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Preparing for 2017: Let’s talk lawmaking 
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As fall turns into winter, it is time for us to start preparing for the 2017 
Legislative session (yes, even before we’ve elected the people who will 
participate in said session!). With that in mind, we thought it would be 
good to refresh ourselves on the process. 

From the Montana Legislative website, here’s how an idea becomes a 
law: 

Once a legislator has an idea for a bill, he or she asks the legislative 
staff to draft it. The bill drafter makes sure the bill is written in the proper 
legal form. The drafter also works with the legislator to make sure the bill 
will accomplish what the legislator intends. 

Once the bill is drafted, one or more legislators may sign the bill as 
sponsors. The main sponsor is responsible for seeing that the bill makes 
its way through the legislative process. 

Legislators must introduce their bills by filing them either with the chief 
clerk of the House or the secretary of the Senate. Senators must 
introduce their bills in the Senate. Representatives must introduce their 
bills in the House. Only House members may sponsor bills that 
appropriate money. 

The secretary or clerk assigns a number to each bill. The number 
reflects where the bill originates. For example, a Senate bill might be 
called SB 1 and a House bill HB 1. This is how the bill is identified 
throughout the legislative process, even after it’s transmitted to the 
second chamber. 

The legislative process is cumbersome and complex. But the nation’s 
founders intended it to be that way. They wanted every bill to get 
careful scrutiny. They wanted anyone affected by a bill to have a 
voice in the debate. 

The system of government they designed helps to ensure that only the 
best ideas survive and become law. Continued on page 4… 
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New endangered species listing rules: A better path to conservation? 
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From Christian Science Monitor: 
On Monday, the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service changed the 
process for listing endangered 
species. 

Starting next month, 
conservationists will only be able 
to petition for one species at a 
time when seeking federal 
protections under the US 
Endangered Species Act. 
Previously, it was possible to file a 
single petition on behalf of 
several species. 

Despite some push back from 
environmental groups, FWS 
officials say the rule 
could streamline the listing 
process in a way that benefits 
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threatened species. 
Environmentalists say it may do 
the opposite. But Western 
ranchers see it as a step in the 
right direction. Is this a credible 
path to progress between 
businesses using public land and 
conservationists? 

Under the new changes, 
petitioners will also be required to 
communicate with state 
agencies before submitting a 
request to FWS. At least 30 days 
before filing, applicants must 
notify every wildlife agency 
where petitioned species occur 
naturally. 

According to federal officials, 
that delay will give states time to 
provide relevant information on 

Time running out to keep Liver Wasting Disease out of Montana 
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From Montana On The Ground by 
Laura Lundquist: 

A dire wildlife disease sits on 
Montana’s doorstep, poised to 
inundate the state’s prized herds 
of deer, elk and moose. As more 
research exposes the disease’s 
devastating effects, a Montana 
legislator is sponsoring bills to 
counter the threat while others 
renew the call to close 
Wyoming’s elk feedgrounds. 

Within the past month, two 
research papers added to the 
evidence showing that chronic 
wasting disease can significantly 
reduce whitetail deer 
populations through deaths not 
only from the disease itself but 
also other factors because 
diseased deer are weakened. 
Chronic wasting disease is similar 
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to mad-cow disease and causes 
the animal’s brain to slowly 
degenerate into a spongy mass 
and in the meantime, the animal 
develops abnormal behavior 
causing it to starve, lose bodily 
functions and die. 

CWD was first identified in captive 
mule deer in a Colorado research 
facility in 1967. Since then it has 
spread to 23 states and parts of 
Canada. Montana is unaffected 
so far but is sandwiched between 
infected populations in Canada 
and Wyoming. 

The disease is spread 
through prions, a single protein 
that can end up on the grass and 
other forage that ungulates eat. 
The proteins bind to the plants 
and the soil and cannot be 
destroyed. The Colorado Division 
of Wildlife was unable to eliminate 
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CWD from their research facility 
even after treating the soil with 
chlorine, removing the treated 
soil, and applying an additional 
chlorine treatment before letting 
the facility remain vacant for 
more than a year. 

So once it becomes established, 
just like other invasive species, it 
becomes impossible to 
eradicate. Animals that eat 
infested plants get the disease 
and then spread it to other plants 
and soils through contact or their 
urine or feces. Since CWD has 
been in southern Wyoming and 
northern Colorado for about four 
decades, the prions have spread 
throughout regions frequented 
by deer and elk. 

READ MORE 
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local species. But some 
environmental groups say the 
process is already prohibitive to 
citizen conservationists. 

“The Endangered Species Act 
already requires a lengthy 
comment process,” Brett Hartl, 
director of endangered species 
policy at the Center for Biological 
Diversity, said in a statement. 
“These rules are specifically 
intended to intimidate ordinary 
citizens by making it more 
cumbersome for them to seek 
protection of our imperiled plants 
and animals.” 

