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Invasive aquatic mussels trigger restrictions 
on Tiber, Canyon Ferry Reservoirs 
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From KTVQ Billings: HELENA - A state response team is putting 
emergency restrictions on two Montana reservoirs to prevent the 
possible spread of invasive mussels. 

The Mussel Incident Response Team approved the measures for Tiber 
Reservoir and Canyon Ferry Lake on Thursday afternoon. 

They prohibit putting in or taking out any boat, dock or other structure 
that could transport mussels without an inspection. 

The restrictions will remain in place until the lakes ice over. The response 
team will consider whether to extend the closure when the ice breaks 
in the spring. 

Last month, invasive mussel larvae were found in a water sample from 
Tiber Reservoir. Samples from Canyon Ferry, Continued on page 2… 
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Legislation would overturn Lynx decision 
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From the Missoulian: A court ruling 
on how to manage Canadian 
lynx under the Endangered 
Species Act could be overturned 
by legislation released by all 
three members of Montana's 
congressional delegation on 
Friday. 

In what's known as the 
Cottonwood decision, the U.S. 
9th Circuit Court of Appeals 
found the U.S Forest Service failed 
to properly update its lynx critical 
habitat maps after the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service 
acknowledged its maps had 
been improperly drawn by 
administrators in President 
George Bush's administration. In 
October, the U.S. Supreme Court 
declined to review the case, 
making it law of the land. 

Democratic Sen. Jon Tester and 
Republican Sen. Steve Daines, 
along with Republican Rep. Ryan 
Zinke, all called for Congress to 
overturn the decision. While their 
joint bill was introduced on Friday 
morning, it's unlikely that it will be 
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acted on during the last days of 
the 2016 congressional session. 
That means debate will begin 
under the new Congress and 
incoming administration of 
president-elect Donald Trump. 

"Congress needs to take urgent 
action to reverse the disastrous 
activist court ruling for the sake of 
forest health, recreation and 
watershed and habitat 
protection," Daines said in a press 
release on Friday. "By seeking a 
simple fix and codifying the 
Obama administration's own 
position into law, we can protect 
Montana jobs and continue with 
common sense collaborative 
forest management projects that 
have been harmed by this court 
decision." 

In an interview with the 
Missoulian on Friday, Tester said 
the bill was necessary because 
the Cottonwood decision 
allowed too much opportunity to 
block Forest Service action with 
unfounded challenges. 

READ MORE 
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Continued from page 1: the 
Missouri River upstream from 
Townsend, and the Milk River 
downstream from Nelson 
Reservoir have also come back 
suspect for larvae. 

So far, no adult mussels have 
been found, but officials say 
they’re working under the 
assumption that adults are also 
present. 

The suspect samples were among 
hundreds taken from bodies of 
water around the state this 
summer as part of routine testing 
for mussels. 

More than 200 of them are still 
being analyzed. After the suspect 
results came in, state leaders 
worked to speed up the process. 
They expect results from all the 
remaining samples in the next 
two weeks. 

Earlier this week, Gov. Steve 
Bullock declared a statewide 
emergency over concerns about 
invasive mussels. 

That led to the formation of the 
Mussel Incident Response Team, 
including officials from the 
Montana Invasive Species 
Advisory Council, the Department 
of Natural Resources & 
Conservation, and the Montana 
Department of Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks. The team plans to give 
regular weekly updates on the 
issue. 

READ MORE 

Those interested in staying 
abreast of the activities of the 
Montana Mussel Response Team 
can visit musselresponse.mt.gov 
to sign up for email updates. 

Invasive Mussels 

http://missoulian.com/news/state-and-regional/legislation-would-overturn-lynx-decision/article_e7a002bc-f214-5fa5-96dd-28f330047326.html
http://www.ktvq.com/story/33855978/invasive-aquatic-mussels-trigger-restrictions-on-two-montana-reservoirs
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Lake County residents hear proposal on management of federal forestlands 
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From the Missoulian: SWAN LAKE –
 A never-before-tried idea to let a 
county conservation district 
manage 60,000 acres of federal 
forest got a vigorous review on 
Wednesday evening. 

