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Lake County CD hosts Pivotal Pasturing tour 

1

By: Heidi Fleury, Lake County Conservation District and Ben 
Montgomery, NRCS Ronan  

On September 8th, 2016 approximately 90 people travelled from across 
Western Montana to La Cense Ranch in Dillon, Montana to take part in 
a ‘Pivotal Pasturing Tour’.  The tour, a cooperative effort between La 
Cense Ranch, the Lake County Conservation District and the NRCS 
offices in Ronan and Dillon was organized to showcase the simple, 
common sense grazing practices that La Cense Ranch has been 
implementing for over a decade.  

Race King, Ranch Manager at La Cense, provided his guidance and 
insight during the tour while head cattle hand, Miguel Navarrete, 
showed us the process of moving portable fence, posts, and stock 
water tanks with a side-by-side.  

For La Cense, the key to making their ranch profitable is flexibility. A 
number of years ago, after crunching the numbers, they determined 
that haying wasn’t making them money. So, they sold off their haying 
equipment and began to invest in more permanent cattle production 
infrastructure that now includes about 3500-acres of irrigated pasture.  

On an annual basis, La Cense Ranch grazes these pastures with up to 
8,000 stocker cattle. Their grazing management plan utilizes numerous 
groups numbering from 500 to 800 individuals, depending on weight. 
Groups are then rotated under irrigation pivots using high stock density, 
short duration grazing practices.  Continued on Page 2… 

Photo by Kori Anderson, MT Stockgrowers 

http://www.swcdmi.org
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From the Missoulian: On a warm 
September afternoon, five men 
drove across an open field just 
west of Kalispell in a train of farm 
vehicles. Les Keller, the semi-
retired owner of Centennial Farm, 
led the group from the 
community garden, where 
they’d picked zucchini and 
green tomatoes, to a barn, 
where they fed the horses and 
cows leftovers from the 30 cobs 
of corn they had eaten for lunch. 
From there, they drove into the 
woods and loaded some 20 stray 
logs onto one truck. It was a 
productive afternoon, in more 
than a few ways. 

The farmhands in the convoy — 
Tim Harris, Ryan Trout, Arthur 
Madeira, and Andrew Williams — 
are four of 65 men, women, and 
children who work at 12 farms in 
Northwest Montana through 
placements with Flathead Care 
Farming, a program offered by 
the Kalispell-based statewide 
homecare provider A Plus 
Healthcare. The therapeutic day 
farming program, now three-and-
a-half years old, provides an 
empowering and evidence-
based form of healthcare for folks 
with developmental or physical 
disabilities. 

“It’s not about free labor for 
farmers,” said A Plus Healthcare 
chief operations officer Maarten 

Pivotal Pasturing tour 

Farming fresh, homegrown healthcare 
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Fischer. “It’s to have meaning and 
purpose, to be physically and 
socially active.” 
Fischer, a Dutch transplant who 
helped build a now $5 million 
visitor-oriented and therapeutic 
farming industry in the 
Netherlands, founded Flathead 
Care Farming in March 2013, and 
the program has since gained 
international recognition. Last 
week, it earned a 2016 Exemplary 
Program award from the 
Montana Community Services 
Bureau and the Department of 
Public Health and Human 
Services’ Medicaid Home and 
Community Based Services 
program. 

It is also the subject of a recent 
documentary,The Country Side of 
Care, produced by Dutch 
filmmaker Sanne Hijlkema. After 
learning that care farming is still 
an “intriguing new development 
in Northwest Montana,” Hijlkema 
“decided to spend some time 
with these pioneers,” including 
Fischer and Keller, to learn about 
the burgeoning movement in the 
western United States. The 
independent film premiered at 
Flathead Valley Community 
College in August, and will 
appear at the Delaware Docs 
Without Borders Film Festival in 
October. 

READ MORE 
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Continued from Page 1… 

The management decisions that 
La Cense employs have paid 
off.  Zero herbicide applications 
are necessary on their pastures 
because weeds are not 
present.  Their grass production is 
high and their pasture quality is 
exceptional.  Race says the ranch 
can yield between 700 and 800 
pounds of animal gain per acre, 
per year.  Doing the math at 
$1.50 per pound of gain equals 
$1,200 per acre from pasture 
production!  Try beating that with 
hay!  

La Cense Ranch (link) prides itself 
on prudent business decisions that 
also employ the best 
management practices possible 
while producing healthy and 
nutritious beef. They have taken 
their grazing and pasture 
management to the next level by 
developing low-cost, simple 
infrastructure to facilitate grazing. 

