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-4-Meeting-Agenda.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-5-Meeting-Registration.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-6-Meeting-Registration.pdf
https://goo.gl/oNavGP
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-6-Meeting-Agenda.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/2016-Proposed-Resolutions-MACD.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/2016-Proposed-Resolutions-MACD.pdf
http://www.swcdmi.org
mailto:tmc@macdnet.org
https://goo.gl/oNavGP
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Montana Range Tour, Big 
Timber 

 

MACD Board Conference 
Call 

 

Area 3 Meeting, 
Lewistown 

 

Area 1 Meeting, Winnett 

 

Area 2 Meeting, Wibaux 

 

Area 4 Meeting, Forsyth 

Stress Free Cattle 
Workshop, Great Falls 

 

Area 5 Meeting, Superior 

 

Area 6 Meeting, Ennis 

 

MISAC Listening Session, 
Miles City 

 

Granite Headwaters 
Watershed Tour 

Coming Up: 

Have an event to share? 
Visit macdnet.org/calendar to 

add your event to our list! 

21 

20 

September 

22 

12 

7-8 

23 

27

28 

29 

30 

http://www.swcdmi.org