About 75 people came to hear 
Lake County Conservation District 
Chairman Jim Simpson pitch the 
Swan Forest Initiative: a proposal 
giving local control over logging 
and hazardous fuels on a portion 
of the Flathead National Forest. 
While the plan has been under 
study for more than six years, 
Simpson said it still had a long 
way to go. 

"We are not talking about 
privatizing lands," Simpson said 
early in the two-hour 
presentation. "We're only talking 
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about changing out the manager 
and changing out the laws of 
managing that land. All existing 
legal uses can still occur." 

What would also occur would be 
a stepped-up level of timber 
harvest. Simpson cited an 
economic analysis of the 
Flathead Forest lands in Lake 
County that aren't designated 
wilderness or otherwise off-limits to 
logging, which estimated 
revenues between $500,000 and 
$1.6 million a year depending on 
saw-log prices. 

The adjacent 56,000-acre Swan 
State Forest currently earns about 
$600,000 annually from logging, 
which goes to various state 
programs through the 
Department of Natural Resources 
and Conservation. Simpson said 
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the conservation district would 
contract with DNRC for similar 
management of the federal land, 
with the profits going to local 
conservation work. 

"It's national forest," Salmon Prairie 
resident Neil Meyer said. "It 
belongs to everybody. How do 
we take a piece of that and give 
it to Lake County?" 

Those details remain unresolved, 
Simpson said. While the 
conservation district board has 
kept Forest Service, state and 
county officials informed of the 
project, no other agency has 
given an OK or even participated 
in the debate yet. On the other 
hand, Simpson said, no one has 
told him to stop. 

READ MORE 

Oil pipeline spill near Belfield estimated at 176,000 gallons 

1

From Bakken Breakout: Belle 
Fourche Pipeline Co. estimates 
that 130,200 gallons of oil spilled 
into a tributary of the Little 
Missouri River last week and 
another 46,200 gallons leaked 
into a hillside, the North Dakota 
Department of Health said 
Monday, Dec. 12. 

The spill discovered by a 
landowner on Dec. 5 was not 
detected by monitoring 
equipment on the pipeline, which 
is owned by of True Companies of 
Wyoming. 

The spill has contaminated 5.4 
miles of Ash Coulee Creek but 
does not appear to have 
reached the Little Missouri River, 
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said Bill Suess, spill investigation 
program manager for the health 
department. 

The spill estimate of 4,200 barrels, 
or 176,400 gallons, is a “rough 
estimate” provided by the 
company, Suess said. Cleanup 
crews had recovered 983 barrels, 
or 41,286 gallons, of oil as of 
Monday, the company said. 

At least two cows have been 
confirmed dead in the area of 
the oil spill, but the cause of 
death has not been verified by a 
veterinarian, Suess said. Crews 
assisted the landowner in moving 
cattle away from the creek and 
have trucked in water, he said. 

It’s unknown how long the 
pipeline, which was built in the 
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1980s, had been leaking before 
the landowner discovered it. 

The pipeline had pressure gauges 
and meters to monitor for leaks, 
said Kevin Connors, pipelines 
program supervisor for the North 
Dakota Oil and Gas Division. 

The company also does aerial 
inspections of the pipeline about 
twice a month, Connors said. 

Why the monitoring equipment 
didn’t detect the leak is part of 
an ongoing investigation, said 
True Companies spokeswoman 
Wendy Owen. The pipeline does 
not have a constant flow, which 
may have masked the leak from 
being detected, she said. 

READ MORE 

http://missoulian.com/news/local/lake-county-residents-hear-proposal-on-management-of-federal-forest/article_990c3341-10f2-5e4a-96b9-c3ae645c61c2.html
http://bismarcktribune.com/bakken/oil-pipeline-spill-near-belfield-estimated-at-gallons/article_57cb49fa-8779-574c-840b-ce053e2474c1.html
http://www.swcdmi.org
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By Lori Wright, NH Agricultural 
Experiment Station 

Healthy soil is rich in organic 
matter, but scientists have yet to 
fully understand exactly how that 
organic matter is formed. Now a 
team of University of New 
Hampshire scientists have 
uncovered evidence that 
microbial pathways – not plants – 
are the chief originator of the 
organic matter found in stable 
soil carbon pools.  