The easy movement of the 
portable stock water system and 
the pivot running over the flexible 
fences were just some of the 
many impressive things we 
viewed first hand on the tour. 
Most impressive was the rotating 
of several groups of livestock 
while the crowd watched.  After 
moving one group (setting and 
removing the temporary fence) 
Miguel returned to the crowd, the 
total time elapsed, six minutes. Six 
minutes to rotate 600 cattle! And 
he said he was taking his time so 
we could see what he was doing.  

Read More (including photos!)

http://flatheadbeacon.com/2016/09/20/farming-fresh-homegrown-healthcare/
http://www.lacensemontana.com/
http://swcdmi.org/2016/09/15/lake-county-cd-hosts-tour-of-la-cense-ranch/
http://www.swcdmi.org
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U.S. leads World in hops production 
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From the Denver Post: The crack 
and the hiss of a freshly opened 
Colorado craft beer sounds 
almost indigenous. 

With more than 300 craft 
breweries, and counting, plus an 
estimated 166 percent increase in 
total acres planted in hops from 
2014 to 2016, Colorado joins the 
nation in a dramatic growth spurt 
that, among other things, has 
dethroned Germany as the top 
hop producer in the world for the 
first time in decades, according to 
the Hop Growers of America. In 
2016, there were 53,213 acres of 
hops growing in the U.S., 
compared with 45,503 acres in 
Germany. 

In Colorado, growers including 
Lance Williamson had about 200 
acres of hops planted this year, 
and craft brewers assure farmers 
that demand is far from going flat. 
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Williamson affectionately refers 
to the Colorado Hop Yard in 
Delta as his accidental hop farm. 

When he and his wife bought the 
Delta farm in 2000, Williamson 
started out growing raspberries, 
but took a leap with hops in 
2010. 

“If you had asked me in 2008 if I 
was going to have 16 acres of 
hops in a few years, I would have 
said, ‘No, I don’t believe that’s 
true,’ ” Williamson said. 

Something — what, exactly, he’s 
not sure — compelled him to 
research the up-and-coming 
crop before it took off in 
Colorado. Williamson, who 
spends the offseason in Denver, 
claims to be among the first to 
start commercial hop farming in 
the state. 

Forest stakeholders round up Montana ideas 
at workshop 

1

From the Helena IR:  It used to be 
that getting Montana’s lumber 
mill owners, environmentalists and 
government officials together in a 
room to fix forest management 
was the big problem. 

Now, the challenge is getting 
anyone outside that room to pay 
attention to the solutions this 
group of former enemies 
developed in it. 

“A decade ago, we probably 
would have asked for law 
enforcement,” Gov. Steve Bullock 
told the audience at the Western 
Governors' National Forest and 
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The two-day workshop brought 
together about 50 forest 
management stakeholders intent 
on using past Montana 
accomplishments to guide 
national forest policy. Bullock 
made it the centerpiece of his 
one-year chairmanship of the 
Western Governors' Association, 
which convened the meeting. 

Tidwell said his goal was to focus 
on large-scale outcomes of forest 
resilience and ecosystem health 
rather than specific outcomes. 

“That’s what we’re really after -- 
that’s what produces the 
economic activity that sustains 
communities,” Tidwell said. “And it 
helps eliminate the conflict we’re 
still seeing.” READ MORE 
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While Colorado’s hop 
acreage pales in comparison 
with states in the Pacific 
Northwest, like Washington, which 
is home to more than 
an estimated 37,000 hop acres, it 
still contributes to the U.S.’s 
clamber to the top of the global 
hop heap. 

Even with the steady growth in 
total acres planted statewide, 
experts say the Colorado hop 
market won’t be over-saturated 
any time soon. 

“For Colorado, there’s way more 
demand than there is than 
supply, without question,” said Bill 
Bauerle, horticulture professor 
and plant physiologist at 

Colorado State University. 
READ MORE 
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Rangeland Management 
Initiative workshop in Missoula. 
Instead, Bullock said the room 
was working on ideas to get logs 
on trucks, reduce wildfire danger 
and protect places that need to 
be left alone. 

And the U.S. Forest Service stands 
waiting to act on those ideas, 
agency Chief Tom Tidwell 
added. 

“Our challenge is we have to 
accelerate,” Tidwell said. “We 
need to stop the erosion of our 
abilities to work with partners and 
states.” 

http://lizerbramlaw.com/2014/09/30/budweiser-tries-register-sound-can-opening-trademark/
http://lizerbramlaw.com/2014/09/30/budweiser-tries-register-sound-can-opening-trademark/
http://www.usahops.org/
http://helenair.com/news/natural-resources/forest-stakeholders-round-up-montana-ideas-at-workshop/article_8ae90681-0aea-5db7-b245-34e2aeacfabb.html
http://www.denverpost.com/2016/09/11/colorado-farmers-top-hops-production/
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Sweet Grass Conservation District 
hosted the 2016 Montana Range 
Tour Sept 7-8, which featured 
land management discussions, 
conservation project tours, and 
pasture walks around the Big 
Timber area. Several stops also 
highlighted the 10-year effects of 
the 2006 Derby Fire, which burned 
over 206,000 acres and destroyed 
26 homes, causing millions of 
dollars in damage.  