But FWS officials say the new rules 
are meant to simplify the listing 
process, rather than complicate 
it. READ MORE 

https://www.fws.gov/endangered/improving_ESA/petition-regulations.html
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/improving_ESA/petition-regulations.html
http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2015/06/researchers-make-surprising-discovery-about-spread-of-chronic-wasting-disease/#.V_axKNxXRRk
http://www.montanaotg.com/blog-native/2016/10/6/time-running-out-cwd
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/news/press_releases/2016/endangered-species-act-09-26-2016.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment/2016/0927/New-US-endangered-species-listing-rules-A-better-path-to-conservation
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Farmers Screen 
protects fish, reduces 
maintenance costs 

From the USDA Blog: Nobody 
wants fish to get stuck in irrigation 
pipes. Not the public; not the 
farmers; especially not the fish. 
But with more than 70,000 
irrigation diversions tapping into 
Oregon’s rivers and streams, the 
concern is real. 

Irrigation diversions channel 
stream water through a series of 
narrowing pipes, eventually 
reaching fields through irrigation 
devices. Until recently, there’s not 
been an adequate selection of 
screens to prevent high-gravity 
and sediment diversions from 
getting clogged. Diversions on 
wooded hills required daily 
maintenance during certain 
times of the year. 

After a 1996 flood destroyed 
many expensive diversions, the 
Farmers Irrigation District began 
developing a better screen to 
protect its investments. In 2006 it 
patented a new design, the 
Farmers Screen, and enlisted the 
Farmers Conservation Alliance 
(FCA) to champion it. 

With a clear problem and a 
promising solution in hand, FCA 
was awarded a 
2007 Conservation Innovation 
Grant (CIG) from USDA’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS). The grant was to help 
them navigate the rough waters 
between patenting a product 
and bringing it to market. 

READ MORE 

How the Western Water Wars may end 

1

From Christian Science Monitor: 

A novel plan in Washington State 
overcomes old animosities and 
offers the region a way forward in 
era of global warming. 

YAKIMA, WASH.—Over the past 
100 years, this arid region of 
Central Washington has 
undergone a stunning 
transformation. Engineers and 
farmers have captured the 
annual mountain snowmelt and 
used it to change the sagebrush 
steppe into an agricultural Eden 
of tree fruits, mint, hay, and corn. 

Rows of green crops adorn a 
once-parched landscape. 
Reservoirs funnel water to farms 
and turn massive turbines that 
spirit electricity to far-off coastal 
cities. And Central Washington 
has become an apple basket for 
the world. 

Charlie de la Chapelle has lived 
the story of this water-borne 
agrarian bounty. His family has 
worked the land for four 
generations, and the square-
jawed farmer has spent a 
successful career cultivating 
apples and pears. 

But in recent years, his livelihood 
has been growing less reliable. 
First federal and state courts said 
farmers needed to leave more 
water in rivers for endangered fish 
to survive. Then changes in 
snowmelt worsened Mr. De la 
Chapelle’s situation. He’s noticed 
snowpack on nearby Mt. Adams 
getting lighter and his water 
allotment less predictable. 

“The only way I can make it work 
is by keeping ground out of 

2

production,” he says. 

Now, with its old water habits 
threatening livelihoods and ways 
of life, the area is undergoing 
another transformation. It is 
revamping how it manages one 
of its most precious resources – 
and in the process could point 
the way for an American West 
where long-standing water 
challenges are only growing more 
urgent and fractious.  

In an innovative agreement, 
farmers have joined with 
environmental groups and state 
and federal officials to both 
increase water availability and 
restore the natural landscape. 
Although the plan focuses on just 
one section of the state, it is an 
agriculturally significant one – the 
Yakima Basin. And it’s 
comprehensive: The plan includes 
voluntary conservation programs, 
building new water-storage 
reservoirs, and adding structures 
to dams that would help fish seek 
cooler waters as they migrate 
upstream. The framework, in 
place at the state level since 
2012, has begun to show promise, 
even though federal approval by 
the US Congress is still needed for 
full implementation.  

Some people – including De la 
Chapelle – are skeptical the plan 
will work. But many water experts 
say the fledgling accord could be 
a model largely because farmers 
themselves have agreed to pay 
for investments that promise to 
enable their water needs to be 
met alongside those of city 
dwellers and endangered 
salmon. 

READ MORE 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/cig/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/cig/
http://blogs.usda.gov/2016/10/13/the-farmers-screen/
http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment/Inhabit/2016/1016/How-the-western-water-wars-may-end
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Continued from page 1: 

From Bill to Law 

Legislators gather in the House 
and Senate chambers during 
floor sessions to debate and vote 
on bills. But first, they hold 
committee meetings where they 
can listen to the concerns and 
recommendations of the 
public, lobbyists, and other 
legislators. 