The new insight provides promise 
for designing agricultural systems 
that promote microbial 
communities to optimize soil 
organic matter formation. 

The research was conducted by 
Cynthia Kallenbach, former UNH 
graduate student now at 
Colorado State University, her 
advisor, Stuart Grandy, associate 
professor of natural resources at 
UNH, and Serita Frey, professor of 
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natural resources at UNH. Their 
results were published in the 
paper “Direct evidence for 
microbial-derived soil organic 
matter formation and its 
ecophysiological controls” in the 
journal Nature Communications, 
and comes from work supported 
by the NH Agricultural Experiment 
Station. 

 In the paper, UNH scientists 
suggest that soil organic matter 
accumulates from inputs of dead 
microbial cells and microbial 
byproducts formed when 
microbes eat plant roots and 
residues, rather than from plants 
themselves, as previously 
thought.  

In the past, scientists thought the 
best way to build soil organic 
matter was to slow down or inhibit 
decomposition using plants that 
soil microbes find difficult to 
decompose. The idea was that 
the undecomposed plant parts 

UNH Research: Microbial Traits, not Plants, 
Determine Abundance of Soil Organic Matter 
Insight provides promise for developing new agricultural systems 
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would gradually become soil 
organic matter, especially if 
the soil microbial community 
was inactive. 

However, this pool of soil 
organic matter, 
decomposing plant parts, 
doesn’t last long and can 

quickly disappear as carbon 
dioxide, sometimes within a year. 
This left the question: how do we 
form pools of soil organic matter 
that persist for decades, and that 
are so critical for sustaining 
healthy, productive soils? 

Soil organic matter is a massive 
reservoir of carbon – containing 
more than twice as much carbon 
as there is atmospheric carbon 
dioxide. Thus, even relatively 
small changes in soil organic 
matter can have a large impact 
on atmospheric carbon dioxide, 
a critical greenhouse gas. Soil 
organic matter is also 
fundamental for plant growth 
and healthy agricultural systems. 

"Soil carbon, in my mind, is the 
fulcrum around which all aspects 
of soil revolve," Kallenbach said. 

The UNH research paints a 
completely different pathway to 
building soil organic matter. This 
has been challenging for 
scientists to demonstrate, 
because once soil organic 
matter is formed, identifying 
whether it was most recently a 
plant or microbial cell is 
impossible. 

READ MORE 

Left: The progression of the 
development of soil as 
organic matter accumulates 
during the lab experiment. 

http://www.nature.com/articles/ncomms13630
http://www.nature.com/articles/ncomms13630
http://www.nature.com/articles/ncomms13630
http://www.nature.com/articles/ncomms13630
https://colsa.unh.edu/nhaes/article/2016/12/soilorganicmatter#.WE4a3aIj8Q5.email
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Hunters in Southwest 
Montana urged not 
to eat geese 

From the Flathead Beacon: 
Wildlife officials are urging hunters 
who killed snow geese in the 
Butte and Dillon areas to wait to 
eat the meat because the birds 
might have landed in the 
contaminated water of an old 
open pit mine. 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
officials are asking hunters to 
freeze the geese instead, until 
investigators can determine how 
the water affected the birds. 

READ MORE 
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From the Washington Post: 
President-elect Trump has 
tapped GOP Rep. Ryan Zinke, 
who has represented Montana’s 
at-large congressional seat for 
one term, to serve as secretary of 
the Department of the Interior, 
according to an individual with 
first-hand knowledge of the 
decision. 

Zinke, who studied geology as an 
undergraduate at the University 
of Oregon and served as a Navy 
SEAL from 1986 to 2008 before 
entering politics, campaigned for 
his House seat on a platform of 
achieving North American 
energy independence. He sits on 
the House Natural Resources 
Committee as well as the Armed 
Services Committee. 