On the first day of the tour, 88 
people loaded onto buses to look 
at an irrigation diversion structure 
in the Boulder River. Dan Rostad, 
Coordinator for the Boulder River 
Watershed, led the presentation 
along with landowner Bill Haney. 

The group also stopped at a fish 
passage structure that was a 
collaborative effort to help brown 
trout fry survive the winter and 
return to the river. The project can 
be viewed on Youtube. 

After lunch began a panel 
discussion on elk, moderated by 
Dr. Jeff Mosley, Extension Range 
Management Specialist for MSU. 
The panel consisted of 4 local 
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ranchers; Barb Beck, FWP Region 
5 Supervisor; Eric Liska, State 
Veterinarian; and Alan Redfield, 
Legislative Representative from 
the area. The discussion was 
centered on elk populations that 
are over target, possible solutions, 
frustrations and political 
challenges to managing the elk.  

Other Day 1 stops included the 
Lion Head Ranch where Sweet 
Grass Conservation District 
Forester Dick Rath spoke about 
cooperative fuels reduction and 
forest health project with BLM 
and Stillwater Mine Company. 
The trip up the Boulder Valley also 
allowed a chance for everyone 
to stretch their legs and see the 
Natural Bridge falls.  

Day 2 was a chance to look at 
the Derby Fire burn in the Bridger 
creek drainage. Matt Ricketts, 
NRCS State Forester, spoke of fire 
ecology and fire regimes in the 
area. This stop also was a chance 
to hear of the impacts from the 
fire on the Terland Family Ranch. 
Barb Terland gave a talk to the 
group on what life is like for the 
family before, during, and after 
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the fire. Prior to the fire the Ranch 
had downsized cattle herd due 
to drought; ten years later Barb 
estimated the carrying capacity 
on the ranch has more than 
doubled and is close to tripled. 
Springs came to life, and grass 
began to grow. Sweet Grass 
County Commissioner Susie 
Mossness spoke of the massive 
flooding and damage that 
occurred in 2011 and the FEMA 
process to rebuild bridges and 
roads. 

The next stop was along the 
mighty Yellowstone River to look 
at another couple of 
collaborative projects and to 
hear again from Dan Rostad, and 
a project engineer from Pioneer 
Technical Services. Rachel Frost 
and Dick Iverson also spoke 
about the Ranching for Rivers 
program along the Missouri River.  

The tour concluded with a visit to 
the Indreland Ranch.  This was a 
great way to end the tour. The 
Indrelands are working hard on 
improving soil biology.  We got to 
see their daughter Kate, do a 
Brixx test for plant sugars, jump 
into a soil pit and tour attendees 
were given a quick pasture walk. 

The Montana Range Tour is an 
annual event sponsored in part 
by a Montana DNRC 223 grant, 
and the Rangeland Resources 
Executive Committee. The tour 
gives the hosting conservation 
district a chance to highlight 
local conservation projects and 
provides an opportunity for 
interaction and discussion of 
issues. 

Photos from the tour are on our 
website, swcdmi.org, and The Big 
Timber Pioneer had a great write-
up on the Terland stop, which you 
can read here. 

Sweet Grass CD hosts 2016 Range Tour 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3OnQp4x0t4
http://swcdmi.org/2016/09/20/sweetgrass-cd-hosts-annual-montana-range-tour/
http://bigtimberpioneer.net/content/rising-ashes
http://bigtimberpioneer.net/content/rising-ashes
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Grants 
223, etc. Grant Deadlines 

Deadlines for 223, mini-education, 
and district development grants 
from DNRC for FY 2017 are as 
follows: July 29, 2016; October 14, 
2016; January 14, 2017; and April 
26, 2017. Grant Info 

Forests in Focus Round 3 

The Montana DNRC is soliciting 
proposals for grants totaling  
$1,500,000.00 for forest restoration 
and forest fuels reduction projects 
on non-industrial private, state, 
and/or tribal lands in Montana. 
Due September 30. More Info 

Noxious Weed Trust Fund 
Grants 

Noxious Weed Trust Fund (NWTF) 
grants provide assistance to 
counties, individuals, local 
communities, researchers, and 
educators in their efforts to solve 
noxious weed problems in 
Montana. Applicants may request 
up to $75,000. Due December 1. 
More Info 