Committees 

Each legislator usually serves on 
at least one committee. In the 
House, the speakerappoints 
committee members. In the 
Senate, a Committee on 
Committees appoints them. 

Every bill that the House and 
Senate considers is first assigned 
to a committee based on its 
subject matter. The chair of the 
committee, who is a member of 
themajority party, schedules a 
public hearing on the bill. These 
hearings are the most effective 
way for citizens to express their 
opinions about bills. 

At the hearing, the public is 
invited to testify for or against the 
bill. Based on that testimony, 
committee members vote to 
recommend that the House or 
Senate pass the bill, kill the bill, 
or amend the bill. The committee 
may also table the bill, which 
means the committee has no 
recommendation. Tabling a bill 
often kills it. 

Committees that meet during 
legislative sessions are 
called standing committees. 
Sometimes joint 
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committees or joint 
subcommittees are formed with 
members from both chambers. 

If the House and Senate cannot 
agree on amendments to a bill, 
they may appoint a 
special conference committee to 
try to find a compromise that both 
chambers can accept. 

Floor Sessions 

Every bill that passes the 
Legislature comes before each 
chamber at least three times. 

Once a bill has been assigned a 
number, it’s read to the chamber 
during what is called first reading. 
The presiding officer assigns the 
bill to a committee. 

If a committee recommends 
passage of a bill, the bill is placed 
on second reading. At this time, 
the entire chamber, called into 
a Committee of the Whole, 
debates the bill during a floor 
session. Legislators may offer 
amendments. If the House or 
Senate votes to pass the bill 
during second reading, the bill 
(with any amendments) is placed 
on third reading. 

The vote on third reading is the 
most important vote. It decides 
whether the bill passes the House 
or Senate. Legislators may not 
amend or debate a bill on third 
reading. 

Once a bill passes through one 
chamber, it is transmitted to the 
other chamber. It goes through 
the same process there. If the 
second chamber amends the bill, 
it is sent back to the first chamber 
for approval of the amendments. 

Each bill must pass both 
chambers in the same form 
before it is sent to the governor for 
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his or her signature. If the two 
chambers cannot agree on 
amendments, they may appoint 
a conference committee to try to 
find a compromise. 

The Governor’s Role 

Once a bill passes both chambers 
in the same form, it is sent to the 
governor. The governor has four 
options: sign the bill into law, 
recommend amendments to the 
bill, veto the bill, or take no 
action. If the governor takes no 
action, the bill becomes law after 
10 days. 

The governor may return a bill to 
the Legislature with suggested 
amendments. If the Legislature 
rejects the governor’s 
suggestions, the governor may 
not return a bill with further 
amendments. 

The Legislature may override a 
governor’s veto if two-thirds of the 
members of each chamber vote 
in favor of doing so. 

After a bill is signed by the 
governor or passed by the 
Legislature over the governor’s 
veto, it is incorporated into 
the Montana Code 
Annotated (MCA). This is a 
compilation of all state laws. It is 
updated after each legislative 
session. 

There are other publications that 
provide more information about 
the laws passed during a session. 
These include the Laws of 
Montana (session laws) and 
the History and Final Status of Bills 
and Resolutions. 

Copies of legislative publications 
are available in libraries 
throughout the state and on this 
website (www.leg.mt.gov) 

Preparing for the 
2017 Legislature 

http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca_toc/index.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca_toc/index.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/css/publications/default.asp
http://leg.mt.gov/css/publications/default.asp
http://www.swcdmi.org
http://www.leg.mt.gov
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Grants 
223, etc. Grant Deadlines 

Deadlines for 223, mini-education, 
and district development grants 
from DNRC for FY 2017 are as 
follows: July 29, 2016; October 14, 
2016; January 14, 2017; and April 
26, 2017. Grant Info 

Urban & Community Forestry 
Grants 

The Montana DNRC Urban & 
Community Forestry program 
offers grants to improve the health 
of community forests.   
Grants of $300 up to $15,000 are 
available for a variety of activities. 
Program Development Due Nov. 9 
Arbor Day Grants Due Jan 15. 
More Info 

Noxious Weed Trust Fund 
Grants 

Noxious Weed Trust Fund (NWTF) 
grants provide assistance to 
counties, individuals, local 
communities, researchers, and 
educators in their efforts to solve 
noxious weed problems in 
Montana. Applicants may request 
up to $75,000. Due December 1. 
More Info 

Western SARE Grants for 
Farmer/Rancher Research 

The Administrative Council of the 
Western SARE program 
announces the Call for Proposals 
for Farmer/Rancher Research & 
Education Grants for 2017. With 
this grant, a producer, working 
with a technical advisor, develops 
a proposal to conduct both 
research and education on their 
farm/ranch on a sustainable 
agricultural topic. Due December 
7. More Info 

OPPORTUNITIES 
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Events 

Facilitation and Meeting 
Management Workshop 

MRCDC & Petroleum CD are 
hosting a meeting management / 
facilitation workshop for 
supervisors, administrators, & 
others. October 20 at the 
Lewistown eagles club. Email 
petroleumcd@midrivers.com to 
RSVP. 