A lifelong hunter and fisherman, 
the 55-year-old Zinke has 
defended public access to 
federal lands even though he 
frequently votes against 
environmentalists on issues 
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ranging from coal extraction to oil 
and gas drilling. This summer, he 
quit his post as a member of the 
GOP platform-writing committee 
after the group included 
language that would have 
transferred federal land ownership 
to the states. 

“What I saw was a platform that 
was more divisive than uniting,” 
Zinke said at the time. “At this 
point, I think it’s better to show 
leadership.” 

Trump also opposes such land 
transfers, but the provision made it 
into the official Republican 
platform. 

Zinke recently criticized an Interior 
Department rule aimed at curbing 
inadvertent releases of methane 
from oil and gas operations on 
federal land as “duplicative and 
unnecessary.” 

“Clean air and clean water are 
absolute top priorities when we 
talk about responsible energy 
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development, however the final 
rule issued by the Obama 
administration does nothing to 
further protect our resources,” he 
said in a statement. “This rule is a 
stark reminder that we need to 
invest in infrastructure projects 
like the Keystone pipeline, so we 
don’t need to flare excess gas.” 

During his time in Congress, Zinke 
has established a 3 percent 
voting score with the League of 
Conservation Voters. But he has 
broken ranks with the panel’s 
GOP majority on occasion, 
opposing a measure by Rep. 
Don Young (R-Alaska) that would 
have allowed each state to buy 
up to 2 million in U.S. Forest 
Service land to boost timber 
production. He has also pushed 
for full funding of the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund, a high 
priority for outdoors groups.    

READ MORE 

Zinke may be tapped to lead Interior 

http://flatheadbeacon.com/2016/12/09/hunters-urged-not-eat-geese-area-toxic-pit-mine/
http://scorecard.lcv.org/moc/ryan-zinke
http://scorecard.lcv.org/moc/ryan-zinke
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2016/12/13/trump-taps-montana-congressman-ryan-zinke-as-interior-secretary/?pushid=breaking-news_1481674845&tid=notifi_push_breaking-news&utm_term=.6404edf02eae
http://www.swcdmi.org


 

 
6 www.swcdmi.org | December 14, 2016 

THE MONTANA CONSERVATIONIST  

1

Grants 
223, etc. Grant Deadlines 

Deadlines for 223, mini-education, 
and district development grants 
from DNRC for FY 2017 are as 
follows: July 29, 2016; October 14, 
2016; January 14, 2017; and April 
26, 2017. Grant Info 

Reclamation & Development 
Program Planning Grants 

RDG Planning grant applications 
are due Dec. 20 for grants up to 
$50,000. More Info 

Urban & Community Forestry 
Grants 

The Montana DNRC Urban & 
Community Forestry program 
offers grants to improve the health 
of community forests.   
Grants of $300 up to $15,000 are 
available for a variety of activities. 
Program Development Due Nov. 9 
Arbor Day Grants Due Jan 15. 
More Info 

CSP Applications Open 

Starting in November, the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) will accept and 
process applications for 
enrollment in the Conservation 
Stewardship Program (CSP), the 
nation’s largest conservation 
program. Applications will be 
made available in local service 
centers. More Info 

Rural Energy for America 
Program 

USDA is accepting applications 
for: 1) energy audit and 
renewable energy development 
assistance grants, and 2) 
renewable energy system and 
energy efficiency guaranteed 

OPPORTUNITIES 
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loans and grants. The application 
deadline for energy audit and 
renewable energy development 
assistance grants is Jan. 31, 2017. 
Applications for renewable 
energy system and energy 
efficiency grants of $20,000 or less 
are due by Oct. 31, 2016, for the 
first funding cycle and March 31, 
2017, for the second funding 
cycle.  Applications for 
renewable energy system and 
energy efficiency grants of 
greater than $20,000 and all 
combination grants and 
guaranteed loans are due 
by March 31, 2017. USDA will set 
aside 20 percent of the funds for 
grants of $20,000 or less. More Info 