Western SARE Grants for 
Farmer/Rancher Research 

The Administrative Council of the 
Western Sustainable Agriculture 
Research and Education (SARE) 
program announces the Call for 
Proposals for Farmer/Rancher 
Research & Education Grants for 
2017. With this grant, a producer, 
working with a technical advisor, 
develops a proposal to conduct 
both research and education on 
their farm/ranch on a sustainable 
agricultural topic. Due December 
7. More Info 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 
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Jobs 
Water Resources Engineer 

RESPEC, has an immediate 
opening for a civil engineer 
specializing in water resources. 
This position involves hydraulic 
analysis and modeling as well as 
progressive planning and 
designing of water-resource 
projects. Interdisciplinary work 
with environmental science staff is 
also anticipated. Closes 9/30. 
More Info 

Yellowstone Program Assistant 

Ecology Project International’s 
Yellowstone program is looking for 
a hard-working, energetic, and 
detailed oriented individual to 
join a team that is engaging 
youth in the Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem and Bitterroot Valley. 
More Info: 
www.ecologyproject.org/about/jobs 

Events 

MWCC Symposium 

Save the date for the 2016 
Watershed Symposium, October 
24-26 at the Crown Plaza in 
Billings. Topics will include 
watershed management 
strategies, success stories, and a 
variety of technical and 
organizational programs. 

Soil Health & What it Means to 
You Workshop / Ag Expo 

Rosebud & Treasure County CDs 
are hosting their second annual 
Soil Health & What it means to 
You Workshop & Ag Exposition on 
November 30th & December 1st, 
2016 in Forsyth. Speakers include 
Jay Fuhrer, Brendon Rockey, 
Gregg Simonds, & more. 
www.rosebudcd.com for info. 

Have something you’d like to see in TMC? 
Submissions are due every other Friday at 
5:00 (visit our website for a calendar), and 
should be sent to tmc@macdnet.org. 

MACD Area 
Meetings 

9/20 Area 3 Fergus 

Area 3 Meeting Registration 

Area 3 Meeting Agenda 

9/21 Area 1 Petroleum 

Area 1 Meeting Registration 

Area 1 Meeting Agenda 

9/22 Area 2 Wibaux 

Area 2 Meeting Registration 

Area 2 Meeting Agenda 

9/23 Area 4 Rosebud 

Area 4 Meeting Registration 

Area 4 Meeting Agenda 

9/27 Area 5 Mineral 

Area 5 Meeting Registration 

9/28 Area 6 Madison 

Area 6 Meeting Registration 

Online Registration –

 https://goo.gl/oNavGP 

Area 6 Meeting Agenda 
 

2016 Proposed 
Resolutions 

http://dnrc.mt.gov/grants-and-loans
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/forestry/forestry-assistance/forest-in-focus
http://agr.mt.gov/agr/Programs/Weeds/TrustFund/New_Applications.html
https://wsaregrants.usu.edu/grants/docs/CFP_PG.pdf
http://www.respec.com/waterresourcesengineer.html
http://www.ecologyproject.org/about/jobs
http://www.rosebudcd.com
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-3-Meeting-Registration.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-3-Meeting-Agenda.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-1-Meeting-Registration.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-1-Meeting-Agenda.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-2-Meeting-Registration.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-2-Meeting-Agenda.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-4-Meeting-Registration.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-4-Meeting-Agenda.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-5-Meeting-Registration.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-6-Meeting-Registration.pdf
https://goo.gl/oNavGP
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Area-6-Meeting-Agenda.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/2016-Proposed-Resolutions-MACD.pdf
http://macdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/2016-Proposed-Resolutions-MACD.pdf
https://goo.gl/oNavGP
http://www.swcdmi.org
http://www.ecologyproject.org/about/jobs
http://www.rosebudcd.com
mailto:tmc@macdnet.org
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Area 4 Meeting, Forsyth 

Stress Free Cattle 
Workshop, Great Falls 

 

Area 5 Meeting, Superior 

 

Area 6 Meeting, Ennis 

 

MISAC Listening Session, 
Miles City 

 

Granite Headwaters 
Watershed Tour 

 

 

Greater Gallatin 
Watershed Committee Fall 
Tour, Bozeman 

 

MISAC Listening Session, 
Great Falls 

 

MISAC Listening Session, 
Pablo 

CMR Working Group 
Meeting, Jordan 

 

MSGOT Meeting 

Coming Up: 

Have an event to share? 
Visit macdnet.org/calendar to 

add your event to our list! 

7 

6 

September 

4 

1 

23 

27

28 

29 

30 

Click here to register for our Soil Health Workshops! 
 

Editor’s Note: In our last issue, we failed to mention the committee that 
Buzz Matelin served on. It was the Missouri River Recovery 
Implementation Committee. 

October 

http://swcdmi.org/programs/soil-health-workshops/
http://www.swcdmi.org