MWCC Symposium 

Save the date for the 2016 
Watershed Symposium, October 
24-26 at the Crown Plaza in 
Billings. Topics will include 
watershed management 
strategies, success stories, and a 
variety of technical and 
organizational programs. 

Soil Health & What it Means to 
You Workshop / Ag Expo 

Rosebud & Treasure County CDs 
are hosting their second annual 
Soil Health & What it means to 
You Workshop & Ag Exposition on 
November 30th & December 1st, 
2016 in Forsyth. Speakers include 
Jay Fuhrer, Brendon Rockey, 
Gregg Simonds, & more. 
www.rosebudcd.com for info. 

Scholarships available for 
convention attendance 

Each year, the MACDEO offers a 
few scholarships for 
administrators/conservation 
district employees to attend the 
MACD annual convention. You 
must be a current member of the 
EO to apply. 
Employees.macdnet.org for more 
info. 

 

Have something you’d like to see in TMC? 
Submissions are due every other Friday at 
5:00 (visit our website for a calendar), and 
should be sent to tmc@macdnet.org. 
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Conservation Planning Boot 
Camp 

NRCS & NACD have teamed up 
to invite 75 Conservation District 
employees to attend one of 
NRCS’s Conservation Planning 
Boot Camps in 2017. During the 
three-week session, attendees will 
be trained in comprehensive 
conservation planning alongside 
NRCS employees. There are 7 
camps in 2017, all hosted in 
Lincoln, NE. MORE INFO 

Join us at Convention! 
 

The annual MACD 
convention is just over a 

month away! 
 

Join us in Sidney November 
15-18 for 3 days of learning 
and partnership building to 

celebrate MACD’s 75th 
birthday. 

 
Events will include policy 
setting for the upcoming 
legislative session; partner 
updates; educational 
breakout sessions; tours of the 
regions; the always fun 
MACDEO social event; and a 
banquet celebrating our 75 
years of partnership building! 
 
Visit macdnet.org/convention 
for more info and to register. 

http://dnrc.mt.gov/grants-and-loans
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/forestry/forestry-assistance/urban-and-community-forestry/urban-and-community-forestry-grants
http://agr.mt.gov/agr/Programs/Weeds/TrustFund/New_Applications.html
https://wsaregrants.usu.edu/grants/docs/CFP_PG.pdf
mailto:petroleumcd@midrivers.com
http://www.rosebudcd.com
http://www.employees.macdnet.org
http://www.nacdnet.org/general-resources/conservation-planning-boot-camp/
http://www.swcdmi.org
mailto:petroleumcd@midrivers.com
http://www.rosebudcd.com
mailto:tmc@macdnet.org
http://macdnet.org/programsevents/convention/
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Facilitation and Meeting 
Management workshop, 
Lewistown 

River Restoration 
Workshop, Big Sky 

 

MACD Exec. Committee 
Conference Call 

MWCC Symposium 

 

Soil Health Workshop with 
Jim Gerrish, Missoula 

 

Soil Health Wokshop with 
Jim Gerrish, Dillon 

 

Soil Health Workshop with 
Jim Gerrish, Livingston 

 

Livestock Water Quality / 
Range Monitoring 
Workshop, Malta 

Estate Planning Workshop, 
Sheridan & Ennis 

 

Greater Yellowstone 
Agricultural Forum, Three 
Forks 

Coming Up: 

Have an event to share? 
Visit macdnet.org/calendar to 

add your event to our list! 

20 

26 

27 

2 

24 

24-26 

25 

20-21 
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Click here to register for our Soil Health Workshops! 
 

October 

November 

http://swcdmi.org/programs/soil-health-workshops/
http://www.swcdmi.org
http://macdnet.org/blog/event/river-restoration-workshop/?instance_id=353120
http://macdnet.org/blog/event/river-restoration-workshop/?instance_id=353120
http://macdnet.org/blog/event/macd-executive-committee-conference-call-2/?instance_id=352796
http://www.mtwatersheds.org/
http://swcdmi.org/programs/soil-health-workshops/
http://macdnet.org/blog/event/livestock-water-quality-range-monitoring-workshop/?instance_id=353317
http://macdnet.org/blog/event/estate-planning-workshop-nov-2/?instance_id=353325
http://macdnet.org/blog/event/greater-yellowstone-agricultural-forum/?instance_id=353321
http://swcdmi.org/programs/soil-health-workshops/