Have something you’d like to see in TMC? 
Submissions are due every other Friday at 
5:00 (visit our website for a calendar), and 
should be sent to tmc@macdnet.org. 
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Events 

Conservation Planning Boot 
Camp 

NRCS & NACD have teamed up 
to invite 75 Conservation District 
employees to attend one of 
NRCS’s Conservation Planning 
Boot Camps in 2017. During the 
three-week session, attendees will 
be trained in comprehensive 
conservation planning alongside 
NRCS employees. There are 7 
camps in 2017, all hosted in 
Lincoln, NE. MORE INFO 

Other 

Nominations open for Wetland 
& Watershed Stewardship 
Awards 

The Montana Wetland Council 
and the Montana Watershed 
Coordination Council are both 
accepting nominations for the 
biennial Montana Wetlands 
Stewardship Award and 
the Montana Watershed 
Stewardship Award. The awards 
ceremony will be held 
on Monday March 20th, 2017 at 
the Montana State Capitol 
Building. The deadline for 
nominations is Sunday, January 
15th, 2017. More Info 

MACD Scholarships 
Now Open 

 
Two $500 Scholarships are 
available for Montana 
students. Eligibility 
requirements include: 
• Minimum grade point 

average of 3.0, and 
• Enrollment or plans to 

enroll in a course of 
study that allows 
students to explore 
natural resource issues.  

 
Students may receive 
a scholarship both as a 
high school senior and 
once during post 
secondary career. 
 
Application deadline is 
February 26, 2016. 
http://macdnet.org/progra
msevents/scholarships/ 

http://dnrc.mt.gov/grants-and-loans
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/resource-development/reclamation-and-development-grants-program/reclamation-and-development-planning-grants-program
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/forestry/forestry-assistance/urban-and-community-forestry/urban-and-community-forestry-grants
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/csp
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6InRtY0BtYWNkbmV0Lm9yZyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2xpbmtfaWQiOiIxMDQiLCJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiNDI5NjIxNzgyIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjMxMjA1MDQwIiwidXJpIjoiYnAyOmRpZ2VzdCIsInVybCI6Imh0dHA6Ly93d3cucmQudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtc2VydmljZXMvcnVyYWwtZW5lcmd5LWFtZXJpY2EtcHJvZ3JhbS1yZW5ld2FibGUtZW5lcmd5LXN5c3RlbXMtZW5lcmd5LWVmZmljaWVuY3kiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMTYxMDE4LjY1MTg3NjExIn0.-ZgnCwnbuwHXD60o2-n-BzNonhaOCMidKxK5pgX8yBI
http://www.nacdnet.org/general-resources/conservation-planning-boot-camp/
http://mtwatersheds.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1dfd38ef5bb392b86d2a59fd1&id=046102e19a&e=444c6825bd
http://macdnet.org/programsevents/scholarships/
http://macdnet.org/programsevents/scholarships/
http://www.swcdmi.org
mailto:tmc@macdnet.org
http://macdnet.org/progra
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In Memorium 
 

We are sad to report that Jan Fontaine passed away on November 22. 
Jan served Montana’s Conservation Districts for many years. She'll be 
remembered for her loyalty and great interest in the Envirothon, and her 
ability to juggle many tasks. She had a true love and respect for 
Conservation Districts. 

Update: Condolences may be sent to: Fontaine Family, 3835 Yuhas Ave, 
Helena MT 59602.  
 
Donations: Chris Evans has suggested that donations in memory of Jan 
should be sent to the Montana Envirothon, a cause near and dear to her 
heart. Checks may be made to Montana Envirothon, and sent to Fergus 
CD at 211 McKinley, Ste. 3, Lewistown MT 59457.  Memo “in memory 
of Jan Fontaine”. Donations to Envirothon are tax deductible and will 
likely be earmarked to send Montana’s winning team to Nationals.  

January 

http://www.swcdmi.org

